Joyce Hopkins Obituary
May 14, 2014

Joyce M. Hopkins, age 73, of Boyceville, passed away Wednesday, May 14, 2014 at The
Neighbors of Dunn County in Menomonie.
Joyce was born January 19, 1941 in Woodstock, Illinois to Eldie & Alberta (Utesch)
Hopkins. She grew up on the family farm and always enjoyed driving tractor. Joyce was
very mechanically inclined and always tried her best to fix everything that needed repairs.
She graduated from Hebron High School in Hebron, IL and went on to Whitewater College
to receive her teaching degree. The first year of her teaching career brought her to Colby,
WI, where she taught physical education. In 1967 she moved to Boyceville, WI; teaching
physical education and math. Joyce became the first woman in the State of Wisconsin as
Athletic Director for Boyceville Community Schools (1977-1986). Joyce retired from
teaching in 1998, but still continued her duties as DSC Commissioner for the Dunn-St.
Croix Conference until 2005. In 1988 she was the recipient of the National Coaching
Award, presented by the National Federation of High School Athletics and the Women's
Sports Foundation in New York City. She served on the boards for both the Dunn County
Department of Human Services; and the Glenhaven Health & Rehabilitation Center.
Joyce enjoyed traveling, hiking in Utah, fishing and spending time at the cabin. She was
an avid sports fan for all of the local and state sporting events which included the Packers,
Wisconsin Badgers and the Twins. Her appreciation for baseball was also displayed with
her enormous collection of baseball cards.
Her true passion for children and their education was always a top priority and always put
the needs of others before her own. She will be sadly missed by all who knew her.
Joyce is survived by her sister Mary Sue (Lee) Ward, niece Rebecca (Adam) Klein,
nephew Jacob (Karina) Ward, great niece Olivia Klein, great nephew Logan Klein, and her
close friends Lois Oakland and her family.

She was preceded in death by her parents as well as many aunts, uncles and family friend
Eldon Oakland.
Funeral services will be at 10:00 a.m. Monday, May 19, 2014 at Trinity Lutheran Church in
Boyceville with Pastor Brad Peterson officiating. Burial will take place at Tiffany Cemetery
in Boyceville. Visitation will be from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. Sunday at Olson Funeral Home in
Menomonie and also one hour prior to the service at the church on Monday.

Comments

“

I, too, remember Miss Hopkins (Joyce) as one of the teachers who impacted me the
most during my High School Career. She was a great teacher, coach, and mentor.
She was my coach for basketball, volleyball, and track, way before girls athletics
were what they are today. I believe Joyce was probably one of those people who
helped Girls Athletics become what it is today...more "equal" to boys athletics. In my
adult years, she was an important part of my daughters' lives, and when I started
working for the School District, I was privileged to also know Joyce as a friend. Joyce
truly was one of the very best, and she was one of those teachers who really did
everything for the kids. Rest in peace, Miss Hopkins. You will forever be a part of my
best high school memories!

Sharon (Bloom) Formoe - May 19, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Ms. Hopkins was a mentor and wonderful teacher to many students and athletes.
She will always be remembered!

Laura (Amble) Knutson - Onalaska, WI - Former student - May 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joyce was a true professional teacher and advocate for her chosen profession. It
was my pleasure to have known her!

REX GILLIGAN - FRIEND - May 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Sending my sympathy to the Hopkins and Oakland families. So sorry for your loss.

Rosie Reid Zwiefelhofer - Eau Clare, WI - friend - May 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

It was my pleasure to have worked with and learned from Joyce, we lost one of the
very best!
My sympathy for the Hopkins and Oakland families,
Bud

Bud - May 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My life is better because Joyce was my friend! I know she is now helping out in
heaven!

Ruth Elaine Olson - Bakersfield, CA - Friend - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My deepest sympathy for Joyce's family.
She always had a smile for you.
My regards Lois Oakland.

Linda Crosby - wheeler, WI - former student - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the privilege of having Ms. Hopkins as a teacher in middle school. As a female
athlete I respected the role she played in allowing me to participate in organized
sports. She always pushed me to be better, both as a student and athlete. She will
be missed by all!

Holly Cormican Bremer - Dorchester, WI - Former Student - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Im so sorry for your loss. Joyce was a great teacher and an inspiration to many.

Jill Drewitz - MN - former student - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Just seeing the picture immediately transported me back 35+ years. I have such
great memories of 4 years of track with Miss Hopkins. She was a great coach and
teacher. I particularly remember one year when she hosted the track team at her
home for a cookout. The community of Boyceville was so blessed and so much
better for having Joyce Hopkins as part of its high school family.

Mona (Garske) Miller - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Thank you for the wonderful memories as a great teacher and for helping me
understand math much better than I did. Thank you! You will never be forgotten. RIP.
Alethea (Skrove) Shafer former student

Alethea Shafer - Stoughton, WI - former student - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Ms. Hopkins made gym class fun, even for those of us who weren't athletically gifted.
She cared about us, and for that, I am grateful. Thank you for the good memories,
Ms. Hopkins.

Rose (Johnson) Lanier - Minneapolis, MN - former student - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Miss Hopkins you were the BEST!! You always had time for students, you always
took time for students. You were a very loving and caring person. RIP Ms. Hopkins!!

Cindy (Hight) Swoboda - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joyce was an amazing lady. She was always a champion for her students and a
great mentor and role model. As a new student to Boyceville in my sophomore year
of high school, she was a bright spot in my day during PE and the volleyball team.
After high school she always had time to stop and say hello when you saw her out
and about. She also remembered names and accomplishment. You will be missed
Joyce, rest in peace.

Lisa Pederson - Boyceville, WI - Student/friend - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joyce was the best track coach ever. Always encouraged me to finish the mile and
two mile which I believe impacted my life. Seems I always finish what I start. PE was
always fun. She always was there for all of us in our teenage years to lend an ear.
Even as an adult when running into her when out and about she always remembered
me as well as I her. She will be missed.

Teresa "O'Malley" Olson - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Fond memories of Joyce at Boyceville High School as a track coach, P.E. Teacher,
Mentor , all around great lady. I'm sure she will be missed by many.

Kim Goss ( Andrews) - Alma, WI - Student - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I remember Joyce for lots of things. She was a great mentor. She was my track
coach, physical education teacher, church member, and most important she was a
spokes person on the Health Department board.
This is the woman that made sure you were treated as an equal. That is very rare
and will be truly missed.

Joan - Boyceville, WI - Student/friend - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the pleasure of serving on the Glenhaven Board of Directors with Joyce for
several years. I remember she served with great compassion for the residents and
employees alike. She was generally a little quiet on the board but you can bet when
she spoke we all listened to what she had to say as it was always insightful. She
served until her health made it too difficult for her. She left a definite void when she
left.
I wish God's peace on all friends and family.

Dave Bartz - Glenwood City, WI - co-board member Glenhaven - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Ms. Hopkins was the best gym teacher around. She was open to a students
concerns and she would help you work though them the best way possible. I
remember her being the volleyball coach and she was tough but that made for a
winning team. RIP Ms. Hopkins

Debra Barstad - Kansasville, WI - Former Student - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

To one of the greatest teachers ever who helped me get through Math class in High
School. May you rest in peace.

Susan (Dougherty) Olsem - Emerald, WI - Former Student - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Joyce, you were one of the best. Nothing but fond memories of you.

Barb - May 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

