Roger D. Natwick
December 12, 1932 - March 7, 2019

Roger D. Natwick, age 86, of Menomonie, WI passed away Thursday, March 7, 2019 at
his home with hospice.
Roger Natwick was born December 12, 1932 to George and Mabel Natwick in Buxton
North Dakota. He graduated from high school in Buxton and then went on to earn a
degree in medicine from the University of North Dakota. He continued his education at
Tufts University in Boston, Massachusetts where he obtained his doctorate of medicine.
He and his family moved to Akron, Ohio where he pursued his internship and residency in
surgery.
Following the completion of his residency he moved his family to Menomonie Wisconsin
where he became the first and only surgeon in Dunn County at the time. He was well
known and loved by many in the Menomonie area for the kind of care that he gave people.
Roger’s passion for people and his love for the Lord were the trademarks of who he is and
was. One of his favorite passages in scripture is 1 Corinthians 15:54-55, “But when this
perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality,
then will come about the saying that is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in victory. O death
where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?”
Roger was preceded in death by his parents, his two sons David Allen Natwick and Paul
Eric Natwick.
He is survived by his precious wife of 63 years, Joanne Marie Fagstad Natwick, his son
Joel Thomas Natwick and daughters-in-law, Tammy Lou Natwick, Dana Natwick and
Karen Russel, brother Casey Natwick, as well as ten grandchildren.
The Lord, his family and people, were the focus of his life. He las left a powerful legacy
that will carry through to many generations.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Wednesday, March 13, 2019 at Menomonie
Alliance Church with Pastor Don Wiggins officiating. There will be visitation at the church
one hour prior to the service. Burial will be in Evergreen Cemetery in Menomonie at a later
date. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.
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Comments

“

I have so many great memories of Dr. Natwick when I worked at the hospital-- like
when he would give us nurses a box of chocolates at Christmas then add a comment
"a moment on the lips, forever on the hips"!!
It has been a privilege to know this man of God: his strong faith, his knowledge and
memorization of scripture, his giving heart, and his amazing desire to share Jesus
even in his last days when he was so very sick. Certainly a life well lived.
I can only imagine the homecoming he had in heaven.
Thank you, Roger, for teaching us all how to truly live for the LORD.

Jan Molnar - March 12 at 10:25 PM

“

It was the early 70's and my friend, Randy Berdal, and I were asked to come into the
Natwick home to share with others how our lives had been pulled from the hippie
scene of the 60's. With his strong passion for sharing the good news of Jesus Christ,
Dr. Natwick had lined up a few people he worked with to come and hear the
testimonies of the two long-haired lads who had been redeemed during the "Jesus
Movement." We had minimal longevity as new believers; yet, he believed in us and
projected into our human spirits a worth that even we ourselves had not come to
recognize. Like pushing a toy sailboat out into a pond, we can still feel Dr. Natwick's
passion for evangelism - his gentle hand encouraging and releasing us to go and
share Christ while there is still time! Now, after nearly fifty years, I have come to
recognize that God creates special relationships. Relationships that may drift for
years without contact or communication; however, when reunited they are as fresh
as the day you first met! It will be like that for those two boys. Thank you for loving
us, Dr. Natwick.
John Emberson

John Barry Emberson - March 12 at 02:19 PM

“

Auntie Joanne, Joel aAll our love, Jay and Jackind Family, Uncle Roger was the
best. His soft spoken, loving voice will always be ringing in my ears. He loves so
many and so many loved him. I am so sorry we cannot be with you Wednesday but
we will be with you in thought and in our prayers. I can just imagine the Natwick
reunion going on in heaven. Love Jay and Jacki

Jay and Jacki Omland - March 12 at 12:45 PM

“

Dear Joanne and family,
I am so sorry to hear about Dr. Natwick's passing to Glory. (Although, among no
doubt many hundreds of others who did also, I counted him a friend, yet out of
respect I never could bring myself to call him "Roger".) It was in the Fall of 1982 that
as a doctor, he literally saved my life, when my appendix burst, and I was minutes
from death. He also was a part of saving my faith in God, being the pillar of the
church in Menomonie as he was. In 1978, when I was a full-of-doubt-and-skepticism
college freshman at UW-Stout, I stood in awe of the 6:00 A.M. men's Bible study
groups that Dr. Natwick led--long before the "Promise Keepers" movement began.
Here was a man who was maybe the smartest person I ever met...and yet he
believed in a historical Jesus! Both as a skilled physician and as a person who truly
loved God, and as a man who made every person feel they were a person of worth,
Roger's influence for the greater good and for God's kingdom will continue for
generations to come. Be assured of our prayers for you.
--With love and many happy memories, Rev. Brian Ewing

Rev. Brian Ewing - March 11 at 01:41 PM

“

I feel so honored to have worked with Dr. Natwick. When I worked in OB at the
hospital, I just loved watching him do C-sections. Watching his hands work was so
fascinating. And all of his C-section Moms got a button from him that read, "A
Cesarean Baby is a Cut Above"! Rest in peace Dr. Natwick.

Barb Biesterveld - March 11 at 08:40 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you have said goodbye to a loving
husband and dad. Our memories of sharing Jesus over coffee, Sunday dinners, Bible
study, young couple's retreats and campfires, board meetings, church ministries, and
home Bible study trainings -- and so much more-- almost 50 years of these
memories remind us of the Godly impact Roger had in our lives. Thank you Jesus for
giving us Roger as a mentor and friend and brother in Jesus.

Duane and Leona Johnson - March 10 at 05:56 PM

“

Sincere sympathy to the Natwick family. The way he gave to others is truly
inspirational. He performed life saving surgery on me at 7 weeks of age over 50 yrs
ago! I will be forever grateful. It was such a special treat when he brought rootbeer
floats to all of us clinic nurses! He touched so many lives and will live on through so
many. God bless.

Donna Rudiger - March 10 at 03:18 PM

“

My deepest sympathy to Dr. Natwick's family! He removed my appendix when I was
15 yrs. old. Wonderful man! RIP

Becky Jo Anderson - March 10 at 11:48 AM

“

Dr. Natwick and his wife Joanne had great influence in our lives. We are sorry to hear
of his passing but we will see him again in heaven.
Tom and Doris Triphan

Tom Triphan - March 10 at 09:41 AM

“

Dr. Natwick was always a kind and generous man. His care as a surgeon was only
surpassed by his love for Jesus. When he bought strawberries from Red Cedar
Farm, he liked to give a little extra for ice cream for the workers. He was generous.
One of the last surgeries he performed was an emergency appendectomy when our
16 year old son Justo had a ruptured appendix. Dr. Natwick was quick and skillful
and cared for people. He also loved to host foreign students in their home.He loved
to share the Gospel with anyone he could. The community will miss him as a friend
and a fine upstanding citizen.

Josie Pillman - March 09 at 06:02 PM

“

He was a Great man and Dr. Sorry for your loss. We had many great talks and
stories to share.

Mark Butler - March 09 at 03:08 PM

“

Our condolences to the Natwick family. Roger was a special person and touched so
many. He will be long remembered. Julie and Jerry Merritt

Julianne Merritt - March 09 at 12:24 PM

“

Our condolences to the Natwick family. Roger has changed moved on but his
memory will live long. He touched so many. I'm thankful for the years I worked with
him .

Julianne Merritt - March 09 at 12:17 PM

“

Dr. Natwick's compassionate care and intentional discipleship of those around him
was gift. He invested across generations in so many ways - he was a spiritual father
to my parents, he shared candy with kids to help make church just a little sweeter,
and he brought me to Russia when I was a high school student to help me explore
my growing passion for medicine and missions. His example of generosity, service,
and love for others had a profound impact on my life. I am thankful for him and the
legacy of faith he leaves behind.

Amy - March 08 at 10:00 PM

“

Roger and Joanne are great friends of our family and he will be dearly missed. He
worked with my Dad for years at the hospital and clinic as a skilled surgeon and was
also a pillar of our community. May Jesus hold your entire family in the palm of His
hands...

Kristi Jonet - March 08 at 06:07 PM

“

Dr Natwick and his wife Joanne both had a great spiritual, financial and musical
influence in our lives. They blessed us greatly. So sorry we are away and not able to
come in person to the memorial celebration. Lou and Lois Barrett

Lois Barrett - March 08 at 03:28 PM

