Larry A. Hayes
July 5, 1940 - June 26, 2020

Larry Arthur Hayes, age 79 of Boyceville, WI was called by his heavenly father to come on
home Friday, June 26, 2020 at home surrounded by his loving wife and family after a
courageous 10-month battle with pancreatic cancer.
He was born July 5, 1940 in Wisconsin Rapids, WI. to Harley and Iona (Lewis) Hayes. He
graduated from Elk Mound High School in 1958 and served in the United States Navy
from 1958 to 1962 while stationed in Washington and Alaska. He met the love of his life,
Carol Pearson on Friday night, June 19, 1964 while selling used cars in Rockford, Illinois
to help make payments on his 1963 red Corvette Stingray. They dated for a year and
married on June 26, 1965.
They moved to Menomonie, WI on June, 18, 1967. On June 22, 1967, Larry repented of
his sins and asked Jesus Christ into his life to be his Lord and Savior, and never looked
back. They eventually built their home on a hobby farm south of Wheeler in 1974 where
they raised their three children; Pete, Kari and Wayne Michael.
Larry was a union ironworker since 1965. Together with Carol, they started Red Cedar
Steel Erectors, Inc. in June of 1977. In 2017, the company reached its 40-year
anniversary under the leadership of his sons and that was a proud moment for him.
Besides being a hard worker, he was an avid sportsman who loved hunting and fishing all
across North America, Brazil and Sweden with family and friends, and most especially his
lifelong best friend Mark Butler. He also enjoyed going on mission trips to build churches
in the Bahamas and Antigua. For many summers he enjoyed helping with Teen Bible
Camp. He would bring his boat during the week of camp and take people fishing. He also
enjoyed helping in the kitchen and catching enough fish to have a fish fry for the whole
camp
Larry is survived by his loving wife of 55 years, Carol, son Peter, daughter Kari & husband
Butch Halling and son Mike & wife Celina. His grandchildren; Ryan, Nicholas (Kelsey),
Alexander, Brady, Brooke and Brenna and one great-granddaughter Harper Hayes. Two
step-granddaughters; Amy and Stacy, along with step-grandchildren; Henry, Ivan,
Raymond, Tyler and Lauren. He is also survived by sister Corie (Jim) Upchurch of
Decatur, IL, and three brothers; Rev. Alvin (Sharon) Hayes of Olathe, KS; Rev. Charles
(Kathy) Hayes of Greeley, CO; and Cecil (Kelley Jo) Hayes of Wheeler, WI.; 14 nieces and

nephews, and many other relatives and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents Harley and Iona, his stepmother Lois, his brother
1st Lt. Wayne M. Hayes (killed in Vietnam 1967), his baby daughter Ann Margaret and his
nephew Samuel Hayes.
The family would like to thank Dr. Basu and the team from Luther Cancer Center and the
great staff from Mayo Home, Health and Hospice for their hard work, kindness and
compassion.
Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, July 1, 2020 in the tent outside the
New Life Church of the Nazarene in Wheeler, WI with Pastor Kevin Hagen officiating.
There will be visitation from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, June 30, 2020 in New Life Church
of the Nazarene with the tent outside for people to gather after paying their respects.
Social distancing guidelines and facial coverings are recommended. Burial will be in
Pleasant Valley Cemetery in the Town of Dunn, Dunn Co. WI (southeast of Menomonie
and Downsville on Co. Rd. Y) with military honors by Menomonie Veterans Honor Guard.
Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.
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Comments

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you. May the God of all comfort hold you in the
palm of His hand during today and days to come. We're making a donation to
Nazarene Compassionate Ministries in Larry's honor.
The Claude and Betty Guy family

Claude Guy - July 01, 2020 at 03:06 PM

“

Larry Hayes is and has been my brother-in-law for 55 years. Soon after Carol and
Larry were married, they moved to Monomonie, WI. carol came back to Rockford and
shared her news of being born again! One by one our family, after being witnessed to
and watching Carol and Larry’s faith, all of Carol’s siblings also were born again and
began to serve our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ, Amen! A few year before our
Mother passed away, she also prayed the sinner’s prayer, PTL!!!
I feel that life would have been much, much, different, if Larry and Carol had not
been such a magnificent example to us and so many others!
My faith says we’ll see each other again, Larry!
R.I.P. dear brother!

Raymond Pearson - June 29, 2020 at 05:35 PM

“

Traci Rassbach lit a candle in memory of Larry A. Hayes

Traci Rassbach - June 29, 2020 at 04:44 PM

“

My heartfelt sympathy go out to the whole Hayes/ Pearson families!
Larry was my cousin and I always remember him as being that happy-go-lucky guy
that was at any weddings and funerals that happened with our family in Rockford
Rest Easy

Brian Schultz - June 29, 2020 at 11:42 AM

“

"Well done, thou good and faithful servant.....enter thou into the joy of the Lord."
We met Larry and Carol back in 2003 and was immediately embraced by their love
and care. Always a smile on his face, good-natured, calm and no-nonsense, taking
my boys on hunting and fishing trips......It's hard to imagine that we won't see Larry
again next time we visit the States.
Our love and hugs to the family.
Sølvi Haavik and family

Sølvi Haavik - June 29, 2020 at 07:22 AM

“

In the last 8 years that I have worked at Red Cedar In Phoenix I have had the
opportunity to visit Larry and Carole’s home many times. We always broke bread
together and shared our stories. I was able to go fishing in Canada 2 times, can’t
explain the joy it is to share that experience with Larry. I am forever grateful to the
Hayes family for sharing their wealth of giving with me.

Forrest Paysnoe - June 28, 2020 at 01:51 PM

“

We are so sad to here that Larry is not longer with us. We have so many fun
memories from spending time with both Larry and Carol, and all of their family, both
here in Sweden and in Wisconsin. He gave us many beautiful moments and warm
hugs. Larry and all of is his family are with us in our thought and our hearts. God
bless you all.
Gun and Bo, Ingela and Martin with families

Ingela Tidqvist Karlén - June 28, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

Carol Martinson lit a candle in memory of Larry A. Hayes

Carol Martinson - June 28, 2020 at 06:58 AM

“

Linda Crosby lit a candle in memory of Larry A. Hayes

Linda Crosby - June 28, 2020 at 04:35 AM

“

I just want to say, I'm truly sorry for the loss. It's been a lot of years that's gone by,..
but Larry is a cousin.. His Momma and my Daddy, Stanley Lewis, were brother and
sister. God bless and comfort is my prayer!!
Connie Hall

Connie Hall - June 27, 2020 at 09:21 PM

“

When I first met Mark Butler I was living in Minnesota. The most important question
Larry had for me was, "Are you a Viking fan?" The Packers, fishing, hunting, playing
cards, and just being together was enough for all of us. We spent alot of time
together and I will miss him more than I can express in words. I will be forever
thankful that he let me hang out with him and Mark, most of the time anyway! I know
he's in a wonderful place, happy and free of pain! RIP Larry. Catch some huge
walleyes with Hoover!

Melanie Lloyd - June 27, 2020 at 08:45 PM

“

John Wesley said, "Our people die well." Larry lived and died well, loving God and
loving others. I cherish fond memories of our fishing trips and unhurried
conversations about his business, his family and his Lord. "Well done, good and
faithful servant!"

Randy Berk er - June 27, 2020 at 05:32 PM

“

I went on one Hunting trip to Canada with Larry.
I didn't get a trophy, but I got something else.
Somebody that I could call a friend.
Tell Jesus , hi!

Brian Benrud - June 27, 2020 at 09:58 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the entire Hayes family. I have to may wonderful
memories of Larry to pick just one! He was truly a loving and compassionate man,
and I will miss his avlilty to make everyo e feel welcome!
Ryan Woodford

Sarahwoodford - June 26, 2020 at 10:16 PM

“

Larry was a giant of a man who made an eternal difference in the lives of so many people,
including our own family. We will forever treasure the gift of his friendship. He was
generous with his time, talents, and resources because he loved as Christ loves-with open
hands and open heart. Our love and prayers are with you all, dear Hayes family.
Dennis & Patty Woodford - June 27, 2020 at 07:55 PM

