William "Bill/Uncle Willy" Jacobsen
November 30, 1939 - February 9, 2021

William “Bill/Uncle Willy” Jacobsen, age 81, of Menomonie, WI passed away Tuesday,
Feb. 9, 2021 at Mayo Clinic Health System – Red Cedar, after a long illness, surrounded
by his family.
He was born Nov. 30, 1939 in Minot, ND to Laura Mary Dinkel Jacobsen. Bill’s early years
were spent in ND. From the age of seven to fourteen he lived in post-war Germany, where
his father worked for the Dept. of State in Germany, as a war-crimes judge for the U.S.
military. Bill graduated from U.W. Madison in 1983, with his doctorate in education. His
career spanned work in education, commercial bee keeping, and in the National Park
Service as a Ranger at Mount Rushmore and Craters of the Moon in Idaho.
Bill is survived by his wife of 44 years, Jill; a son Adrian (Alyssa) and daughter Erika (Tim);
as well as other relatives and friends.
No formal services are being planned. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the
family.

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Bill’s passing. I really enjoyed having him and Jill in my exercise
class at the senior center, especially when Jill would get him to dance with her.
Sending healing thoughts of comfort and peace to Jill and the family.

Tina Tharp - February 18 at 12:55 PM

“

I first met Bill in 1973 when he came to "fetch" Jill back from Mexico. They were quite
the duo - she of the expletives regarding when he would finally be there, but clearly
totally enamored, and he of the "so what was the problem, I told you I was coming,
right?" demeanor. Trudging anywhere with Bill required twice the amount of time one
would have anticipated - whether it was the open market in Puebla, Mexico or the
farmers' market in Milwaukee. He turned out to be totally adaptable - a Scandinavian
with American Indian heritage or a Scandinavian in a kilt, whatever suited the
purpose. Eccentric to the core, he never swerved from marching to his own drum.
His very unique beat will be missed...but I believe if we listen carefully, it's still there.

Jacki Servi Margis - February 16 at 09:09 PM

“

Thanks for sharing your memories. My only memory of Bill is from Strong bones
class. He sounds like he was a wonderful man that left with you a lot of good
memories to cherish.

lanna - February 11 at 03:05 PM

“

Linda Crosby lit a candle in memory of William "Bill/Uncle Willy" Jacobsen

Linda Crosby - February 11 at 09:55 AM

“

This week, my father passed away after a long fight with brain cancer. He lived his
life to love his family and serve his community. He was a prolific reader and had an
insatiable curiosity of the world. His sense of adventure would often result in various
surprise classes and workshops, or seemingly random pit stops. He was the
strongest man I know, but still had no shame in expressing his love or sorrow. His
loss will leave a gaping wound in my heart for a long time, but I am very grateful I
could be with him in his last hours.
Many people have asked me if there's anything they can do for us - here is what I
ask: hug your family, your loved ones, your friends and family tonight. Hug them tight
and long, and tell them you love them.

Erika Dinkel-Smith - February 10 at 10:42 PM

“

He also baked up some sweet goodies for UU! I’m glad I knew him and know you will hold
him in your heart.
Annette - February 11 at 09:44 AM

“

I moved across the street just over 10 years ago from Will and Jill. They were the first
neighbors I met. Will would always come out and snowblow our driveway when we first
moved in. The one thing Will said to me that will always resonate with me through my life is
“we can’t be friends since we have different political views” then he laughed. I hope we can
all come to that position in life some day. My daughter would get so excited to see Will and
Jill and then would turn super shy when I’d bring her out to talk with them. I will miss seeng
and talking to him dearly. RIP Uncle Willie
Ryan - February 12 at 10:30 PM

“

Sorry to hear about Bill's passing. I had the pleasure to work with Bill for several years in
Career Services at UWEC and always enjoyed my conversations with him and Jill. Thinking
of you all.
Katie Ritland Clouse - February 20 at 01:16 PM

“

There are people that you consider family and Uncle Willy was like a Dad when I was
very little. I have such wonderful memories of our time in Eagle Heights. Bill and Jill
taking care of us while my Mom was balancing school, job and being a single mom.
Uncle Willy always had great stories and such a funny sense of humor. I am so lucky
to have known him for so long and I will miss him terribly. Sending love to Jill, Adrian,
Alyssa, Erika and Tim.

Laura Burns - February 10 at 07:55 PM

