Kenneth E. Mueller
August 10, 1956 - March 3, 2016

Kenneth E. Mueller
Kenneth E. Mueller passed away at Luther Hospital in Eau Claire, WI on Thursday, March
3, 2016 due to complications from a severe heart attack on February 3, 2016.
He was born August 10, 1956 in Elgin, IL. He graduated from Barrington High School in
1974 and continued his education at Western Illinois University pursuing a degree in
Education specializing in Learning Disabilities and graduated in 1978. He continued to
further his education at Concordia University for a MA in Secondary Education.
He met his late wife Sue while teaching at McHenry High School. The two married on
June 16, 1984. The family moved to Menomonie, WI in 1990 where He taught Special
Education at the High School and Middle School for 20 years. He passed on his love for
sports by coaching both basketball and baseball during his time as a teacher.
His interests were spending time with his granddaughter Gracie, enjoying his two yellow
labs Elwood and Jake, playing golf and basketball with his brother, friends, and kids. He
also loved working on home improvements and constructing furniture, and always being
there for his family. Ken will be remembered as a devoted husband, father, brother,
grandfather, and friend.
Ken is survived by his children Eric, Kenneth (K.J.), Katelyn, granddaughter Gracie, sister
Sue Sloan, brother Rich Mueller (wife Kathy), brother Chris Mueller, sister-in-law Linda
Pierce (husband Curtis), brother-in-law Fred Long (wife Shannon), in-laws Jim and Lois
Long, and many nieces, nephews, great nieces, great nephews, cousins, and friends.
He was preceded in death by his wife Susan Mueller, brother-in-law Tom Sloan, parents
Richard and Gloria Mueller.
Funeral Services will be held at 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, March 8, 2016 at Cedarbrook Church

(N6714 470th St. Menomonie) with Pastor Remy Diederich officiating. There will be
visitation at the church from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday. Olson Funeral Home of
Menomonie is serving the family.
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Comments

“

As I look to past friends these days, I discovered that Ken and Sue have both
passed. My deepest condolences to his three children. I grew up with Ken in
Carpentersville, IL. I still remember playing 2 on 2 basketball with Ken at the local
park. Dog'n Suds in Dundee, hunting, and drinking many times at his house. As we
grew through our teens and early twenties, his marriage and first born--he was a
great friend that I have always treasure. We lost contact in 1986 when I moved to
NYC.
Rest in peace my friends
Eugene Bohan. Muskego, WI
bohaneugene0@gmail.com

Eugene Bohan - November 16, 2020 at 12:23 PM

“

Sad to hear about Ken. He was our ins. guy. Great personality and attitude. He will
be missed. Always took time to listen to a story or two and usually had one to tell.

Bill Benedict - March 17, 2016 at 01:37 PM

“

One of my basketball coaches. I never really knew how much this guy cared until I
saw him get into a verbal altercation with one of my teammates and eternally
troubled friends Joe McCourt. It struck me and it affected the way I looked at the man
forever. He spent many hours with me after practice working on a single move. A
move he truly thought was the key to being a great player. He was only partially right.
What he was right about wasn't so much the pump fake single hard dribble to the
baseline Jay. He was right about discovering old methodology and making it a
permanent part of your repertoire. He was a funny guy. He got teased a lot by our
adolescent meanness. He got red faced angry a lot, but he never held grudges. He
never kept in his heart that we were bad people, bad kids, or hopeless. He dealt with
us and treated us well. He tried to firm on us at an age where firmness doesn't bode
well for those of us who simply didn't care what adults had to say. I was that kid for
awhile. It might be because lots of adults who were around me at the time were
actually full of.... But also because I was coming of age and one of the things we
wrongly teach young men is that you have to be a jerk to be a man. This guy was
never that. He was wrong sometimes but he genuinely cared and I could feel it. it
was different than so many other coaches and teachers at that time in my life. I cried
a little when I saw this because I was never able to really tell this guy that he had a
positive effect on me. Even in his coaching style. I still teach many drills I was first
introduced to by him and only him throughout all the coaches I had into college. SO
thanks Coach Mr.Mueller you really had a huge impact on my life when I was on the
precipice and may not have known it then. I was on the precipice and in many ways
you actually helped reel me back from the edge at a crucial point in my life. My
biological Father had just died. My parents recently divorced. My dog died. My first
love left me for my friend. It was rough period where you were my coach for a few
years, and so thank you for being one of very few men in my life who cared a great
deal about me enough to show up. You showed up! RIP you were a god man!

Mau Landis - March 09, 2016 at 11:43 AM

“

Our son, Cole, had Mr Mueller as a teacher in the middle school. Ken was a
wonderfully warm and caring support for our son and all the students he worked with.
He would go out of his way to greet and visit Cole when we would see him out and
about after Cole finished his school years. We appreciated his friendship and
professionalism very much.
Our heartfelt sympathy to the children and family of Mr Mueller. He will be sadly
missed.
Sincerely,
Maria, Dale, and Cole Butkowski

Maria Butkowski - March 09, 2016 at 10:49 AM

“

Mr. Mueller was a great teacher, I really liked him. He was patient with the group he
had in my class and was always making jokes. This is back in '85 at McHenry HS.
The past day I started thinking about him "out of the blue". The main memory being
the day I helped him after school gathering the baseball gear. He knew I had it rough
as a kid and gave me some baseballs and a couple of aluminum bats that afternoon
out of the kindness of his heart. So today I looked up East Campus HS looking for his
name in the teacher directory and not finding him and realizing "well a lot of time has
past, he retired" I googled him, remembering his first name. I am very saddened by
his passing and will always remember the teacher that was kind and funny and
provided a place to build confidence in learning. I just wish I had a chance to tell him
thank you.

paul zemanek - March 08, 2016 at 03:51 PM

“

Amy Quilling lit a candle in memory of Kenneth E. Mueller

Amy Quilling - March 08, 2016 at 09:57 AM

“

I feel honored to have spent time working with Ken at Menomonie Middle School. He
always had great advice to share with both students and staff, and he made me
laugh every day! My heart goes out to your family during this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Melinda Long

Melinda Long - March 07, 2016 at 03:34 PM

“

We will always have the greatest memories of basketball games, teasing Ken about
those loser "Cubs" and of course Bill and Ken asking each other to the senior prom.
We will never forget our Father's day celebration right after Gracie was born and how
proud Ken was as he held her on his arm. It' a picture we will hold in our hearts
forever. We are all lucky and honored to have known this wonderful man. Rest
peacefully Ken.
Bill and Vickie

Bill Mitch - March 05, 2016 at 06:21 PM

“

I enjoyed working with Ken for many years at Menomonie Middle School. I would
often go to him if I needed advice. The students loved him and he provided such a
positive impact on the kids. He provided the "father figure" for many students. It was
very evident how much he loved his family also. My deepest sympathy to his family.
Robin Zelm

Robin Zelm - March 05, 2016 at 03:39 PM

“

My deepest condolences Eric, KJ and Katelyn on the passing of your father. He was
a very good man who was so devoted to each of you. I will never forget all the times
he would bring your mom to watch all three of you play basketball! Take care and
God Bless you all. Mr. Gaustad

Pete Gaustad - March 04, 2016 at 04:41 PM

