Leonard H. Garton
August 29, 1915 - August 3, 2015

On August 3, 2015, just 26 days from his 100th birthday, Leonard H. Garton of
Menomonie, WI passed peacefully from this earth into the arms of scores of friends and
loved ones who preceded him. Except for three years during World War II while serving in
the South Pacific with the United States Navy, Len lived, loved, worked, and played all his
life in Menomonie.
Len married the former Emily Schroeter on March 6, 1939 in Stillwater, MN and they
celebrated 65 years together. After his return from the War, he worked for the Chicago
Northwestern Railroad and then the US Postal Service for 30 years. He was a pitcher for
the Menomonie Blue Caps in the 1930's. For over 60 years, if you were looking for Len,
you would probably find him either bowling (high game of 289) or golfing at the
Menomonie Country Club (3 holes-in-one, including one at age 89).
Len loved animals of all kinds throughout his lifetime, especially his Boston Terriers. He
approached life with a devilish smile and a twinkle in his eyes that has left fond memories
for all who have crossed his path and shared his journey. He was extremely appreciative
of all the dedicated people who provided him with loving support and care these last few
years.
Len is survived by his son, Gary Garton of Rhinelander, two granddaughters, Deborah
Garton (Ferdinand Schlapper) of Woodbury, MN and Rebecca (Rick) Lovelace of
Rhinelander, several nieces and nephews and other friends.
He was preceded in death by his wife, Emily, his daughter-in-law, Mary Beth Garton, his
brother, Lavern, and his parents.
A celebration of Len's life will be held at 11 AM on Thursday, September 3, 2015 at Peace
Lutheran Church in Menomonie, with Pastor Kristine Stedje officiating. Burial will be in the
church cemetery. Family and friends may call at the church one hour prior to the service
on Thursday.
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Comments

“

In 1958 I was born at memorial hospitol in Menomonie. I had RH negative blood and
needed a complete transfusion. My mother told me Leonard was the man who
donated/provided blood for my transfusion. Thank you Leonard. May God be with
you and Bless your family.
Bruce Sampson

Bruce Sampson - August 28, 2015 at 11:50 AM

“

Len was a great guy. Very happy to have met him at the Menomonie Golf & Country
Club. We had plenty of laughs sharing golf stories. I enjoyed sitting with Len several
afternoons watching the Brewers and talking about the Packers too. Len and my
father had similar backgrounds. They both retired from the post office and both
served in the South Pacific at the same time. My dad will turn 100 in 2016. Len was
the last fellow my dad played with in Menomonie.
So glad that Len is at peace now.
Gail Skamfer

Gail Skamfer - August 14, 2015 at 09:12 PM

“

It was my pleasure to visit with Len weekly as a volunteer for the American Lutheran
Home, some visits I did most of the talking but would get some great comments
when I brought up golfing and animals. Also a volunteer at the Dunn County Humane
Society, I had lots to share with him about the dogs, cats and building expansion
project. He even said he planned on helping with it, I could tell he was an animal
lover too.
I will miss him but pray he is now at peace, my heartfelt sympathy to the family.
Vicki Cole

Vicki Cole - August 11, 2015 at 10:39 AM

“

Leonard, you will be greatly missed. I enjoyed our visits immensely. My car still wants
to just automatically turn towards American Lutheran to come visit you. Rest in
peace, Dear Friend after a long life well-lived. My sincere thoughts and condolences
to your family. Cherish all the wonderful memories of your dad and grandpa.
Pat

Pat Webb - August 11, 2015 at 10:27 AM

