Virgil J McClelland
April 21, 1932 - May 11, 2018

Virgil J. McClelland, age 86, of Menomonie, WI died Friday, May 11, 2018 at the American
Lutheran Home in Menomonie.
He was born April 21, 1932 in the Town of Dunn, Dunn County, WI to Floyd and Ellen
(Erickson) McClelland.
Virgil served in the U.S. Navy from 1951 to 1954. He was a Gunners Mate 1st Class for 18
months on the Aircraft Carrier Philippine Sea CVA47 off the coast of Korea … which was
the first aircraft carrier into the Korean Wars when it started and first to leave when it
ended and made three trips.
On August 25, 1953, Virgil married Kate in Menomonie. They would have celebrated 65
years of marriage this August.
After 21 years, Virgil retired from 3M in Menomonie.
Virgil was a gifted Scandinavian woodcarver and has many of his carvings all over the
world. He earned gold medals in Scandinavian Woodcarving and Scandinavian Knife
Sheath making. Virgil was an extremely kind and caring person and a great guy.
Kate thanks God for all the years Virgil was in her life. He was loved for sure, and was the
best husband ever.
Virgil is survived by his wife Kate; daughter Deb (Tim) Christenson; grandchildren, Chris
McClelland (Kaydi), Mike McClelland, Erik Christenson and Annelise (Kyle) Reiter; greatgrandchildren, Alayna, Elliott, Edison, Pierce and Jude; a brother Jim (Jean) McClelland.
He is also survived by several nieces, other relatives and many close friends.
He was preceded in death by his son David; brothers, Alvin, Maynard and Don; and sister
Betty Lee.

Funeral Services will be held at 1:00 p.m. Saturday, May 19, 2018 at Olson Funeral Home
in Menomonie. There will be visitation at the funeral home one hour prior to the service on
Saturday. Burial will be in Evergreen Cemetery in Menomonie with military honors by
Menomonie Veterans Honor Guard.
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Comments

“

In our culture, books, music and films are made about couples that just seem to
perfectly "made for one another." Kate and Virgil are one of these immortal pairings. I
use the present tense because Virgil will continue to live in Kate's heart and in the
rest of his family -- beautiful children and grandchildren who are blessed with
memories, experiences and stories about this humble, dependable and honest man.
Kate -- you ironed his shirts! He drove the back roads to get you where you were
going safely and worry-free. That's REAL love. We were fortunate to share a
friendship many years ago and I have thought of you both often with goodwill.
May the family pull together and deepen their love for one another though this loss.
Paulette Ponick and Len Seyberth

Paulette Ponick - May 17, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
Roger and Nancy Steinmeyer

Nancy Steinmeyer - May 14, 2018 at 07:09 PM

“

Chris Knospe lit a candle in memory of Virgil J McClelland

Chris Knospe - May 12, 2018 at 10:04 PM

“

To my dear Kate. So sorry to hear of Virgil's passing. My thoughts and prayers are
with you at this time. God Bless you and your family, and God Bless Virgil...

Chris Knospe - May 12, 2018 at 10:03 PM

