O.K. Hedlund
June 22, 1931 - October 11, 2014

O.K. Hedlund, age 83, of Menomonie, formerly of Boyceville, passed away Saturday,
October 11, 2014 at his home.
Oliver Kellogg “O.K.” Hedlund was born on June 22, 1931 on a farm northwest of
Boyceville to Martin R. and Edna (Kellogg) Hedlund. The family moved to Boyceville in
1944 and he graduated from Boyceville High School in 1949. After one and one half years
at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa O.K. enlisted in the U.S. Army and served three years,
one of which was in Korea, prior to his discharge in 1954.
On December 26, 1953 O.K. married Roberta J. Bodette and from this union five children
were born who have blessed them with ten grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.
O.K. joined Hedlund Mfg. Co. Inc., a family business, in 1955, and was there until he was
the sole survivor of the original four owners. The company was sold in 1985.
O.K. and Bobbie resided in rural Boyceville until 1999 when they established a home in
Menomonie, WI. O.K. was a lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Boyceville, and
loved his church, where he served in many positions over his lifetime. While in Boyceville
he served in positions with the American Legion, Boyceville Village Board, School Board
and other organizations. In Menomonie he served with the V.F.W., The ARC of Dunn Co.,
Disabled and Elderly Transportation and was a member of the Executive Committee for
Dunn Co. Farm Progress Days. He was a volunteer driver for the Office on Aging for a
number of years and enjoyed transporting dialysis patients for almost five years. After
retirement much time was spent fishing, hunting, boating and enjoying their cabin in
northern Wisconsin with family and friends.
O.K. was very proud to have been one of the founding members of the Dunn Co. Assn. on
Alcohol and Drug Abuse, now Arbor Place, and served that organization in various
positions.

In his later years he enjoyed gardening and sharing the harvest with neighbors and
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, an infant brother Donald and his sister Ruth.
O.K. is survived by his wife Bobbie; five children, Kristin (Kenneth) Carlsrud, Julianne
(William) Fisher, Laura (John) Salmi, Rebecca Johnson, Martin (Brenda) Hedlund; ten
grandchildren, Jeremy (Rachel) Carlsrud, Bethany (Daniel) Weiland, Judson (Megan)
Fisher, Chelsea Fisher, Hayley (Andy) Fisher, Ian Salmi, Alexandra Salmi, Sam Johnson,
Nicole Hedlund and Eric Hedlund; three great-grandchildren, Ava Trinity Salmi, Gracie
Weiland and Fox William Fisher.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 18, 2014 at Trinity Lutheran
Church in Boyceville, WI with Pastor Brad Peterson officiating. There will be visitation at
the church from 11:00 a.m. Saturday until the time of the service. Burial will be in Tiffany
Cemetery in Boyceville with military honors conducted by Harmon-Harris American Legion
Post 314 and Menomonie Veterans Honor Guard. Olson Funeral Home of Menomonie is
serving the family.
It was O.K.’s request that memorials be given to Trinity Lutheran Church or Arbor Place.

Events
OCT
18

Visitation

11:00AM - 02:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
1039 Nordveien, Boyceville, WI, US, 54725

OCT
18

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Trinity Lutheran Church
1039 Nordveien, Boyceville, WI, US, 54725

Comments

“

Linda Crosby lit a candle in memory of O.K. Hedlund

Linda Crosby - November 14, 2014 at 08:38 PM

“

A very good and Godly man. He will be greatly missed by so many, as he touched so
many lives...Hi memory will go on for many many years...Hard shoes to fill.
Darcy And Lisa Hedlund

Darcy Hedlund - October 18, 2014 at 07:35 PM

“

I had a privilege to become part of the family later in life. Although I am not able to be
there today to support you know that my thoughts and prayers are with you.

Evie Wylie - October 18, 2014 at 08:21 AM

“

O K was a pillar in the helping services community. A joy to work with and always
pleasant and optimistic. He will be missed by many.

Dennis Spader - October 16, 2014 at 11:27 AM

“

I have had the honor of being a part of your family my entire life. Although you did
make the ultimate Korean Steak, one of my favorites was the super buttery popcorn,
our holidays together (how did u guys squeeze all of us in those tiny houses?) and
just to know that you loved me. You and your family will always be a pat of me and
with me. I love you OK! My love to all of your family!
Mud Puppy

Carmen - October 14, 2014 at 08:26 PM

“

O.K. will be greatly missed at Stepping Stones. I feel the weight of this loss. I looked
forward to seeing him every Friday afternoon when he picked up the Project S.A.M.
bags and transported them to the Menomonie schools. O.K. always had something
witty and comical to say and he always began with that great smile. I feel so
fortunate to have crossed paths with him and to have known him even if it were for
just a brief season of my life. He blessed me with such great memories to hold in my
heart until the day we meet again. Rest in Peace My friend!
Lana Anderson
Stepping Stones Food Pantry Coordinator

lana anderson - October 14, 2014 at 07:49 PM

“

Favorite memories of Uncle OK were fun times @ the cabins, Korean steak and his
famous Pickles. He sure knew how to garden! He was always smiling and made you
feel welcome always He was so special and will be greatly missed. Until we meet
again~ Love you to the moon and stars, Peter and Janna

Janna & Peter Bodette - October 14, 2014 at 04:16 PM

“

I have nothing but fond memories of O.K. I was invited to his 9th Birthday Party at the
Hedlund-Farm, which was just across the road from the Hoitomt-Farm. I was only 51/2 but he treated me like his buddy. We played in the woods, building a tepee out of
sticks with the help of his hatchet; pretending we were Indians. The highlight was the
airplane ride. I now realize that was the forerunner of today’s Zip-Line. A large rope
was attached high-up in the windmill, with the other end attached to a large tree
located near the house. We would climb up the windmill to a platform from which we
could get into the airplane. The airplane was suspended from the rope on 2-pulleys;
once we were seated, O.K. would pull a lever and away we went we would travel
down the sag in the rope and back up towards the tree, and this back-and-forth until
we stopped just a foot off the ground where we could get out of the airplane. The
plane was pulled back up to the launching platform with a much longer but smaller
rope that was secured to the back of the plane, with the other end that was strong
trough a pulley that was attached to the launching-platform with that end reaching
the ground. We did this many times; the most fun I can ever remember. Shortly after
this my parents moved from the Hoitomt-farm and I lost all contact with O.K. only
seeing him briefly at a family funeral. I will never forget him.
Myron Hoitomt

Myron Hoitomt - October 14, 2014 at 01:08 PM

“

we are sending love to you...
we love you and pray for your heart to find peace.
in HIS love,
the Bertch Jackson's

toby - October 14, 2014 at 02:06 AM

“

His cheerful attitude always put a smile on our faces every time we saw him.

Roger Weiland - October 13, 2014 at 04:47 PM

“

He never turned anybody away.he would go out of his way to help anybody that
needed it.whenever me or my daughter saw him and his wife in church he always
had a smile on his face.he will be deeply missed.

TYAN VANDEVREDE - October 12, 2014 at 11:10 PM

“

what an amazing man..a fun guy..always a smile on his face..accepted you as you
are..never..EVER judged me or my brother.. and we were outlawish...I will miss this
guy.. and will never ever forget him..R.I.P. Okie

Bob Ludovico - October 12, 2014 at 08:22 PM

“

I always felt welcomed throughout the years. He made great Korean steak and I'm so
happy that I continued to be part of this family at times over the years! Rest in peace
gentle man!

jayne Russell - October 12, 2014 at 07:58 PM

“

Love and much sympathy is sent to all the Hedlund's today. OK was a happy guy
who always had a smile and a hug to share. He will be dearly missed by all who
knew him and his wonderful family.

Laurie (Rosie) Ince - October 12, 2014 at 07:47 PM

“

My condolences to Bobbie and all of the Hedlund family. OK was a special person to
all he knew. He will be missed! Love to you all, Traci Suckow

Traci Suckow - October 12, 2014 at 07:36 PM

“

marty and family so sorry to hear about ur loss ur dad was a great guy i remember
some great times with ur dad and baseball he did alot for others as for you all he will
be missed even tho im few states away ive always wondered about him i will miss
him god be with ya all

joey pines - October 12, 2014 at 07:16 PM

“

I always enjoyed when O.K. would stop in to work, either for the purpose of helping
someone in the community or to see his lovely daughter, Rebecca. As so many others
have said, he always had a smile and was more than willing to help anyone and everyone.
My sincere sympathy to the entire family. You've lost a special man; but heaven has gained
an angel who, I've no doubt, will reach down and continue to touch your lives and the lives
of many others.
JODI DIERICH - October 13, 2014 at 02:26 PM

