Lewis D Cran
July 29, 1941 - November 9, 2021

Lewis Dave Cran, age 80, of Menomonie, WI passed away at The Neighbors of Dunn
County after 14 months on Mayo Hospice when the Lord called him home on Tuesday,
Nov. 9, 2021. He was surrounded by his family.
He was born July 29, 1941, in Stillwater, MN the second oldest of six children born to
Warren W. and Weltha B. (Dunbar) Cran. He attended River Falls High School, and
graduated from high school in Somerset, WI in 1960.
Lew served with the Wisconsin National Guard from 1960 to 1964. He was a Combat and
Hospital Corpsman in Sam Houston, TX in 1962.
He received a Radiology Technician degree at Sacred Heart Hospital in Eau Claire in
1966 and attended Eau Claire Tech. School for Emergency Technician in 1980.
Lew was employed by Red Cedar Clinic/Mayo Clinic Health System in Menomonie, WI
from 1966 until retiring in 2012. He was a Lab Tech for 25 years, X-Ray Tech for 42 years,
Audiometric Tech for 18 years, ER Tech for 35 years, Orthopedic Tech for nine years, EMT
for Menomonie Ambulance for 20 years, and a Breath Alcohol Tech.
Lew was with the Civil Air Patrol Search and Rescue, American Red Cross Instructor, Red
Cedar Speedway Ambulance Rescue, Rock Falls Racetrack Rescue and Eye Bank
Enucleator.
In his free time Lew enjoyed running, biking, roller blading and snow shoeing. He was a
member of the Dunn County Fish and Game and he was a Boy Scout troop leader.
Lew is survived by Betty his loving wife of 25 years; his children, Kent Cran of Wheeler, WI
and Kelly Cran of Duluth, MN; stepsons, Chad (Jodi) Morrow of Savage, MN and Mike
Morrow (Courtney Fregine) of Menomonie, WI; grandchildren, Cayci (Doug) Nelson and
great-grandchildren, Reid, Cole and Taylor of Glenwood City, WI, Briar Cran (Kaycie King)

and great-grandchildren, Karter, Kru and Kayden of Colfax, WI; and Makayla, Taylor,
Maxwell and Jared Morrow of Savage, MN. He is also survived by a brother Gordon
(Janice) Cran of Balsam Lake, WI; sisters, Delight (Mark) Oberg of Red Wing, MN, Wanda
(David) Kleschalt of St. Peters, MN and Christen (Bruce) Karlstad of Ellsworth, WI; former
wife Lynda Cran; many nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and special friends, Bucky
Neilsen of River Falls, WI and Mark Humphrey of Eau Claire, WI.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Warren and Weltha Cran; grandson Cole David
Cran; and a sister Ruby Cran.
The Cran family extends special thanks to the staff of Comforts of Home, Memory Care,
Mayo Hospice, The Neighbors of Dunn County and to Dr. Feigal and Dr. Brown.
Funeral services will be held 11:00 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021, at United Methodist
Church in Menomonie, WI with Pastor Wendy Slaback officiating. There will be visitation at
the church from 9:30 a.m. until the time of the service. Burial will be in Greenwood
Cemetery in River Falls, WI with military honors by River Falls American Legion Honor
Guard.
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Comments

“

Betty and family,
I was privileged to work with and enjoyed Lew. Nobody ever worked harder. My
favorite story was when I had to repair a laceration on a young farmer. For each item
I needed to do the repair, Lew literally ran to get what I needed. By about the third
time Lew ran off, the farmer asked if he always worked that hard. When I said yes,
he said, “I should have married him instead of my wife.” He added a lot to the clinic
and hospital through the years.

Jim Walker - December 17, 2021 at 01:05 PM

“

Betty and family... so sorry for your loss. Most everyone here commented on his fast
pace! Love it. One memory he told me was how for a year he and Betty went to a
different church every Sunday! I also appreciated how he came up to me and gave
me a hug and we had a mutual laughs in our conversation. Great guy to work with!
You all have my sincere sympathy. Chris Geiger

Chris Geiger - November 16, 2021 at 03:35 PM

“

Lew was a great friend and a great person. He would help anyone at anytime
unconditionally. Lew was a very caring person. Lew and I went on many ambulance
calls together while on Menomonie Ambulance Service and spent many years
together at the Red Cedar Speedway working on the race track ambulance together.
While at the races we would tune in on the static AM ambulance radio and catch
some of the summer Friday night Brewer games. I remember spending some Friday
nights at the races on his birthday. I would always buy 2 huge pans of brownies and
pop for all of the infield Red Cedar Speedway crew of people to help celebrate his
birthday. We even raced a stock car for 2 seasons at Red Cedar Speedway,
alternating every other Friday night driving the race car. We would work on the stock
car at his house/garage between races. Lew somehow talked me into becoming
certified in Eye Enucleation. We did many of them together. Lew was a "Jack of all
Trades" and as everyone else says, was very fast and energetic, constantly
multitasking. Lew easily lived 160 years of life within his 80 years on earth. He loved
his family and talked about them often. Lew was a very positive influence in my life. I
am honored to have been a friend of his. I will always have many, many, great
memories of Lew.

Mark Humphrey - November 12, 2021 at 10:27 PM

“

Kathleen Berger lit a candle in memory of Lewis D Cran

Kathleen Berger - November 12, 2021 at 02:00 PM

“

So sorry to hear about Lew. He was a great guy. I worked with him at Rock Falls and
Red Cedar. He had such an interesting life, I always told him, he should write a book.
He was an institution at the clinic in Menomonie. Everyone knew him. I'm proud to
call him my friend. Live and prayers to his entire family.

Pam Reitz - November 12, 2021 at 09:15 AM

“

Jeremy Dahl lit a candle in memory of Lewis D Cran

Jeremy Dahl - November 11, 2021 at 08:38 PM

“

Thank you, Lew, for all your service. You're endless energy was an inspiration to
everyone.

Louis and Lois Barrett - November 11, 2021 at 10:25 AM

“

Lew was just a wonderful human being always giving to others. He touched so many
lives and left a warm impression on all. I consider myself very privileged to have
worked with Lew. My deepest sympathy to Betty and his family.

Barbara Biesterveld - November 11, 2021 at 08:56 AM

“

Betty and family,
I spent many shifts working with Lew on the ambulance. It seems I was always a
step behind him, he only had one speed and that was fast. We were on some
challenging runs and I could always depend on him. The only trouble he had was
sitting still. If we weren’t out on a run he would have to go to hospital and find
something that needed doing.
Lots of good memories. Sympathies to all
Bonnie “Hake” Thurnbeck

Bonnie Hake Thurnbeck - November 10, 2021 at 11:52 PM

“

Lew, was such an asset at the clinic and hospital.He worked in many different areas
and was always on the move. I had the privilege of working with him at a couple of
the races at Red Cedar Speedway and back in the old days when he worked with the
ambulance service I tagged along to get my hours in for my EMT training…he was a
good teacher. R.I.P Lew….you will be missed.
Thinking of you Betty and your family and sending hugs and prayers.

Cindy Warner - November 10, 2021 at 09:17 PM

“

I have soooo many great memories but the one that brings an instant smile to my
face is when Lew, Betty, John, and I took line dancing classes together. Lew was
always kind, caring, and fun to be with. Thank you Lew for all the memories. Bless all
of Lew's family and friends. Prayers for everyone to feel the warmth of a Higher
Powers love during this difficult time.

Sheli Jo Metzger - November 10, 2021 at 08:14 PM

“

So many of us have missed the clack of his boots walking through the clinic on his
next mission to help someone. His knowledge and help in all areas was such a
blessing to us all. He is definently a legend at Mayo Red Cedar. My sympathy to his
entire family. Truly one of a kind I had the honor to work with.

Donna Rudiger - November 10, 2021 at 07:59 PM

“

Condolences to "David's" family. I remember David well from RFHS. He was a great
guy...quiet, friendly...and always respectful.
Sue Stone Erzen, Class of 1960

Sue Stone Erzen - November 10, 2021 at 06:48 PM

“

Betty, Lew was a great friend to Ted and me. He will be missed.

Chrissa Statz - November 10, 2021 at 06:00 PM

