Jerry Lee Heitkamp
October 26, 1952 - July 4, 2020

Jerry L. Heitkamp, age, 67, of Menomonie, WI, passed away on Saturday, July 4th, 2020
following a courageous battle with cancer.
He was born on October 26, 1952 in Menomonie, WI to Raymond Heitkamp and Gladys
(Schultz). He grew up in Menomonie and graduated from Menomonie High School in
1970. Jerry went on to receive a two-year degree from Chippewa Valley Technical
College. Jerry married Marty McLean, his high school sweetheart, on April 7th, 1973 at St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church. They were blessed with two children, Haddie (Oebser) and Heith.
He worked at 3M for over 30 years as a technician, retiring in 2010.
Jerry was an amazing husband, father, grandpa and friend. He had an abundance of
patience and common sense and was always ready with a helping hand, a quick smile,
and a quiet strength that continually built up those around him. He loved restoring classic
cars in his backyard garage, going to the races, playing cards, and traveling with his wife
and family. Nothing, however, could light up his face more than spending time with his
family. He loved his wife and children, doted on his grandchildren, and always looked to
be a support and comfort to those near and dear to his heart. Many would describe him as
a man of simple joys, but Jerry leaves behind a legacy of love, kindness, and loyalty that
will continue to support and inspire all those who had the fortune to know him and be
loved by him. Jerry was not only a gentle man - he was a gentleman.
Jerry is survived by his wife, Marty; his two children, Haddie (Scott) Oebser of Madison,
WI, and Heith (Barbara) Heitkamp of Bayport, MN; his five grandchildren: Isabelle, Aidan,
Evan, Katie, and Audrey; his sister Rayola Wang of Menomonie; and brother Rich
Heitkamp of Colfax.
He was preceded in death by his parents, brother Jim, and brother-in-law Michael
McLean.
There will be a visitation at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. on
Friday evening, July 10, 2020. Social distancing guidelines and facial coverings are
recommended.
In lieu of flowers, please make a donation in Jerry’s name to the Esophageal Cancer
Action Network.
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Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Jerry's passing. We grew up together a couple of blocks apart.
They were on 4th St. West and we were on 5th St. West and 12th Avenue. Rich,
Jerry did a lot of things back in the old days. A kind and caring man! Condolences to
Marty and the rest of the Heitkamp family! So sad, he had so much to live for! Just
doesn't seem fair! Take care Deed, you will be missed by many!

Gregory Plutshack - September 04, 2020 at 01:56 AM

“

I worked with Jerry at 3 m for many years. He was always a delight and patience of
steel R.I.P
My heart goes out to the family .

Sally wolfe - July 10, 2020 at 05:54 PM

“

Marty, Haddie and Heath.
No time on earth is long enough to share with the ones we love or prepare our hearts
for good-bye. May you take comfort that your Dad is resting in the arms of Jesus. I
have fond memories of happy times with Jerry. Thoughts of him bring smiles to my
face. Hugs to you all. Sincerely, Jean Terek

Jean Terek - July 09, 2020 at 04:59 PM

“

Dearest Marty. Our sincere condolences to you and your family. Jerry was a
wonderful man, great husband and father. Always there to give a helping hand.
Remembering all the card and board games we played and our fun camp outings. He
loved his Pepsi! He was welcomed into heaven by many we have lost. He will be
missed by many. HUGS

Diane Fox and Dennis Weber - July 09, 2020 at 08:41 AM

“

Marty, Haddie and Heith,
Our condolences go out to you and your extended family. Jerry was a good man,
husband and father. I’m also sure he was a great grandfather. He will be missed.
Dennis and Jill Smith

Dennis & Jill Smith - July 08, 2020 at 01:25 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to Jerry's family. He was such a fantastic guy, that was truly a
soft spoken gentleman. Always had time to visit and ask how you were. Never got to
come and see his old car but sure it was beautiful, he was such a perfectionist. He
will be truly missed.

Diane Gerth - July 07, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

Jerry
You were a kind wonderful person. You were soft spoken, always ready
to give someone a hand or good advice.
I’m sure Joe welcomed you into heaven with him!
We the family and friends are left on earth to mourn and miss you.
Marty
No matter what anyone tells you the sadness never goes away we just learn to
live with it!!! Many times you will ask yourself how am I supposed to navigate this
new
normal alone. Trust me Marty you are stronger than you think, with
family and friends you will not wander alone WE are here do not be afraid to reach
out!!
Karen Streveler

Karen Streveler - July 06, 2020 at 08:27 PM

“

Our sympathy to you and your family. Gone to soon!
Rick and Cindy Otto
Rick and Cindy Otto - July 10, 2020 at 04:34 PM

“

Marty and Family:
So sorry to hear of Jerry's passing but he fought to the end. He was a great guy and
we have so many memories of the fun times we had together watching our kids grow
up and all the card and carble games. He was always there when you needed a
helping hand and we are forever grateful for his friendship, kindness, and
thoughtfulness. Jerry will be greatly missed!!! Due to the travel restrictions, we are
unable to be with you at this time, but will get together when we can. Hugs and
kisses to all of you!!!! Tom and Deb

Deborah Sinz - July 06, 2020 at 08:26 PM

“

he was a good egg. my Pop was so proud of him and his family. Prayers to all. the
Quillings

Ardith A Richter - July 06, 2020 at 03:29 PM

“

May you Rest In Peace Uncle Jerry!! You were a kind man who helped so many.
Thankful for all the wonderful memories we had, family trips and fun. So sorry we
can’t make it to the funeral due to the current situation and travel restrictions- if it
wasn’t for this we would be there!! We love you all!! The Hoaglund’s

Melissa Hoaglund - July 06, 2020 at 12:48 PM

“

Jerry was an old high school classmate of mine. It is so sad to hear of his passing.
There are nothing but good things that come to mind when remembering what a true
gentleman he was. He was a man of integrity and I am proud to have known him as
a friend. My heartfelt condolences to Jerry’s family.

Dave Schrader - July 06, 2020 at 12:17 PM

“

So very sorry to hear this terrible new. My heart breaks for his family. Many prayers
sent to the Heitkamp family.
Rodger and Deb Hasse

Debra Hasse - July 06, 2020 at 12:00 PM

“

Rest In Peace my friend. The battle is over. You will be greatly missed.

Lonna Borgert - July 05, 2020 at 09:38 PM

