Richard N. Kuhman
June 18, 1942 - December 8, 2014

Richard N. Kuhman, age 72, of Colfax, WI died Monday, December 8, 2014 in Waconia,
MN.
Richard was born to Webb and Emma (Kuechler) Kuhman on June 18, 1942 in Aurora,
Illinois. He graduated from Yorkville High School in 1960, and Parsons College, Fairfield,
Iowa in1964 and later earned his Master’s degree from UW Eau Claire in 1986. Richard
taught in Illinois from 1966 to 1972 and taught in the Menomonie School District from
August 8, 1972 to June 6, 2002.
He enjoyed gardening, fishing, traveling and was an avid Green Bay Packers fan. Richard
loved science and enjoyed spending time in the great outdoors. He especially enjoyed bird
watching and feeding birds. He was also instrumental in getting the fifth grade students
camping and learning about nature at the Environmental Site near Knapp.
Richard is survived by his wife Sheila, brother Robert Kuhman of Delavan, Wisconsin,
sister Jane (William) Wininger of St Charles, Minnesota, and sister-in-law Karen “Mikie”
Kuhman of Cable, Wisconsin. He is also survived by his step children David (Lisa) Keyes
and Jeff (Cheryl) Keyes; step grandchildren Danielle, Cheyenne, Jordyn, Delan and Blane
Keyes; in-laws Sandy (Neil) Weber, Jerry (Cheri) Odness, and Sharon Bressler.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Webb and Louise Kuhman and brother Gary
Kuhman.
Memorial services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Friday, December 12, 2014 at Olson Funeral
Home in Menomonie with Pastor Roy Harrisville officiating. Visitation will be one hour prior
to the service at the funeral home. The family invites everyone to a luncheon at the Tainter
Town Hall (N8150 Cty. Rd. D-G, Colfax, WI 54730) following the Memorial Service.

Events
DEC
12

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Olson Funeral Home & Cremation Services
615 Wilson Ave, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

DEC
12

Funeral Service

11:00AM - 12:00PM

Olson Funeral Home & Cremation Services
615 Wilson Ave, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

Whenever I think of North School I think of Mr Kuhman . By far one of the best years
in elementary school . Learning the words to " Found a Peanut ", making tin foil
dinners in the parking lot of the school , the long hike to the campsite .
I wish I could have shared with him how many lasting memories he made during my
childhood .
My thoughts and prayers go out to his Family , Friends and to all his past students.

Sofi Nelson Doane - December 14, 2014 at 09:58 AM

“

RIP Mr. Kuhman---anyone who had the pleasure of attending North School in the late
70's or, in my case, the early 80's, will never forget the school camping trips you led
us on at the Environmental Site. Those two outings...including the campfire songs
you taught us...are forever etched in my memories. Thank you for being a great
teacher and mentor to a lot of kids throughout your career!

Eric Burns - December 14, 2014 at 09:24 AM

“

Thank you for the memories Mr. Kuhman. You were my fifth grade teacher and I
loved how you taught science through experiential learning. I send my blessings and
prayers to your family. Rest well; 36 years as a classroom teacher and many more as
a husband and father equate to life lived well. -Jon Peterson, Menomonie, Class of
1993

jon peterson - December 13, 2014 at 01:47 AM

“

Sheila and Keyes family, I'm thinking of you today, knowing it's a very sad day for
you. I'm out of town, but my thoughts are with you all. God's peace.

Jan Hastings - December 12, 2014 at 10:59 AM

“

Dick and I were both hired in 1972 to teach at North Elementary in Menomonie. I
spent the next 8 years working with Dick at North. The thing I remember most is the
good humor with which he approached his work there. He related every subject he
taught to science and the environment.
His love for environmental education rubbed off on me—so much so that the two of
us worked together to use the framework of the district environmental education
curriculum to develop our own plan for 5th and 6th graders at North School. We
started a student-centered recycling program at North when there had been none in
the city. We located an out-of-town source to pick up our recyclables. The best part
was that we were paid good money for those recyclables, and we used the money to
help fund our 5th and 6th grade campouts at the district environmental site.
I was very unsure about taking a whole class on an overnight campout, but after
doing it successfully with 6th graders one year, Dick convinced me that I could do it
with 5th grade as well. He was right. The two of us developed the 5th and 6th grade
campouts into a tradition that students looked forward to and loved. I can still
remember how the kids all pitched in and did everything we asked of them. The looks
on their faces said it all—that this was a positive life-changing event for many of
them. When they were all tucked away in their tents, Dick and I would take a last
walk around the tent area, listening to the last of the quiet murmurs coming from the
tents as these happy kids drifted off to sleep. Then Dick and I would make our way
back to the campfire, where we would sit for a while and talk about the day and the
tomorrow to come.
I think that sitting around that campfire is where I really got to know and like Dick.
With the flames in front of us and the darkness behind, there was an intimacy we
both felt with the world around us. That’s how I will remember Dick, gazing into that
fire, fulfilled by the day’s events and thinking of all the possibilities that lay ahead.
Dick was a good man who made a difference in this world.
Ron Powers

Ron Powers - December 12, 2014 at 08:58 AM

“

I was a North School student from 1969-1976. I remember Mr. Kuhman fondly and
would have known him from his photo alone! He hasn't changed a bit! I especially
remember the kindness in his eyes. Sorry for your loss, and wishing you peace.

Connie Nelson Guenther - December 11, 2014 at 08:16 PM

“

I was saddened to read of Dick's death in the paper today. As the principal of Cedar
Falls Elementary from 1998-2008 I shared many a teaching moment with Dick. My
office adjoined his classroom in that small school so for most of every day I could
hear Dick's voice teaching, guiding and working with 5th graders. He did love science
and he loved his students. I enjoyed my years of working with Dick and offer my
condolences to his family. The world will have one less large smile with the loss of
Dick.

Nancy Estrem-Fuller - December 11, 2014 at 08:25 AM

“

So sorry about your loss Sheila, my thoughts are with you.

Diane Gerth - December 10, 2014 at 06:38 PM

“

So sorry Shelia,will be thinking of you at this time.

Penny Holden - December 10, 2014 at 02:09 PM

