Jerome E. Mensing
November 2, 1937 - October 24, 2017

Jerome (Jerry) E. Mensing, age 79, of Menomonie, WI passed away peacefully on
Tuesday, Oct. 24, 2017 at Comforts of Home Memory Care in Menomonie, WI.
He was born November 2,1937 in Dodge Center, MN to Edward and Frances (Kubat)
Mensing. He grew up in West Concord, MN and graduated from West Concord High
School in 1955. Jerry joined the Army in 1955, served in Korea, and was honorably
discharged in 1957.
Jerry married Danielle Jones Feb. 27,1960 in West Concord, MN. They had four children;
Doug, Lori, Jeff, and Chuck. They farmed in West Concord until 1972 when the family
moved to Menomonie, WI. Jerry enjoyed everything about farming and his passion for
animals was lifelong. After retirement, his favorite pastimes with his family included swap
meets, auctions, and driving his horses in many area parades. He could often be found
wheeling and dealing in a variety of exotic animals. He and Danielle spent many
weekends entertaining area communities with their menagerie. Their collection of emus,
peacocks, muntjacs, coatimundi, fainting goats, pot-bellied pigs, and miniature horses
were enjoyed by all at Mensing’s Miniature Petting Zoo.
Jerry was very social and never liked to be idle. He was fun, boisterous, stubborn, loved to
snack, talked to everyone, and made new friends every place he went. In many ways he
was a rebel and his incredible sense of humor and colorful language kept everyone
guessing.
Jerry is survived by his wife of 57 years, Danielle, of Menomonie, his children: Doug
(Melanie) Mensing, Menomonie; Lori (Dave) Morken, Spring Grove, MN; Jeff (Colleen)
Mensing, Menomonie; and Chuck (Kim) Mensing, Menomonie. He is also survived by nine
grandchildren: Megan (Blake) Anderson of Elk Mound, WI, Merecie Mensing, and Mitchell
Mensing, both of Menomonie; Katie (Chad) Smith of Belle Plaine, MN and Jake Morken of
La Crosse, WI; Derrick (Michaela) Mensing of Menomonie and Ashley (Eric) Stuart of
Boyceville, WI; Cole and Trey Mensing of Menomonie; several great-grandchildren; his

sisters, Darleen Gillard and Sharon (John) Pechacek of West Concord, MN, as well as
many nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. He is also survived by his Comforts of Home
caregivers who laughed with him, loved him like family, and whose compassionate and
heartfelt care enriched his life.
He was preceded in death by his parents, several sisters- and brothers-in-law, and three
infant granddaughters.
Following a private service for immediate family, military honors by the Menomonie
Veterans Honor Guard will be held at 3:00 p.m. Thursday Nov. 2, 2017 at Olde Towne,
Menomonie, WI with a Celebration of Life until 7:00 p.m.
The family would also like to extend a special thank you to Dr. Nathan Rich and the
Comforts of Home Memory Care staff who provided the highest level of care for Jerry
while he battled Lewy Body Dementia.
In lieu of flowers, please share a favorite written memory of Jerry and his shenanigans!
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Comments

“

One thing I learned right away from Jerry at Comforts of Home: "Never step in the
silo unloader." He was a joy to be around, he made my day more than once. Who
gets his toolbox?

Tim Broetzmann - November 01, 2017 at 10:49 PM

“

Our sympathy goes out to Danielle and the four offspring and their families. We have
precious memories of raising your and our children in the Little Elk Creek
neighborhood. Not only the school but also especially the LEC 4-H. Remember what
it was like to work hard all day but still there was always enough energy left to go the
the 4-H ball diamond for one of the kids ball games. Many hours were spent at the
Dunn County Fair also but these hours helped mold the family you are proud of.
Jim and Joyce Solie

Joyce Solie - October 31, 2017 at 03:49 PM

“

My Sympathies to the entire family. I don't even know what memory to share as I
have so many. Jerry was one of a kind and will be missed. The last time I saw him
was during a fire alarm at the memory care center and I walked by him and said hi
Jerry and he said Hi Johnny.

John Entorf - October 31, 2017 at 02:22 PM

“

Met at the Wakanda july 4 petting zoo and discovered he was neighbor.
Went to several exotic auctions with him, he really enjoyed his critters. He will be
missed

Dave & shelly rutherford - October 31, 2017 at 10:41 AM

“

Although I have not seen Jerry in many years, I have many fond memories of his
"shenanigans". We drank beer and climbed the greased pole at the "Corner Club" in
Mantorville when I was around 14 as well as hunted pheasants in the snow. I could
always count on a great horseback ride when we visited his family's farm. We could
also count on seeing a variety of new things around the place. He obviously inherited
his dad's love of exotic animals and odd things. Their place was where I first saw a
guinea hen, a Crosley automobile, banty rooters, and the list goes on. Some might
also remember his comment to the nurse as he came out of anesthesia after surgery

when he was a teenager. Something about calf chewed rope. It is good to know he
had as much fun as an adult as he did as a kid. May he rest in peace.
Greg Baker
Greg Baker - October 27, 2017 at 12:13 PM

“

Our sympathy to all the family. Doug, we are so sorry to read of the loss of your
father. We miss seeing you every fall after harvest.....we hope you and your family
are doing well. You are in our thoughts and prayers. Take care.
Bonnie and Don Milller

Bonnie - October 26, 2017 at 10:22 AM

“

Rest in peace Jerry. Condolences to the family. Jerry was an original and will be missed.
Lisa Judd
Lisa Judd - November 01, 2017 at 05:44 AM

