Jean A. Borgaro
August 13, 1941 - November 3, 2017

Jean Ann Borgaro of Menomonie Wisconsin passed away on Friday, November 3rd, 2017,
after a long battle with Alzheimer's disease. She was the middle daughter of James and
Beatrice Heydon of Superior Wisconsin.
Jean graduated from East Superior High School in 1959 and was a lover of music and
talented singer receiving several awards along the way. It was no surprise that she earned
the title of Ms. Congeniality in a local home pageant due to her charisma and infectious
smile. Later in 1959, she would go on to marry James C. Borgaro of Iron belt Wisconsin
and after having three children, Keith, Kim, and Douglas, they would find their way to
reside in Menomonie.
Jean pursued interests in modeling for a period of time and was passionate about the arts
and culture throughout her life. She retired from the University of Wisconsin Stout in 2005,
after 15 years of service.
Jean was someone who cared sincerely about people. She was a lady of elegance and
grace who touched many with her kindness and spirit. Her compassion and warmth would
envelop those around her like a ray of the sun and she was loved and admired by all she
came in contact with.
Jean was an extremely dedicated wife and mother and found a great source of pride in
her children and grandchildren. She selflessly aimed to take the best care of her family
carrying out loving tasks such as placing out the daily supply of vitamins for her children,
and organizing extensive menus and learning to cook and bake them with a masters skill
even after a long day at work herself. Her tireless commitment and devotion were
admirable, honest and reflected her beautiful, loving spirit. Jean was an original in
kindness of heart and depth of soul that will never be seen again. Although her absence
leaves a hole in our hearts that can never be completely filled, her family takes with them
the many lessons she taught as well as the great honor and pride of having her as a part
of our lives.

Jean was preceded in death by her youngest sister Sandra Tyykila and is survived by her
eldest sister Carol Newman, (Carol & Don Newman), Barnes WI. She is survived by her
husband James of Menomonie, her three children, Keith, (Keith and Rose) San Francisco
CA, Kim Borgaro of Los Angeles CA, and Douglas, (Douglas & Heidi) Eau Claire WI, four
grandchildren, Kaisha, Maria, Michael Borgaro, and Michael Vettel, as well as five nieces
and nephews, Rhea, Valerie, Tara, Randy, and Angela.
We the family loved her deeply and now embark upon a vigorous search for strength as
we move forward in our daily lives without her. Please sleep well our loving angel. Words
cannot describe how greatly you will be missed. Jean Borgaro was 76.
A visitation will be conducted on Thursday, November 9, at 10:00 a.m. at Olson Funeral
Home, 615 Wilson Ave. in Menomonie, WI. A funeral service will follow at 11:00 at the
Funeral Home with Father James Kurzynski officiating.

Events
NOV
9

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Olson Funeral Home
615 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

NOV
9

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Olson Funeral Home
615 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. I remember when we moved to Menomonie in 1974. A
few years later your family moved there and Mr "B" was the band director. Keith and
Kim - you two were some of my first friends at MHS and I enjoyed Twirling baton also
in the band. Your family was so Kind and hospitable! Prayers that God's Love
comfort you and keep you in His Care! Kari Ebert Axelsen

Kari L Axelsen - November 14, 2017 at 08:07 PM

“

Mr B and familyWe are sad to hear of Mrs B's passing, but relieved for her that she is finally free of
Alzheimer's. She was incredibly beautiful- inside and out. She was so calm and
lovely. She always chatted with us after concerts, and had something positive and
thoughtful to say about everyone, and she said it in her wonderful, rich voice. We
were all a bit in awe of her though she was never intimidating- she was just so
beautiful and seemed so perfect! She was a very lovely woman. We all looked up to
her and admired her.
We have fond memories of the band room at Menomonie High School! Thanks to Mr
B for that.
Best wishes to all Borgaros
Jim and Kristin (Bostrom) Ellenson
Corvallis, OR

Kristin - November 09, 2017 at 01:57 PM

“

Love and prayers to the whole family. Mrs Borgaro was a lovely person who did
everything for others. She was a quiet yet powerful force behind her husband. She
was always kind. That’s the way I’ll remember her. What a loss to the world.
Sally Schuler Rascon
Las Cruces, New Mexico

Sally Schuler - November 07, 2017 at 08:37 PM

“

Jim and Family,
I was a classmate of Jean and remember, with fond memories, her genuine kindness
to others at all times and the grace she shared.
May those memories give you strength as you mourn the loss of your wife, mother
and grandmother.
She was truly special,
Terry Buxton

Terry Buxton - November 07, 2017 at 03:41 PM

“

I worked with Jean at Stout. She was gracious, thoughtful and kind. RIP Jean. My
condolences to her family and friends

Vicki Larson - November 07, 2017 at 12:21 PM

“

I miss Jean - I miss her laughter, her wit, her kindness--everything about her.
Everyone says she was beautiful inside and out. That's so true! We laughed until we
cried many times. She was one of a kind!
Becky Nelson

Becky Nelson - November 07, 2017 at 09:34 AM

“

Mr. B and Family,
I'm so sorry to hear of Jean's passing. I remember that she always was very kind to
us high school students -- she made you feel like she really saw you. And, of course,
anytime she would sit in for a standard on a gig with our quartet she would sing the
tune just beautifully.
Please accept my wishes of healing and peace. I hope we have the chance to talk
before long, Mr. B. I think of you often with gratitude!
Benson Gardner
Madison, WI

Benson Gardner - November 06, 2017 at 11:29 PM

“

Mr. Borgaro and family,
We are so sorry for your loss. You brought many smiles and much laughter to band
every year. I’m sure she did to you all as well. Praying for your comfort.
Beth (Robelia) Napton and family

Beth Napton - November 06, 2017 at 08:54 PM

“

Jean was the epitome of beauty, both inside and out! She was a dedicated & loving
Mother to her three children. I had the privilege of knowing the Borgaro family when
they lived in Chetek, WI. It was always a pleasure to spend time with Jean; her smile
was infectious and sincere. My prayers go out to James, her children & grandchildren
as they celebrate a beautiful lady! Sending love to all of you from Chetek, WI.
Chris Dewey
707 Tainter St. #105
Chetek, WI 54728

Chris Dewey - November 06, 2017 at 03:04 PM

“

Mr. Borgaro and family,
I am sorry to hear about Mrs. Borgaro's passing. I have so many fond memories
babysitting your children and playing clarinet at Chetek High. My thoughts are with
you.
Sharon Perry Batterman

Sharon Perry Batterman - November 06, 2017 at 02:00 PM

“

Dear Jim and Family,
We are so sorry for your loss. I know it has been a long hard struggle, but Jean is at
peace now. This is never an easy thing for the family, but please know you are in our
thoughts and prayers.
Jean and I shared a lot of great memories from high school. My maiden name was
Holm and Jean and I usually were seated next to each other ( alphabetical order!).
We both played in the East High Band, Jean on clarinet and I played the French
horn. I remember you Jim, when you came to East to do you student teaching. Jean
was enamored immediately. I wish I had known she was working at UW Stout when
our daughter was going to school there - we could have used the time to "catch up".
Thinking of you Jim and the family, and hoping you can take a sigh of relief knowing
Jean is finally at peace.
Bob and Clarann (Holm) Zatko

Clarann Zatko - November 06, 2017 at 01:53 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to the Borgaro family on the loss of your wife, mother &
grandmother. I have fond memories of when your family lived in Chetek. Mrs.
Borgaro was everything that was said in the obituary and more. I always enjoyed
babysitting for Keith & Kim and the family was truly missed when they moved. Know
that you are in the thoughts & prayers of your Chetek family & friends.
Sue Perry-Abboud

Sue Abboud - November 06, 2017 at 12:19 PM

“

To the Bogaro Family, Jeans friends in Chetek are sending you our love and
sympathy. We have many warm memories of her and her smile. Sincerely,
Jackie Brohman
Janene Haselhuhn
Monique McCracken

Jackie Brohman - November 06, 2017 at 11:26 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the family of Mrs. Borgaro. I was a band student of Mr.
Borgaros at Menomonie High School many years ago. I always remember Mrs.
Borgaro as such a genuinely kind, beautiful and lovely person. Our thoughts and
prayers go out to Mr. Borgaro and family. Cheryl (Gebhart) Latshaw

Cheryl Latshaw - November 06, 2017 at 10:41 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Jean's passing. She was such a lovely person. Mary is an invalid
so we cannot attend the funeral. Please accept our sincere sympathy . Our hearts
are with you.
Ron and Mary Keezer
1705 Wilson St.
Eau Claire, WI 54701

Ron Keezer - November 06, 2017 at 10:29 AM

“

I had known Jean for a long time and had the privilege to work with her at the UWStout. Her obituary says it all--she was a beautiful woman inside and out and was so
very proud of her family. My utmost sympathy to Jean's family during this difficult
time. RIP Jean and enjoy singing with the angels in their choir in heaven.
Amy Riddle-Swanson

Amy Riddle-Swanson - November 06, 2017 at 10:27 AM

“

Kim and Borgaro Family,
Hoping your grief is lessened in the coming days and is replaced with the beautiful
memories of your moms' life.
Kim, I remember your moms positive energy and her upbeat outlook.
Thinking of you all,
Lisa Gust

Lisa Gust - November 06, 2017 at 10:26 AM

