Rev. Leslie C. Peterson
July 15, 1920 - October 16, 2014

Leslie Cleve Peterson, age 94, died peacefully at his home at Autumn Village in
Menomonie on Thursday, October 16.
He was born July 15, 1920 in Wolfe Point, Montana to Clarence and Mabel (Carlson)
Peterson. Leslie is survived by one brother, Dean (Elaine) Peterson; daughters Luella
(Jim) Weir, Rachel (Bill) Jones, Marilyn (Pete) Friberg, Bobbie (Matt) Bainbridge, and son
Paul (Laurie) Peterson; nine granddaughters Kristi (Seth) Welle, Kari (Chris) Mayo, Sheryl
(Mark) Castillo, Carolyn (Isaac) Shafer, Amanda Bainbridge, Sarah Friberg, Caitlin
Peterson, Claudia Peterson, Eva Peterson; eight great grandchildren Brooke & Wolfe
Castillo, Sam & Owen Mayo, Rhys & Claire Shafer and Jack & Sully Welle.
He was preceded in death by his parents Clarence and Mabel (Carlson) Peterson, his wife
Ruth, brothers Marvin, Murl and Mick; sisters Evelyn, Lucille, Luella and Ardys.
When he was one year old, the family moved to Rosholt, South Dakota where they
farmed. He graduated from Rosholt High School in 1938. He attended Gustavus Adolphus
College, St. Peter, MN and graduated in 1943.
Les attended Augustana Seminary in Rock Island, Ill. where he met Ruth Hedlund and
they were married on December 27, 1946 at Trinity Lutheran Church, Boyceville, WI. He
graduated in June 1947.
In 1947 he received his call to Tanzania (Tanganyika), East Africa from the Lutheran
Board of World Missions.
Les was ordained June 15, 1947 in Kansas City, Kansas. Les and Ruth left for Africa as
missionaries in August 1947. They served in central Tanzania for 25 years. While there he
was pastor, teacher, builder, and instrumental in bringing farming methods to his
congregations.

In 1972, Les and Ruth left the mission field and returned to the United States to be close
to Ruth’s widowed father. In 1973 Les accepted a call to Providence Valley Lutheran
Church in Dawson, MN where he served for eight years. Christ Lutheran Church in
Menomonie, Wisconsin called him in 1981 as an associate pastor to Pastor Hilmar Mostul
and later to Pastor Andy Boe until 1985. Les then served American Lutheran Homes as
chaplain until 1996 when he formally retired.
In retirement Les and Ruth shared their life at their hobby farm north of Menomonie with
family, friends and community. They enjoyed gardening, their lake cabin, and horses. Les
reveled in providing many horse rides and sleigh rides for family and many community
groups. Les thoroughly enjoyed participating in Silver Threads, Sunshine group, the area
food pantry, Kids ‘n Kinship, and his horseshoe league. He continued helping with
congregational visitation. Ruth died in February 2009. Les continued to live on the farm for
two more years.
In 2011 Les moved to Autumn Village assisted living apartments in Menomonie, WI. While
there Les continued to be a regular and active member of Christ Lutheran Church. Dad
died peacefully while resting on his bed, the morning of October 16, 2014.
Memorials preferred to: Global Health Ministries, Stepping Stones (local food pantry),
Christ Lutheran Church, and Bread For The World.
A Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, October 25, 2014 at Christ
Lutheran Church in Menomonie, with Pastor Geoff Scott officiating. Visitation will be from
9:30 a.m. Saturday until the time of the service.

Events
OCT
25

Visitation

09:30AM - 11:00AM

Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

OCT
25

Memorial Service

11:00AM

Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

What a blessing to us today, who live far from the Middle West and thus unable to be
with the rest of you, to read the account of the memorial service and to note the
many Tanzania missionaries who were privileged there with you, Les's family.
"Enthusiasm" is the one chief word I attach to Les. He was without fail enthusiastic
about Africa, about his evangelists, his parish at Mgori, the missionary family and its
reunions (how unhappy he was that we could not have another), and of course, his
own dear Ruth and all of his family. I always looked forward to my adult literacy
school visits to Mgori and the opportunity to visit with Les and Ruth. Our last visit with
them was on the little farm when he was so pleased to show us his horses and we
wished we could return at Christmas time to take a sleigh ride We give thanks for his
life of service and witness!
Lois Okerstrom and Amel Olson, Santa Barbara, California

Lois Okerstrom - October 28, 2014 at 09:00 PM

“

Blessings and peace to you all as you give Les to his Lord. I always said of Pastor
Les, that if there are gates to heaven they better be unlocked, because nothing is
going to stop Pastor Les from entering.
Sorry we cannot attend the funeral, as I have one of my own to do.
Rolf and Amy Morck

Rolf Morck - October 25, 2014 at 08:02 AM

“

1 file added to the album Les

Lu Weir - October 22, 2014 at 03:45 PM

“

What a wonderful picture of Les! I miss him telling me his stories of Africa and about his
lovely wife. There wasn t one day that went by that he didn't mention her. I truly loved
listening to him when I went in to his room to assist him. His smile and laughter was like
heaven to me. Sadly missed but never forgotten in my heart that he touched with his
words.
Jan Khatab - June 17, 2016 at 12:53 PM

“

I remember staying at Les and Ruth's home during a visit with Marilyn, my college
roommate. I loved Ruth's baking, the smells in the house were delicious. Les always
spent time talking with everyone and he got to the heart of the matter. Both were
always warm, friendly, loving and treated you like family. It was like you were their
adopted son or daughter.
When my husband and I decided to purchase our first horse together, we turned to
South Dakota and the Petersons to purchase Rafiki, "friend" in Swahili. She birthed
Schatzi, "sweetheart" in German several years after we had her and we tried to carry
on the tradition of keeping a name as close to friend as possible.
When our daughter was taken from us due to a tractor accident, both Ruth and Les
stopped by to lend us their support. They are all now celebrating a new life with
Jesus. How grand to know that those of us who know the Lord as our Savior will be
celebrating together with those who have graduated from this earthly life and
completed the appointed timeline in Christ!
May God grant all of you his peace and carry you through this period of grieving
knowing He will always be there!

Diane Tiry - October 22, 2014 at 11:33 AM

“

I am personally so saddened by your dad's leaving this world--but what a mark he
has made! I loved both your parents...from the time we traveled to (then) Tanganyika
together on the Marine Jumper in September of 1947. We had many good times
together over the years--from that trip, to Machame, to Isanzu, to Ihanje, to
Lindsborg, to missionary gatherings scattered throughout the Midwest. (I think I have
those two central Tanzania places correct.) My earliest memory of your dad,
however, was when he was a seminarian (on internship maybe?) and visited Assaria
Lutheran Church in Assaria, KS. Members of our Danielson family had dinner with
him in the pastor's (S.E. Johnson) home which had a large in-ground fish pond in the
front yard. Your dad took a running leap and sailed over it...more than once. That
really impressed this 6-7 year-old kid and he was my hero ever after! Your parents
were infinitely good to us whenever and wherever we visited them! Our condolences
to all of you in the family, whom he loved so deeply, and who will miss him so greatly.
Lois (Danielson) and Dave Carlson

Lois Carlson - October 21, 2014 at 11:43 AM

“

I grew up in Rosholt and remember going with my parents to watch slides of their
mission work in Africa, when they were visiting his family in Rosholt. What a great
man! My sympathy to his family. Ruth Peterson Book. Yes, same name as his wife!

Ruth Book - October 21, 2014 at 08:17 AM

“

1 file added to the album Les

Sheryl Castillo - October 21, 2014 at 08:01 AM

“

Randy and I first met Les and Ruth at Gilman Lutheran church many years ago when
they were visiting their daughter, Marilyn, and Pete Friberg. Les gave a very
enthusiastic and interesting presentation to the congregation, sharing his life in
Africa, his ministry, and his faith. We sat with the two of them for dinner and had a
good visit, and each time we saw him since he mentioned that day. We spent some
time one afternoon a few years ago out at the lake cabin on Tainter with Marilyn and
Pete and Les was there, in typical form, we had a fun time. Just last month we were
at the farm celebrating Marilyn's b/d.... and Pete's 60th, and got to see Les and chat
a bit. He was beaming over all the people that had come, and seemed so proud of
the farm. When he left he thanked everyone for coming, lifting his arm to wave goodbye. It was a great, fun day, and we were so glad to have seen Les that one last
time.

Randy and Kathy Nyeggen - October 19, 2014 at 04:16 PM

“

Les and Ruth were very much my second parents, treating me as a son. Les was
gregarious, funny, infuriating, caring, larger than life. Many conversations were about
him. He was like a favorite worn saddle blanket with burrs attached. His belief in the
importance of family was affirmed virtually every day of his life. I always have
appreciated and share that conviction. I like to think of Ruth and Les, perhaps even
right now, out for a stroll on the African plains. He is in the lead, talking excitedly
about the sights, sounds and smells they love so dearly. Ruth is slightly behind,
nodding and smiling, appreciating his company. Maybe they see some long ago
friends off in the distance. Perhaps they wave. They are together.
Matt

Matt Bainbridge - October 19, 2014 at 01:37 PM

“

My Uncle Les married me and my husband on 8/8/80. He and Ruth were always
dear to our hearts. I'm so glad they're together again. He shot pool with my Dad who
we memorialized today. I'm thinking they had a tournament. :o) Lu, Rachel, Marilyn,
Bobbie and Paul....it was wonderful to see you all today. To be able to attend one
memorial while planning one so important is a testament to a man of God and the
faith he's built in his children. Crazy this life and bittersweet the reunions. We're with
you in spirit and will celebrate your Dad's life with you next weekend.
We love you!
Laura (John, Ian, Alex and Ava Salmi)

Laura - October 18, 2014 at 08:01 PM

“

Pastor Peterson was a great friend of my father (Dick) and the Larson family. We
enjoyed visits to his farm and the use of his pool room. His stories of Tanzania were
very interesting... This past summer my Grandson and I visited with Les at his
Lutheran Home apartment .. he was very good with a 4 year old.. showed us his
pictures and African treasures... playing catch with his ostrich egg and beating the
drum.
Very fine man. He will be missed.
Kevin Larson

Kevin Larson - October 17, 2014 at 09:44 PM

“

Pastor Les Peterson was a dedicated in his service to his Lord and Savior, Roger
and I enjoyed his many visits to our home in Knapp when he came to serve us
communion from Christ Lutheran. A devoted family man and very good friend to the
community
Lola Bosse

Lola Bosse - October 17, 2014 at 08:24 PM

