Levi Joy Teegarden
April 17, 1927 - January 18, 2021

We all have a little less joy in our lives - on January 18th, 2021 Levi Joy Teegarden
passed away at his home surrounded by family, at the age of 93. He was our family
historian; whose tales of Dunn County and his favorite community "Teegardenville" are
legendary. You could show Joy a photo from 80 years ago and he could tell you its rich
story.
Joy was born on April 17th, 1927, at the family homestead in Menomonie, the son of Levi
and Julia Larson Teegarden. Joy’s childhood years included working in the fifth-generation
family business, Teegarden Lumber and Snow Fence, and learning baseball from his
uncles, the well-known “Larson Nine”.
Joy met the love of his life, Ardis Mae Orfgen, on the dance floor of the 400 Club, and they
were married August 8th, 1952 at Boyceville United Methodist Church. Together they
created "A Wonderful Life", as Joy would often say.
In addition to the snow fence business and their farm, Joy was fortunate to work at 3M
Menomonie as a maintenance mechanic, retiring after 16 years. Joy also helped Ardy
create her legacy the Teegarden Cake Shop, where he was chief dishwasher and delivery
man. Joy's hobbies included building whatever his grandchildren imagined; extravagant
swings and slides, barns and doll houses, and car and train beds, to name a few. In later
years, he enjoyed being a member of the Moon Lake Threshing Association and taking joy
rides in his golf cart with his best friend, his cat Angel.
Joy taught us that life does not have to be perfect to be wonderful. He taught us that the
power of laughter can heal and bond. He taught us to follow our dreams. He taught us the
value of a smile; and Joy had the best. The ripples of his many acts of kindness
throughout his entire life continue to spread. Every Christmas we will be reminded of our
hero and inspiration - our "Joy to the World".
Joy is survived by his children; Cindy Teegarden Klatt (Robert Meyer), Rick (Deb)

Teegarden, Lori Teegarden, and honorary daughter Kristy Binkley. He is further survived
by 11 grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, 3 great-great grandchildren, sisters- in- law,
Irene Robinson and Jane Orfgen, as well as many loved nieces, nephews, and cousins.
He was preceded in death by his beloved wife Ardy, infant son Levi Doreen, parents Levi
and Julia Teegarden, brother Leroy Teegarden, and sister Minda Peterson-Nazier. Also
preceding were in-laws Leonard, Della, Mary, Don, Lynn, and Georgia Orfgen, and Mildred
Teegarden, Bob Robinson, and Erling Peterson.
Private family funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. Monday, January 25th at Olson
Funeral Home in Menomonie, WI with Pastor Mike Shay officiating. Burial will be held at
Teegarden Cemetery in the Town of Lucas, Dunn County, following the service. The
service will be live streamed to the Olson Funeral Home’s Facebook page. There will be a
Celebration of Life at Teegarden Ranch at a later date. The family would like to thank Dr.
Steve Rosas and Mayo Hospice for their friendship and amazing care.

Cemetery
Teegarden Cemetery
Twp. Lucas
WI,

Comments

“

I remember staying with Julia and Levi when my mom and dad ,George @Ellie
Larson went on a trip.Joe would play with Jim and I. You have our sympathy,Joe was
a neat guy. Ron @ Gloria Larson

Ronald Larson - January 25 at 11:54 AM

“

One of kindness, likable, friendly guys you could know. Had the privilege of working
with Joy for many years at 3M. RIP Joy!
Mark Senn

Mark Senn - January 24 at 11:29 PM

“

Joy was truly a beautiful man in every way. From his much younger (11 years)
cousin, Tom Larson.

Tom Larson - January 23 at 08:16 PM

“

Tom Larson he really thought the world of you. I'm so glad we could get you two together.
He enjoyed walking down memory lane with you. Cindy
Cindy - January 27 at 04:07 PM

“

To all of Joy's family and close friends, please accept my condolences with regard to
your personal loss of a loved one. While I didn't know Joy personally, his obituary
spoke of an individual who brought light and inspiration to whomever corresponded
with him.
Brian Finder

Brian Finder - January 23 at 03:45 PM

“

Thank you Brian! I’m thankful his obit spoke of who he was and you nailed it.. he was an
inspiration to anyone he met.
I am married to one of Joys Grandsons.
lillena - January 24 at 01:16 PM

“

When I hear the term "nice guy", I think of Joy. He was a truly "nice guy" to me and to
everyone he came in contact with.
Bill Teegarden

Bill TEEGARDEN - January 23 at 03:02 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sandra Orfgen - January 22 at 05:54 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Sandra Orfgen - January 22 at 05:52 PM

“

Worked with Joy at 3M for year, in the early years he kept the place running with that
infectious smile. Bringing the birthday cakes in, I visulie him yet walking those halls.
He was a"Joy" fortune. He's in heaven with his Ardy now, the family he left behind
will miss him but that's to be expected. Prayers for all.

Diane Gerth - January 22 at 03:19 PM

“

Tim Christenson lit a candle in memory of Levi Joy Teegarden

Tim Christenson - January 22 at 10:20 AM

“

Joy was always a "joy" to talk with. His life at "Teegardenville" was always so
interesting to learn about. Whenever our paths crossed, he always had time to stop
and chat. The smile he always wore was inviting and he made you feel good to have
just known him and his family. My condolences go out to his family.

Jeff Peterson - January 21 at 10:50 AM

“

Linda Crosby lit a candle in memory of Levi Joy Teegarden

Linda Crosby - January 20 at 09:29 PM

“

Kim Larson-Dicks lit a candle in memory of Levi Joy Teegarden

Kim Larson-Dicks - January 20 at 04:47 PM

“

My best memories of Joy and Andy, was when he would drive his parents car to
church in Knapp. Joy would make that car look like a limousine to all of us
youngsters.
May he rest in peace in God's care until we meet again.

Robert Kuhn - January 20 at 10:06 AM

“

Sally Wolfe lit a candle in memory of Levi Joy Teegarden

Sally wolfe - January 20 at 07:30 AM

