Karen A. Zimmerman
January 31, 1942 - January 6, 2019

Karen Ann Wright Zimmerman, age 76, of Menomonie, Wisconsin, passed away
unexpectedly, Sunday, January 6, 2019, at her home. She was born on January 31, 1942,
in Central City, Iowa, to Tracy and Marie (McCann) Wright. Karen grew up in this
community and graduated from Central City High School. While she was in 4H, she met a
young woman from Iowa State University who inspired her to go on to college. Karen did
her undergraduate work and then continued on to earn her PhD in Home Economics from
Iowa State University.
Karen went on to become a professor at UW Stout, where she was the Early Childhood
Education Undergraduate Program Director, the ECE Graduate Program Director, and
also the Department Chair for Human Development and Family Studies. During her long
tenure at Stout, Karen worked alongside her colleagues, helping to create a program that
became nationally respected. She was invited to present both locally and nationally at
professional conferences. She managed Head Start Grants, collaborated with Jordan
educators to develop trainings for teachers and was a co-investigator for a national child
care study. She published a textbook with Goodheart Wilcox, and co-authored articles in
publications such as Early Childhood News, Young Children, PACE, Journal of Life Long
Learning, Texas Child Care Quarterly, and Journal of Home Economics. Karen’s academic
success, knowledge, and work ethic is widely respected, and she was also named a
Dahlgren Professor of Education.
Karen enjoyed reading, travelling with friends and family, quilting, and baking. Her life
experiences of being the eldest daughter of a hard-working farming family, travelling for
her academic career, and working with students from varied backgrounds, gave her a wise
and unique perspective on relationships. She was interested in learning about the people
around her and was always open to widening her circle. Her ability to continuously give
people the benefit of the doubt allowed her to have relationships with many different
people, from international graduate students to local mothers and their children
experiencing economic difficulties. Karen used the hobbies that she enjoyed to bless her
community. She was always making quilts to be donated, baking for her church, Christ
Lutheran, and volunteering for other activities. She brought her continued love of teaching
to young children again while recently participating in an after-school program at church

every Wednesday. Karen was always humble and probably unaware of all of the lives she
has impacted. Her children and their families, as well as all of the students and other
Karen has mentored and shared her life with over the years are all blessed to have known
her.
Karen is survived by her daughter, Kathryn and her husband Steve Richter of Maple
Grove, Minnesota, her son, Robert and his wife Tosha Larson of Menomonie. She is also
survived by her grandchildren Joshua Richter, Lilia Zimmerman, Ellie Zimmerman, and
Sadie Zimmerman, her sisters Jean Maricle, Janell Shaffer, and Vanessa Beauregard their
families, and other relatives and friends.
She was preceded in death by her husband Gerald and her parents, Tracy and Marie.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 AM Saturday, January 12, 2019, at Christ Lutheran
Church in Menomonie with Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson officiating. Visitation will be one
hour prior to the service at the church.
Memorials may be sent to The Bridge to Hope or the Menomonie Public Library
Foundation.
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Comments

“

My sympathies to Karen’s family and community. I was honored to have Karen as a
professor at Stout. She was thoughtful, kind, and instilled a love of learning in myself
and many others. She will be missed.

Kimberly Hart - January 09, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

Thank you Karen Zimmerman for pouring into our lives as we trained and studied to
become Family and Consumer Science Teachers! I think OFTEN of my wonderful
teachers at UW-Stout and I am grateful for all they did for me and all of the students!
God be with you and your family!
Shelly Spallees Hansen

Shelly Hansen - January 09, 2019 at 07:11 PM

“

I had the privilege of first having Karen serve on my thesis committee, and later
working with her in the School of Ed at UWStout. She gave tirelessly as she guided
me through my graduate work and offered her statistical expertise and educational
insight and could often outlast me at late nights in the library.
She was a gifted and giving educator. My deepest condolences.
Maureen (Moe) Hendricks

Maureen Hendricks - January 09, 2019 at 06:56 PM

“

I had Karen as an instructor at Stout. We worked together on state curriculum
committees. She was reserved, thoughtful, and highly respected for her down-toearth intellect. Her warm personality and positive attitude made working with and for
her a pleasure. I count her as a blessing in my life. My heart goes out to her family
and the community of Menomonie as I can only imagine how much she will be
missed. With my most sincere sympathy.

Maxine Miller - January 09, 2019 at 02:33 PM

“

Debbie Stanislawski lit a candle in memory of Karen A. Zimmerman

Debbie Stanislawski - January 09, 2019 at 02:14 PM

“

Karen and I worked together on our separate doctoral dissertations, using the same
subjects throughout the state of Iowa and graduating in 1970. I have been trying to
find her since moving to Wisconsin in 2012. I am sad to have been too late. She was
a good personal and professional friend for many decades. We last had lunch in
Chicago in June 2000 during the AAFCS meeting. The best wishes to her family as
they reflect on their memories! Judy Brun, Iowa State Prof Emerita

Judy Brun - January 09, 2019 at 11:29 AM

“

I am deeply saddened to learn of Karen's passing. She was a joy to know and a role
model for many of us who had the pleasure of working with her.
Lou Milanesi

LOUIS C MILANESI - January 09, 2019 at 11:09 AM

“

I was blessed to have Dr. Zimmerman as my supervisor and mentor when I taught in
the ECE Department back in 1979 to 1982. She was so approachable and always
there for the staff. I was also fortunate to spend time with her at our last Alpha Tau
meeting in December. She touched so many lives and will be greatly missed.

Maggie Machesky
Maggie Machesky - January 09, 2019 at 09:24 AM

“

Karen was my master's thesis adviser. She went out of her way to help me while I
continued to teach full-time. When she was doing a presentation in Wisconsin Dells,
near my home, she called me and had me bring the box of statistics and meet with
her. She invited me to her home to work when I drove the 2 plus hours to
Menomonie. She was a pleasure to work with, always positive and encouraging. I am
saddened to hear of her death. What a great loss.

Mary (Johnson) Fawcett - January 09, 2019 at 12:03 AM

“

I was blessed and honored to be a student of Karen's at Stout. My sympathy to her
family!

Stephanie Fox - January 08, 2019 at 06:43 PM

“

I’m so sorry for the loss of this truly incredible woman.

Jennifer McGinnis - January 08, 2019 at 06:31 PM

“

Karen was a wonderful role model for me as a new faculty member in 1999. My
sincere thoughts go out to the family. Ann Parsons

Ann Parsons - January 08, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

I had the pleasure of serving on multiple university committees with Karen and she
garnered a high degree of respect from everyone around her. Karen was the kind of
individual that a person could stop on the sidewalk for a quick chat and still be there
15 minutes later having a fairly in-depth conversation. She's the caliber of individual
that all UW-Stout faculty should strive to be.
Brian Finder

Brian Finder - January 08, 2019 at 03:25 PM

“

I served with Karen on the Menomonie Public Library Foundation Board, and worked
with her on the recent Bridge to Hope Quilt Tour last November. She was a lovely
and kind lady. From Pat Eggert, Colfax

Pat Eggert - January 08, 2019 at 02:12 PM

“

Karen will be greatly missed by her Library family. She gave so much of her time and
love to the library in so many ways, most recently being on the Menomonie Public
Library Foundation board. She was a "working board member," always helping out
with events like the Donor Appreciation Soiree. She was frequently sharing the love
of our library with her grand children, bringing them here often. Our sincere
condolences to the family. Lisa Murray

Lisa Murray - January 08, 2019 at 02:06 PM

“

Karen was one of the best teachers I have ever had! She related raising children as
butterflies--keep them safe while very young, then help them develop powerful wings and
gradually let them go. She and her research/teaching helped us raise Kurt and David.
She was a great support to me at UW Stout when I was a student and a teacher there.
When ostracized for reporting safety concerns, she was one of two professors that
understood and supported me and my actions, publicly and privately.
As retirees, we often talked of her beloved children and grandchildren, always causing her
to smile and have a special twinkle in her eye! Sincere condolences are sent to her
children, grandchildren, and loved ones from the Rhonda and Marvin Whitman family
Marvin - January 09, 2019 at 09:55 AM

