William D. Etzbach
January 14, 1967 - March 29, 2020

William “Will” David Etzbach of Menomonie, WI passed away unexpectedly on March 29,
2020. He was born January 14, 1967 in Mendota, IL to John T. “Jack” and Marianne
(Bowne) Etzbach. He graduated from North Miami High School, Miami, FL. He married
Colleen Fogarty February 13, 1996.
Will served in the United States Navy aboard the USS John F. Kennedy. He began his
love of travel aboard the ship during his Mediterranean Cruises. He received his Masters’
degree in Rehabilitation Counseling from Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL in
1995. He worked for the State of Kansas as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor and
EEO Coordinator/Area Trainer for 16 years until relocating and working at Stout Vocational
Rehabilitation Institute as a case facilitator. His compassion and assistance to others was
evidenced by his receipt of the ARCA National Rehabilitation Counselor of the Year
Award.
He will be remembered for his contagious sense of humor, love of music and dance
moves and playing guitar. His perpetual rearranging of the furniture, knack for story-telling
and practical jokes will not be forgotten. He ruled the kitchen with his love for cooking and
coming up with new recipes. Will had a compassion for animals and enjoyed assisting in
the training and fostering of service dogs. His children gave him his greatest joy in life, and
he was so proud of their achievements.
He is survived by his daughter Haley, sons Zach and Mason and wife Colleen; mother
Marianne, brother Matt (Lori) and aunt Bonnie Peters (his “second mother”). He was
preceded in death by his father, uncle Sid (his “second” father) and grandparents.
Services are postponed until further notice. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving
the family.

Comments

“

I am so sorry for your loss. Will was one of a kind. I loved his humor and compassion
and his zest for life was unrivaled. I feel honored to have been able to work with Will
at Kansas Voc Rehab. May Peace be with his family.

Melissa Newton - August 14 at 09:29 AM

“

I am saddened by this news and for your loss.
I grew up with Will in Mendota. I am sorry we lost touch over the years. He was a
Great Friend.

Darrell McLaughlin - July 18 at 08:27 PM

“

Very saddened to learn about Will's passing. He was a joy to have as a neighbor and
friend in Americus KS. Will was always cheerful and good for a laugh with his wit.
Our sincere condolences Colleen and family, he was a special person to both of us.
Randy and Joan

Randy Smith - April 20 at 10:04 PM

“

Colleen, Haley, Zach and Mason: Our family's thoughts are with you during your time
of loss. May your family memories fill you up and bring you some comfort.

Boyette Family - April 20 at 12:32 PM

“

Very sorry for your loss. My thoughts and well wishes are with you during this difficult
time.

Mike McEchron - April 16 at 11:41 AM

“

It was my privilege to know Will these past five years. I know I have learned so much
from him as a friend and coworker. Thinking of the stories he shared and our time as
friends has given me a smile in this time of sadness. Deepest sympathies to his
family. He will be deeply missed. Rest in Peace.

Jeff Lund - April 10 at 11:17 AM

“

“

Colleen, I am so sorry for your loss. Sending prayers to you and the kids. Carleen Dvorak
Carleen Dvorak - April 15 at 04:42 PM

I worked with Will in Emporia. He was always so caring, funny, and passionate about
his work.

Sara Bales - April 08 at 08:00 PM

“

We are so sorry to learn of Will's unexpected passing and send our sincere
sympathies to his family. We always enjoyed our visits when seeing their pets.
Rachel
Dorsey Animal Clinic (West Plaza Animal Clinic)

Rachel - April 08 at 02:27 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Will's death. I was Mason's daycare provider when they lived in
Emporia. Heart goes out to the family. Karen and Fred Brown and. Jennie Steelman.
Karen Brown - April 09 at 11:36 AM

“

Sending sincere sympathy to Will's family at this time. I worked with him while he was the
VR Counselor in Emporia and developed a friendship that I will always remember. He could
put a smile on the face of anyone! Rest in Peace, my friend!
Judy Hodge - April 14 at 03:57 PM

“

We have been renting apartment units in Menomonie for 20 years and Will was the best
tenant we ever had. He was always interesting and fun to talk to and he made my trips
there, from Minneapolis, very enjoyable. He will be missed.
Scott and Teri Wirth
Scott Wirth - April 22 at 02:35 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of William D. Etzbach.

April 08 at 10:55 AM

“

I worked with Will for years. He was a good friend and mentor. We spent a lot of time
together the last year he was in Emporia. We shopped, worked, and made trips to
the airport together. I was always learning something new from Will. I could write for
hours on memories with Will. It hurts my heart so much to know that I won't be able
to talk to him anymore and get his advice on life. We talked 2 weeks ago and caught
up on our kids, work, travel, current events and how it was affecting us. My heart is
with Haley, Zach, Mason and Colleen.

Karen Guzman - April 07 at 10:32 PM

“

I worked with Will when he was a counselor with Kansas Rehabilitation Services. I
always appreciated his willingness to share his expertise with me as a fellow
counselor and his ongoing sense of humor. My prayers and condolences to all family
members and
friends. Will was a very special person and friend. He will be missed by all of us who
knew him. Karolyn Kellogg

karolyn kellogg - April 07 at 03:22 PM

“

Will was like a big brother while I worked with him here in Emporia. He could always
give a joke & take a joke. He was a dear friend, a shoulder to lean on, & a great
coworker. His compassion for others was what set him apart. Rest in peace "big
guy".

Susan Johnson - April 07 at 02:54 PM

“

Will worked for me in Emporia Kansas. We taught each other so much. I always told
him I was going to come send the night with him and his family. He was scared about
this happening will miss you Will. Sorry for your loss

Dennis Ford - April 07 at 01:07 PM

“

We were so sorry to learn of Will's unexpected passing and send our sincere
sympathies to his family. Will was a remarkable person, and a highly valued and
respected member of the SVRI team. He will be greatly missed by many.

Cayte Anderson - April 03 at 06:58 PM

“

Will was a greatly valued coworker of mine while at UW Stout. I reached out to him
for professional advice, as well as for comic relief. He spoke highly of his family and
we enjoyed sharing stories.
May memories soften your grief.

Cheryl Kivi Lemanski - April 03 at 05:08 PM

“

Rest In Peace, cousin! You’ll be missed by many, and I always remember the day I
picked you up from the train station. That was a good day! Xoxo I’ll watch of your
Mommy you!

Jamie Bowne-Gordon - April 01 at 05:11 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with you all. I'll never forget the summer of 2014 when
we met at a local hotel. Will & Colleen were interviewing at UW-Stout and were
putting a bid on a house. Fast forward 5.5 years. Your family has impacted our
community for the better in many different ways. May his memory be eternal. May
Colleen, Haley, Zach and Mason feel comfort and support.

Rebecca Hustad - March 30 at 02:20 PM

“

We enjoyed many basketball games with Will and Coleen and their family.
Thoughts and prayers to you all Zach, Mason,Haley and Colleen.
Brad and Dolly Thornton - March 30 at 09:28 PM

“

Will was a tremendous asset to SVRI, and more importantly was a strong professional,
ethical team member with the colleagues and friends there. He was so helpful to the many,
many consumers he served in his role. He shared his experience to help grow the Institute.
Kind, selfless, funny, supportive- Greatly missed.
Mary McManus - March 30 at 09:44 PM

“

Our prayers are with your family and friends.
Glenn Swanson
NYLT Course Director
Glenn W Swanson - April 02 at 01:57 PM

“

I am sorry to hear of Will's passing. I knew him as a kind and hard working individual. My
condolences to the family.
Bob Peters - April 03 at 01:39 PM

