James P Crowley
March 28, 1954 - June 12, 2019

James P Crowley, age 65 of Menomonie, WI passed after a courageous two year battle
with lung cancer on Wednesday, June 12th 2019 surrounded by his beloved children. “The
Chicago Kid” was born on March 28th 1954 in Chicago, IL to Francis Walter Crowley and
Elizabeth Evelyn (Reich) Crowley.
He grew up in the Chicagoland area where he formed at an early age, the love of Golf as
he caddied at Olympia Fields. James, after graduating High School moved to Eau Claire,
WI where he attended the University and met Mary Ellen Schrantz. They married February
19th, 1977 and had three children.
James worked at the 3M Menomonie plant for over 30 years. He worked hard to provide
for his family and retire early at age 58 and picked up many beloved hobbies; one of which
was spending quality time with his three granddaughters. James loved playing golf,
shooting pool and throwing darts. James was a true fan and loved all Chicago sports,
including his beloved Cubs, Blackhawks, Bulls and DaBears!
During his many extracurricular activities, James formed several close and endearing
friendships. Nothing brought more joy to James than cooking good food and hosting many
family and friends. Never was there a shortage of food or a “to-go” container when James
P was involved. For those who had the pleasure of knowing James and his beautiful,
optimistic spirit, we will feel a huge void as we continue to go through this journey in life.
We will always remember how his generous and unconditional love made him the James
P (Crow, Mr. Crowley, Chicago Kid, Jimmy, Jim) that we know and loved.
James is survived by his ex-wife, and dear friend Mary Ellen Crowley (Schrantz) of
Woodbury; Son, Michael (Mike) Aaron Crowley and Christine Marie Crowley (Thydean) of
Menomonie; Two Daughters, Jessica (Jess) Robyn Crowley and Amber Leigh Crowley of
Minneapolis; Three Grandchildren, Grace Mary- Elizabeth Crowley, Isabella Marie
Crowley, Emelia Madelyn Crowley. He is also survived by his five siblings, Lorraine
McCarthy, Robert (Bob) Crowley and Lori Crowley, Norberta (Bertsy) Crowley, Judith
(Judy) Delbovo and Lucy Harper and Joseph (Joe) Harper. James is survived by many
nieces, nephews and other dear friends and relatives.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Francis (Frank) and Elizabeth (Beth). His
nephew, Mark Delbovo and dear friend Wally.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Menomonie with Father John Mano officiating. Visitation will be from
4:00 – 7:00 p.m., Monday, June 17, 2019 at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie and one
hour prior to services at the church on Tuesday. A luncheon will follow the service where
we will celebrate life and all the memories James P brought to each and every one of our
lives.

Events
JUN
17

Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Olson Funeral Home & Cremation Services
615 Wilson Ave, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

JUN
18

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
910 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

JUN
18

Funeral Mass

11:00AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
910 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

Sure was sorry to hear of Jim's passing! I visited him several times in the last 45
days and knew time was working against Jim! I just wish there was something I could
have done, other then just be there to console him! Felt so helpless myself! To watch
a very close friend go through this was difficult! Jim had a tremendous support
system for sure! Amber, Jesse, Mike and Aunt B were there steadily throughout his
last days! I know that meant a lot to Jim! I will always remember Jim for the great
Man and Father that he was! He always put them first! Never waivered on that! He
was so proud of all his kids and grand kids! It was a pleasure meeting Jim's entire
family including the Crowley's from Chicago!
Jim played on Dean & Sue's Old Timer's Pool Team and Golf Team for the last 20
years or so! He will be missed! We spent a lot of time having fun in friendship. It's
hard to say good bye to a good friend such as Jim. I will never forget Jim or Steve
Muza, that also passed a couple years ago! It was an honor to have known such a
great guy for so long! So long Crow. I will never forget you! Leave a light on, many of
us are heading your way!

Gregory P Plutshack - June 20 at 06:29 AM

“

Please accept our sincere sympathy for your loss. Your memories will comfort you.
Look to the Lord for your strength. Lee and Bonnie Knut son

Bonnie Knutson - June 17 at 02:57 PM

“

To those who loved Jim, I am so sorry for your loss. I met Jim through a longtime
friend. Jim always put his family first, a quality, while I didn't always agree with, I
value. I have many memories of Jim from holiday gatherings, family events and
birthday celebrations we shared in the past 10-15 years so it is hard to choose just
one or two. Jim's love of the Bears was shared by my husband who grew up near
Chicago so they always had plenty to talk about. His sense of humor is the trait I
appreciated most. He often had me laughing at his unique perspective on life. Jim
was a very strong influence on my son who plays golf a sport he may never have
become interested in if not for Jim's love of the sport. Both of my children will
remember him for his love of cooking and his amazing soup. Our family will miss him.

Susan Justice - June 17 at 12:11 PM

“

My precious Mary, you have always been number one in Jim's life and irreplaceable!
Mike, Jessie and Amber how your Dad loved you so! I miss him so much. I'm so
thankful for this last month we had together

Norberta - June 16 at 01:18 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. May God bless your memories of Jim and may they
comfort you and bring you peace. Rachel Erickson

Rachel Erickson - June 14 at 01:16 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Diane on your loss. You were a perfect couple,
comfortable together or apart. Your loss is felt by many.

K W - June 13 at 06:01 PM

“

Dear Mary, Jess and Amber, I am so sorry to hear of Jim's passing. I know how you
loved him. My prayers are with you in your time of sorrow. He has earned his wings
to be with heaven's angels. Love Mama Jo

JoAnne Moore - June 13 at 03:28 PM

“

So sorry to see this today. It has been a long time but Jim was a wonderful friends for
many years. We were even roommates for about a year and I had my graduation
party at his house. I loved you Jim and will always be grateful for our years of
friendship.

Carmen Larson - June 13 at 03:00 PM

“

Jim, it's been a long time. But years ago softball was s lot of fun. I'll never forget!
Good job, good and faithful servant!
Arlen Peterson, Balsam Lake, WI

Arlen Peterson - June 13 at 01:31 PM

“

To. Mike. And Christine and girls so sorry to here of your father and father in laws
passing and the girls grandfather it's hard to go threw this but there's always hugs
and I know you have some wonderful memories of him I'll always keep you in my
thoughts and prayers

Paula. Smith - June 13 at 01:22 PM

“

Jim was a friend of my mom when I was a youngster. No matter how busy the grown
ups were, he always took the time to greet me with a silly nickname and pay
attention to me. I really appreciated that. He just adored my baby brother so I knew
he must be a good guy. Not once did I see him without a friendly smile. Rest in
Peace "Crowleygator". You will be missed.

Nicole Schmidt - June 13 at 08:55 AM

“

Uncle Jim your contagious smile is unforgettable. Love and hugs go out to my
cousins, Aunt Mary and Crowley family in this time of sorrow.
Linda

Linda Logsdon - June 12 at 10:18 PM

“

My heart goes out to all gators family and friends, words can't Express how much he
will be missed by us all.
much love to you my kitchen magician, remember to save my spot.
You'll always be in my heart, R.i.p my friend
Always your Liza

Liza - June 12 at 09:39 PM

“

Sure will miss ya brotha , you were always kind and funny, always made me feel
welcome! Thank You!! With a tear, until we meet again!!!!

BC - June 12 at 09:38 PM

“

Met my fellow FIB friend at golf. Turned out we had a lot in common. Only thing that
matters are da bears, the blackhawks and the cubs! It was fun to always get together
and have a few, discussing things that FIB’s bullshit about! Jim was always positive
and happy. He will be missed. God bless the Crowley’s and Schrantz’s. Be strong
and remember Jim will be waiting for us all to join him someday. Jim, say hi to papa
Halas and Walter for me! See ya soon!
Mike

Mike Beaupre - June 12 at 06:59 PM

“

I met Jim through my brothers Steve and Jeff Anderson who were his friends. Jim
was a kind and helpful person who gave of himself to others. I always enjoyed seeing
and talking with him. A good cook who made a great chili who always would lend a
generous hand. He will me missed, but heaven has gained a wonderful soul. Al
Anderson

Al Anderson - June 12 at 05:23 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Randy - June 12 at 04:25 PM

“

JR , is that you??
BC - June 12 at 09:44 PM

