Judy A. Ockler
February 2, 1940 - April 30, 2021

Judy Ockler, age 81, of Town of Weston, Dunn County, WI, beloved wife, mother, and
grandmother, passed away Friday evening, April 30, 2021, at Our House Memory Care in
Menomonie, Wisconsin, with her family loving on her through her very last breath.
Judith Ann Kern was born at home to Elmer Kern and Lucy (Bilderback) Kern on February
2, 1940 in Canton Township, Buffalo County, Wisconsin. She had two older brothers:
Elmer Jr. (Dutch) and Richard (Dick) Kern. She was baptized into the Methodist church.
When Judy was a young girl, the family moved to a farm just east of Downsville. She
attended Kyle School and then Menomonie Senior High School. Judy worked as a
secretary at Sanna Dairies and Stout State University. She was in bowling leagues and a
golf league and really enjoyed them.
On October 19, 1963 Judy married Willie Ockler at New Hope Lutheran Church in
Downsville, WI. She remained a member in that church her whole life. To Judy and Willie
were born three children: Brenda, Bill, and Becky.
Judy was a quietly amazing wife and mother. The dedicated care of her family and home
and farm were her focus and passion. She took faithful care of her parents in their later
lives. She gardened, canned, milked cows, supported her kids in their schoolwork and
activities.
She and Willie liked to ride the Irvington and Weston hills on their Ski Whiz snowmobile
with friends. They enjoyed gatherings with family and friends, going to Countryfest for a
few years, and spent a few winters in Mesa, Arizona. Later they had fun riding together in
their side by side around the hills of their farm. They liked to get together with dear friends
to play Boyceville Euchre.
She was a member of the ladies’ group and Bible study groups at church. She sometimes
stretched the speed limit getting her kids to Sunday School on time.

Judy was a faithful fan of her kids and grandkids in their interests and activities. She was
general leader of the Willing Workers 4-H club for several years. She did not let much get
in the way of her getting to her grandkids’ sports events. That was one of her absolute
greatest joys.
Judy is survived by her dear husband Willie, daughter Brenda (R. John) Steinberger,
Andrew and Sam; son Bill (Penny) Ockler, Abby, Emily, and Will; and daughter Becky
(Brian) Evan, Brent and Brooke, all of Menomonie.
She is also survived by her sisters-in-law Beverly (Ockler) Hoppe of River Falls, WI and
Julia Kern of Eatonton, GA, and lots of dear nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Elmer and Lucy, her brothers, Dutch and Dick,
sisters-in-law Betty Kern and Dolores (Ockler) Erickson, brothers-in-law Carl Erickson and
Bill Hoppe.
Judy’s family send their heartfelt thanks to the staff of Our House Memory Care in
Menomonie and St. Croix Hospice. Your support of all of us and affectionate care of Judy
helped guide us through the last two months of her journey.
A public visitation for family and friends will be held on Tuesday, May 4th from 3:00 – 6:00
pm at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie, WI. Wearing of face masks is preferred.
Private family funeral services will be held 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, May 5th at New
Hope Lutheran Church in Downsville, WI, officiated by Pastor Judy Kincaid. Wearing of
face masks is preferred. Burial will be in Lower Weston Cemetery, Town of Weston, Dunn
County, WI. Funeral Service will be livestreamed at http://www.facebook.com/OlsonFunera
ls
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Comments

“

Dawn & I want to share our sympathy and prayers for all of the Ocklers. I have very
good memories of your Mom .
Charlie, Dawn, Tanner & Tyson

Charlie Tiffany - May 05 at 05:50 PM

“

Dear Willie, Brenda, Bill, Becky and families, my heart goes out to you at this sad
time.
Judy was such a sweet lady. I am so glad to have had the privilege to know such a
sweet and kind person... she was joy and light all at once with her kind eyes and
tender smile. I thoroughly enjoyed the times we'd run into each other at the store or
her grandkids sporting events. She and Willie have always been so kind to me and
it's been a joy to visit with them through the years. And you kids as well!! :) All my
love, Josie (Shackleton) Hughes.

Josie Hughes - May 05 at 12:17 PM

“

Dawn Neitzel lit a candle in memory of Judy A. Ockler

Dawn Neitzel - May 04 at 02:47 PM

“

Elke Fischer lit a candle in memory of Judy A. Ockler

Elke Fischer - May 04 at 11:28 AM

“

Samantha Shaw lit a candle in memory of Judy A. Ockler

Samantha Shaw - May 04 at 03:42 AM

“

Cheryl(Kern) Shaw lit a candle in memory of Judy A. Ockler

Cheryl(Kern) Shaw - May 04 at 03:29 AM

“

Aunt Judy, my heart is broken, my tears won’t stop, they just keep coming. You were
my warrior!. I was the luckiest niece in the world to have you in my life. You were a
big part in making me the person that I am today, and I am so grateful! Some of my
best memories growing up was spending the summers with Grandma Lucy and
Grandpa, and with you, Uncle Willie, and Brenda,Billy, and Becky. If only all children
could have the opportunity that I had growing up, the world would be a better place!
You made us laugh, and you dried our tears. You taught us how to cook, to garden,
to work hard, to respect one another, and you also put us in line if needed. You were
one of the best role model anyone could ask for. After I moved away, it made me so
happy when you and uncle Willie came to visit me and Scott in Vegas. I was also
thankful for the opportunity to be able to bring Zachary and Samantha to Wisconsin.
To this day they still talk about riding in uncle Willies antique cars, And how much
they loved your food, And sitting on the old tractor out in the back of the house.
Especially, how much they felt special and loved from you. You were everybody’s
warrior. And there will be a hole in all of our hearts. We love you!
Your loving niece,
Cheryl

Cheryl (Kern) Shaw - May 04 at 12:41 AM

“

Victor And Sandra Christianson lit a candle in memory of Judy A. Ockler

Victor and Sandra Christianson - May 03 at 02:12 PM

“

Sending love and prayers to all the family from our family in Georgia. Love, Bill and
Jan Dodson and family.

Jan C. Dodson - May 03 at 11:08 AM

“

Judy was a friend who was always happy to be around people. She and Willie lived
just over the hills from my family farm . Judy always acknowledged me as a friend,
classmate and neighbor. I will miss her warmth and friendly manner. Her beautiful
soul shone through to her friends and that will always continue. Ann Holzhueter

Ann Holzhueter - May 03 at 01:56 AM

“

Prayers and sympathy to Julie's family. I rode the bus with her through High School,
such a quiet pleasant person. Didn't see hear very often but when I did she always
said hi and took a moment to visit.

Diane Gerth - May 02 at 11:02 PM

“

To the Ockler family my thoughts and prayers are for you ,she was a great friend and
always nice to see , she will be greatly missed Joel Olson

Joel Olson - May 02 at 07:30 PM

“

I will miss her smiling face, we had so many fun times with our girl get togethers. I
also enjoyed my talks with Lucy, Judy’s mom. Losing so many of my friends. She will
be in my thoughts

Lonna Doane - May 02 at 06:46 PM

“

Judy was one our class of MHS class of 1958. She was such a nice gal. She was at
our last class reunion. RIP Judy. My sympathy to Judy's family.

Marilyn Bernd Knutson - May 01 at 05:43 PM

