Orrinne L. Johnson
December 10, 1936 - December 19, 2018

Orrinne Lillian Oakland Johnson was born to Joseph and Lillian Oakland in Centerville,
South Dakota on December 10, 1936. The family moved to a farm northwest of Colfax on
Otter Creek followed by a farm off 170 north of Norton Lutheran Church. Orrinne attended
Norton Elementary school then high school in Colfax graduating in the class of 1955.
After high school she attended the University of Eau Claire with a degree in Elementary
Education. She did her practice teaching at Boyceville Elementary School. When her
practice teaching was completed, she was hired to a full-time position. Teaching there for
three years, during that time she met Kenneth Johnson and started dating him which led
to their marriage on June 19 of 1960.
After their marriage they took teaching positions in the Owen-Withee School District. At
this time their first child was born (Carl Johnson). They taught at Owen-Withee for five
years when Kenneth accepted a teaching position in Menomonie School District where
they had their second child (Geraldine Johnson). They built a house that Orrinne designed
and built eight more houses that she designed for other families.
Orrinne moved on with her education and got a Master's degree and then took a position
as reading specialist in the School District of the Menomonie Area which she held for 23
years.
We loved to travel so in the summer we took our camper and traveled throughout the
United States. We traveled in every state before our oldest child graduated from high
school. We did other traveling that included the west coast of Europe and around the
Mediterranean and China.
Orrinne like's outdoor activities golf, walking, biking, down-hill skiing and boating. She was
an artist. She would sketch and paint beautiful pictures in water colors. She sold a number
of her paintings.
She loved her church "New Life Lutheran" and was involved in church organizations which
have become very supportive in her battle with Pancreatic Cancer. She also wanted to
thank the medical staff that treated her and treated her with so much kind support.
Orrinne is survived by her husband Kenneth, brother David and his wife Karen, son Carl
his wife Diana, daughter Geraldine her husband Jeff, five grandchildren Joe, Sam,
Andrew, Steven and Tasha and five great-grandchildren Jack, Lauren, Henry, Thomas and

Aurora. Orrinne was a loving wife, a wonderful mother and grandmother, and a kind friend.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018 at New Life Lutheran
Church in Menomonie, with Pastor Roy Harrisville officiating. There will be visitation from
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie and at the church one hour
prior to the service on Saturday. Burial will be in Tiffany Cemetery in Boyceville.
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Tiffany Cemetery
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28

Boyceville, WI, 54725

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Olson Funeral Home
615 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751
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Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

New Life Lutheran Church
620 24th Ave. W., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

DEC
29

Funeral Service

11:00AM

New Life Lutheran Church
620 24th Ave. W., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

A face and memory from my past. It was 60 years ago, when young, we had classes
together at UW- Eau Claire in Elementary Ed. Corinne was always one you could talk
with and was always a friend. My sincere sympathy to her family. Lois Papke

Lois Krienke Papke - December 28, 2018 at 02:57 PM

“

I knew Orrine most of my life as our parents were part of a quartet and we children
came along to their practices. She was the beautiful teenager I admired. Later on
Orrine married my husband’s cousin, Kenneth. We have stayed in touch even as Jim
and I have moved around the U. S. I have continued to admire and respect Orrine
and Kenneth for so many reasons including their generosity and hospitality and their
kindness to Jim’s parents. She will be missed by all who knew her. We hope to see
Kenneth in 2019. Judy and Jim Johnson

Judy Johnson - December 27, 2018 at 05:52 PM

“

Orrine Oakland was a carbon copy of her Mother Lillian. They were kind and
compassionate women. My condolences to the Johnson family...and the Oakland
family as well.

Barbara Bieber - December 25, 2018 at 06:08 PM

“

It is with a heavy heart that I send condolences to the Johnson family. Ken, your wife
was one of my favorite people for all of these years that our paths crossed. I don't
know of a more compassionate, caring, kind and supporting wife than your wife
Orrinne. I can still hear her say "Kenneth" and then complete the sentence with some
prideful, kind statement about something she was proud of you for. I am so sad that
we will miss her funeral as we will already be in Destin but will have her on our mind.
Greet your kids for me and God be with you all at this sad time. Steve and Kathy
Schrantz

Steve Schrantz - December 23, 2018 at 09:16 AM

“

Orrine was a very special and talented lady. We knew her because of the Optimists
Club and she was always such a welcoming and positive person. She will be
remembered for all the energy she brought into a room. Annette and John Taylor

Annette Taylor - December 21, 2018 at 11:00 AM

