Kenneth R. Candelaria
October 31, 1960 - March 14, 2019

Kenneth R. Candelaria, aka “Papa Smurf”, age 58, of Menomonie, WI passed away
Thursday March 14, 2019 as the result of an auto accident. He is officially playing his big
gig in the sky.
Ken was born on Halloween 1960 in Holbrook, AZ to Raymond and Rachel (Gallegos)
Candelaria. He graduated from John F. Kennedy High School in Barstow, CA in 1978.
In 1995, Ken moved to Wisconsin where he worked as an Environmental Health and
Safety Director for U.W. Oshkosh for five years before retiring. He was an extremely
talented musician from a very young age. He played in bands from “Wicked Lester” to
“Denied” and tried to thrill them all. Whether you loved him or hated him you’ll never forget
him, but he loved them all. As long as we remember him, he will always be in our hearts.
Ken is survived by the love of his life, his wife Alisa Lewis-Candelaria; daughter Melinda
(Mikeal Sr.) Cummins; son Robert Esquibel; grandchildren, Mikeal Jr. (Jesali Kuehl),
Dominick Marefky, Brianna Esquibel and Monett Cummins; brothers, Mark Gallegos and
Shawn Matty; sisters, Lynn Matty and Carla Gabaldon; an aunt Eleanor Young; and
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins.
A Celebration of Ken’s life will be held at a later date. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie
is assisting the family.

Comments

“

The Rockin'C Ranch.

Gail Ettestad - May 10 at 03:35 AM

“

Kenny was a very loyal and sensitive person. So much so that it could get him in
trouble. Back in 1979 when he played bass with a band named Emerald, which he
and my ex-husband were both members and during this time my ex was going
through a divorce and Kenny being his loyal and sensitive self was asked by my ex's
ex-wife to go to my ex's place and retrieve several items for her such as dishes, the
new stereo, pictures and a few odds and ends and of course he agreed and went to
the apartment, however, during this favor I arrive there and stop him from what he
was doing and he later had to explain to my ex what he had attempted to do and why
and from what I remember he said he was loyal to both of them, but she was prettier.
I've known Kenny since grade school at Cameron Elementary and he has always
been the funny one and the life of the party. He was always smiling and laughing and
just being around him made everybody's day a little/lot brighter. He will be sorely
missed.

Lynda (Haverlock) Norris - April 02 at 03:55 AM

“

My condolences to your family. May the promise found at John 11:25 give you some
comfort for your great loss.

Jon Genier - March 22 at 07:40 AM

“

Ken you were always a beacon to others with disabilities you will be so missed for all
of your efforts and kindness.

stacey weiss - March 20 at 11:14 PM

“

Kenny, you were one memorable character. And you gave great hugs! I am so sorry
to hear of your passing. You went through so much medically, now your pain is gone.
My deepest sympathy to your family, especially Alisa, Melinda and Bobby.

Anne Schleusner - March 19 at 05:17 PM

“

My uncle Kenny was
Great, I will love n miss him so much, I was greatful to have him my life get seem him make
my grandma smile again
Halea niece - March 21 at 01:49 AM

“

When I see Ken's smile that's how he was in school. JFK. God Bless
A friend Anna
Anna Barron - March 31 at 02:11 PM

“

I love you uncle Kenny

Halea niece - March 17 at 02:39 PM

“

R.I.P. MY BROTHER FROM BARSTOW CA. WE WILL MISS YOU WE HAVE MEMORIES
MY BRO WHEN I PICK UP MY GUITAR I WILL PLAY WHILE MY GUITAR GENTLY
WEEPS
Bobby Chavez - March 17 at 06:31 PM

“

Kenny just sent me a song just days before his accident goin to miss all my E mails and
messages from my buddy rest in peace Kenny heaven just got one heck of an Angel you
earned your wings my friend rest in paradise
always a friend Lorraine O'Donnell Barstow California
Lorraine O"Donnell - April 10 at 01:50 PM

“

Kenny you always would make me laugh no matter what the situation and had good taste
in music and Guitars and Amps My prayers go out to your Wife and Family and we'll be
jamming with our Flying Vs hopefully not to soon on my part but one day for sure RIP
Brother
Randy - April 19 at 03:15 PM

