Joshua J. Steans
October 11, 1970 - May 2, 2019

Joshua J. Steans, age 48, of Menomonie, WI passed away peacefully in the presence of
his loving wife and loving sister on Thursday, May 2, 2019 at Rochester Mayo following
complications in a heroic and aggressive battle with Leukemia.
Josh was born Oct. 11, 1970 in Menomonie, WI to Phillip Steans and Randi (Solberg). He
grew up in the Menomonie area and graduated from Menomonie High School in 1989.
Josh graduated from UW-Eau Claire with an English degree in technical writing. In the last
12 years, Josh worked for UW-Stout University Library coordinating Interlibrary Loan
services and mentoring countless numbers students and supporting faculty research. He
most cherished the connections made with student employees and his colleagues.
Josh married Elizabeth (Christianson) on Dec. 28, 2008 after seven years of courtship.
They spent many years working together at the Eau Claire Public Library and the UWStout University Library. They had two daughters. Josh was a very proud, loving, and
involved father and husband. He was also a gifted cook, an animal whisperer, loyal son,
brother, cousin, uncle, supportive friend, and a devoted lifelong Chicago Bears fan. He
was simply a precious man, like no other.
Josh is survived by his wife, Elizabeth; his two daughters, Anna and Nadia; his parents,
Phillip and Randi Steans; his two siblings, Molly (Erik) Henningsgard of Amery, WI, Erik
(Denise) Steans of Woodbury, MN; his two aunts, Robin Nevin of Menomonie, WI, Melody
(Gary) Thompson of Neptune Beach, FL; his cousins, Krister (Sandy) Nevin of
Menomonie,WI, Turi (John) Turkel of Bluemont, VA, Kirstin Thompson of Honolulu, HI,
Erin Thompson of Atlanta, GA; his father-in-law, Steven (Laurie) Christianson; his
brothers-in-law, , Jeff Ziebell of Oshkosh, WI, Paul (Megahn) Christianson of Eau Claire,
WI; his sisters-in-law, Jennifer (Charles) Nichols of Osseo, WI, Jesseca (Jon) Erb of
Durand, WI, Jerrin (Jason) Erb of Ellsworth, WI, Jerrika (Maddi) Christianson of Eau
Claire, WI, and Jerissa (John) Koenig of Osceola, WI. He is also survived by many
cousins, nieces, nephews and other relatives and friends.

He was preceded in death by his sister, Baby Steans; mother-in-law, Veronica Nelson;
uncle, Bruce Nevin; a cherished high school friend, Adam Langmack, and both paternal
and maternal grandparents.
Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00 PM on Saturday, June 8, 2019 at the First
Congregational United Church of Christ in Menomonie, WI. Family and friends are
welcome at the church for visitation 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM on Saturday.
In lieu of flowers, please consider contributing funds towards Josh’s GoFundMe page
https://www.gofundme.com/helpjosheradicateaml which supports covering recent medical
and funeral expenses, as well as Anna and Nadia’s college education.
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Comments

“

Joshua smiled always. He was on board as he helped me to get the volumes I
needed from the U of Minn as I finished my master’s in linguistics. Because of him I
finished the degree without hours of driving, paerking and paying at the U’s library.
And he made me think it was a treat for him to do the extra, exceptional help.
It was he who maintained sanity and a calmness as Erik and Matt showed off in the
horse arena, showing their POAs.
What a cherished young man. We all marvelled at him.
Kitz Cleary

Kitz Cleary - June 07, 2019 at 06:58 AM

“

I was lucky enough to work with Josh at the UW-Stout Library. My favorite memory of
Josh was while walking in to work from my car a few blocks away, Josh comes flying
down the road his bike, speeding to work with a huge grin on face. He was a great
guy and my prayers are with Elizabeth and the entire family.

John Hansen - June 06, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

Josh was a wonderful friend to me when we were children at the horse shows. He
was a few years older, and always included me in playing games, and protected me
from the getting picked on by the older boys.
It is no surprise to hear that he matured into a caring and wonderful person. A
testament to his great parents. My condolences to the family. I am terribly saddened
to hear this, and regret not keeping in touch all these years.
-Al Hanson

Allen D. Hanson - May 24, 2019 at 09:12 AM

“

1 file added to the album Josh

Susan Lindahl - May 15, 2019 at 03:32 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Susan Lindahl - May 15, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

Josh and Adam as babies sitting beside each other - parallel play - but still together.
Josh and Adam in The Fort - "boys only." Josh and Adam (and Eric Siler) playing teaparty with/for then 3-year old Molly, at the Farm. Josh and Adam and all the other
boys - such a good group of boys - playing Risk in our family room. Each boy had his
own toothbrush in the bathroom. Really. Josh and Randi at a swim meet so they
could watch Adam swim. Josh gave us a beautiful book of George O'Keefe prints.
We still have the book, and his inscription in it. Such a gentle soul.
So many good memories. We are grateful for them; and thankful they were "our
boys."
George and Ann Langmack

Ann Langmack - May 13, 2019 at 08:07 PM

“

I am so sad for the Loss of your son. My prayers go out to you and your family.
Kristie Bugs

Kristie Bugs - May 13, 2019 at 07:41 PM

“

Josh was a bright light at the library. He was generous and kind; always willing to
help. His absence will be felt for many moons to come. I wish the world had more
people like him in it. Many blessings on his family.

Charles Matson Lume, Professor of Art - May 13, 2019 at 05:03 PM

“

My favorite memories of Josh and Joel are their many, many conversations -especially in the back seat of the car while I'm driving them some place! I had to turn
around to see that they were actually teenagers and not adult men! What a
wonderful person, husband, and father he became! Sandy Ott

Sandy Ott - May 12, 2019 at 10:21 AM

