Kathleen A. McClelland
April 4, 1935 - November 12, 2020

Kathleen A. McClelland, age 86, of Menomonie WI died Thursday, November 12th 2020 at
Dove Healthcare in Eau Claire, WI.
She was born April 4th, 1935 in Menomonie, WI.
Anyone who knew Kate will know that she met the love of her life, Virgil McClelland, when
she was 14 years old. It was love at first sight and she knew she’d be with him forever
after their first drive in his Chevrolet. They married August 25th, 1953 and spent 65 lovely
years together. After 2.5 long years of living on this earth without him, Kate and Virg are
finally reunited.
Kate spent her life by Virgil’s side: traveling the country during his time in the Navy, being
a hardworking farm wife, and the majority of her years were spent at home, being a wife, a
mother and a grandmother.
Kate had many hobbies and many friends to fill her days. Antiquing and collecting
Scandinavian artwork, driving back country roads with Virgil, and spending time in their
beloved home- enjoying the quiet life with friends, family, grandchildren and great
grandchildren. She took great pride in Virgil and his woodcarving and was always coming
up with new ideas for him to carve, or projects to start around the house. She loved
decorating, and her house was often decorated from the inside-out for holidays. Most of
all, Kate knew what she loved and worked hard to surround herself with the things and
people that made her happy.
Kate is survived by her daughter, Deb (Tim) Christenson; grandchildren, Chris McClelland,
Kaydi Flug, Mike McClelland, Annelise (Kyle) Reiter, Erik (Anna) Christenson; great
grandchildren, Alayna, Elliott and Finnley (McClelland), Edison and Pierce (Reiter), and
Jude and Macy (Christenson). She is also survived by many close friends, who she
thought of as family.

She is preceded in death by her husband, Virgil McClelland and son, David McClelland.
A private burial service will be held Thursday November 19th at 1:00 pm at Evergreen
Cemetery in Menomonie. A live-streamed option is available for extended family and
friends and will be available through the Olson Funeral Home Facebook page.

Cemetery
Evergreen Cemetery
Menomonie, WI, 54751

Comments

“

I was shocked to have learned about Kate McClelland's departure from our midst.
She was a special person to many of us. As a cousin to Virgil, I have communicated
with Kate by occasional letters but now find myself remorseful that I have
procrastinated in replying to her last letter. She and Virgil were very bonded to each
other, and were loved and respected by many. Having literally grown up with the
McClellands, I have deep feelings and memories acquired over the years -- including
Virgil and Kate. Now I can only express condolences to immediate and extended
family. Be comforted in knowing that Kate is at peace beyond our understanding and
with her Virgil.

Gordon Larson - November 29, 2020 at 01:22 AM

“

Thinking and praying for all of you. Great Aunt Kate will be missed and never
forgotten.
~ Lisa Helgeson (Jordan, Sara, Alison, Jack)

Lisa Helgeson - November 28, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I worked at MCHS Menomonie for 25 years and always
enjoyed seeing Kate. She always had a story to tell or a good joke. You are all in my
thoughts and prayers.
Melva Justice

Melva Justice - November 28, 2020 at 02:20 PM

“

Kate and Virgil entered my life as a referral for health insurance. They immediately
became and stayed my very dear friends. Never before had I seen two people so
totally devoted to each other, which made Virgil's passing so devastating for Kate.
She was blessed to have family and friends who loved her dearly. And, if Kate said
she loved you , you knew she really did. I'll miss our Culver's "Kid's Meals", our trips
to Eau Claire to pick up "a few things" and our telephone calls that usually included a
joke she found so funny. I'll just miss my dear friend.
Jill Menk

Jill Menk - November 24, 2020 at 01:11 PM

“

We were Kate and Virgil’s backyard neighbors for the last 35 years. When I married
Karl they welcomed me to the neighborhood and we had many conversations and
laughs over the fence. They both loved my flower beds and flower pots. Their
enthusiasm helped me continue to do the hobby I loved over the last few years even
when I felt overwhelmed because I knew my work was appreciated. Their love for
each other was incredible and now they can be together again. They will be missed
and we will have fond memories every time we are in our backyard.
Karl and Darlene Botterbusch

Darlene Botterbusch - November 21, 2020 at 09:58 AM

“

Reader’s Digest used to have a section entitled my most unforgettable person. Kate
would make my list. I was privileged to be Kate and Virgil’s medical provider for many
years and loved them both. I never knew exactly what Kate might say next and in the
middle of those statements, Virgil and I would often share a knowing look. And to say
Kate loved Virgil is a pretty huge understatement. Like Marty and Michiko, I only
have to turn my eyes toward our mantle to see Virgil’s work.Those pieces will always
stimulate great memories of both of them.
Jim Walker

Jim Walker - November 20, 2020 at 05:10 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Andrea M Gerasimo - November 18, 2020 at 06:49 PM

“

For years we enjoyed a once a month trip to Pegs for a fish fry and after Virgil left us we
would take her on an occasional fish fry to Pegs. One trip we were blessed with an eagle
flying so close to the car we thought we might hit it, but it is now a shared memory. Virgil
taught me the finer points of knife carving and with the help of his finely crafted carving
knives I turned out a few respectable carvings and still enjoy the memories of our small
Menomonie carvers group, when we got together. We will be reminded of Kate and Virgil
this Christmas when we display their hand made ornaments.
Marty and Michiko
Marty Springer - November 19, 2020 at 05:58 PM

“

I am so happy I got to talk to Aunt Kate before she passed. We talked for almost two
hours while she was at Dove. We shared memories of the happy times we spent
together when I was growing up; the McClelland's got together for every birthday and
holiday when Granpa was alive. I remembered when Aunt Kate came to visit my
parents before she even married Uncle Virgil. She brought me a book and read to
me. She told me she was so happy I reminded her of those happy times. She is my
last Aunt and I hope the family members welcome her to heaven. God Bless you
Aunt Kate.
Linda McClelland

Linda McClelland - November 18, 2020 at 12:16 PM

“

Deb, I am thinking of you.
Cindy Brummond

Cindy Brummond - November 16, 2020 at 10:08 PM

“

There was never and never will be another like Kate. She was a force . She and
Virgil were dear to me since the earliest days of the farmers market in the bank
parking lot. They were loyal fans even when I accidentally short changed them. They
became friends for life with our whole family. They leave a huge gap in the fabric of
many lives.

Dorothy Bacon - November 14, 2020 at 04:28 PM

“

I find this very hard to write. I knew Kate from working with her at the Ben Franklin
Store. She was one of a kind, and a person whom I thought would go on forever. We
became quite close, and enjoyed seeing each other, as time went on. My deepest
Sympathy to you Debbie and all your family. I loved your Mom.....
Chris Knospe

Chris Knospe - November 14, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

As I pulled up my husbands obituary, Kate's popped up too. It brought back
memories of when Scott lived with them after he got out of the service. My prayers
are with Kate's family.
Jane Kingzett

Jane Kingzett - November 13, 2020 at 07:29 PM

