James C. Borgaro
July 2, 1935 - July 31, 2019

James C. Borgaro, of Menomonie, WI passed away peacefully on July 31, 2019 at Mayo
Clinic Health System – Red Cedar.
Born in 1935 in a small mining town of Wisconsin’s northern snow belt, Jim was the son of
James and Antonette Borgaro of Iron Belt Wisconsin. As a young child he spoke fluent
Italian almost exclusively as a third generation of Italian immigrants. He demonstrated
perfect pitch early on and after receiving his first saxophone as a gift from his father, he
embarked upon a mission focus and developed himself into a well- recognized talent,
receiving many accolades and awards. Jim developed a significant following of fans and
was even hired as a young teenager to play in clubs and events in Hurley and the
surrounding area, which was a booming region of the time, as the mines and logging of
the 1940’s presented a larger surge in the Wisconsin economy.
Going on to earn full scholarships in music, Jim would attend the University of Wisconsin
Madison, where the boy from a small mining town would earn first chair in the UW
Madison band.
Later, he would do some teaching in Superior Wisconsin where he would meet Jean
Heydon and marry her in 1959.
After he earned a bachelor’s degree, Jim and Jean would go on to have three children,
Keith (Keith and Rose, San Francisco CA), Kim (Los Angeles CA) and Doug (Doug and
Heidi, Eau Claire, Wisconsin) Jim taught High School instrumental music in Abbotsford
Wisconsin before becoming the instrumental music teacher in Chetek. Jim earned a
master’s degree in music from Vandercook College in Chicago Illinois in 1970.
In 1975, Jim accepted a teaching job for the Sr. High School music director in Menomonie
Wisconsin. He retired from Menomonie after 32 years of service and moved on to do
some teaching in music at Glenwood City Wisconsin. Jim was always passionate about
music and inspired many of his students. He achieved great success as his bands and
musicians would regularly earn top honors and awards in state competitions. Jim was

blessed over the years with many very talented students. A good number of them moved
on to become teachers, musical composers, and successful professional musicians. Jim
along with his family was always proud of his students and their many great
accomplishments.
As many of his students would affectionately refer to him as Mr. “B”, he was fortunate to
make a positive impression on many lives. He had a special ability to challenge and
inspire. He was the perfect facilitator to bring out the best in his students and develop their
abilities to reach their best. Jim was active for many years in playing “gigs” with his band
Take Five. They played in many venues and recorded albums, often packing in fans at
places like Lehmans in Rice Lake Wisconsin. Many would travel from significant distances
to listen to them, such as from Minneapolis and even Chicago.
Jim was a quiet and unassuming soul, particularly in his personal life. Over the years,
those who were unfamiliar with his talents would often be very surprised to say the least,
as this quiet unassuming man would take the stage and completely blow the doors off the
joint.
Jim was preceded in death by his wife Jean and is survived by his sister Janet Pozega of
Ironwood MI. He is survived by his three children, Keith, Kim and Douglas; his
grandchildren, Kaisha Borgaro, Michael Vettel, Maria Borgaro and Michael Borgaro; as
well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Jim and his wife Jean built a wonderful life together with many great times for his family.
We the family learned many lessons from Jim including the depth of his heart. Though his
passing represents the end of an era for his family, we are inspired by the promise of the
future he made possible. We loved him deeply and his legacy lives on to uplift us.
It was our great privilege and honor to share in his life and learn from him and we are
comforted to always have the great pride of his memory in our hearts. Jim Borgaro was
84.
Funeral services will be held at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019 at Olson Funeral
Home in Menomonie, with Father John Mano officiating. There will be visitation at the
funeral home one hour prior to the service on Wednesday.
To share a memory, please visit obituaries at www.olsonfuneral.com
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Comments

“

I just saw this today....my sympathy goes out to the family.
I had Mr. B. as a music teacher.....I recall how encouraging he was.....even though I
think we both knew I was not that good!! It was so fun to be part of the marching
band and he made music special!
Thinking of you during your loss.
Diane Chilinski (Caturia)

Diane Chilinski - August 27, 2019 at 06:55 PM

“

25 years ago today Mr B played at our wedding both during the service and at the
reception. When we asked him how much he charged, he told us it was his gift to us
- that was just the way he was. As a teacher and mentor, he changed my life for the
better when he asked me to join Jazz Band my freshman year - for four years I
played twice a day and he made it the most amazing experience! The other kids in
band became my friends not just during high school but still today and while I may
not play much these days, my children do because I still love music because of Mr B.
As a teacher I know how much of his ‘free’ time he spent with his students through
marching band, pep band, jazz band, summer lessons, and being available beyond
school hours. As everyone has said he truly made a difference in our lives and so
many others.
Jim and Susan (Jones) Gundlach

Jim Gundlach - August 13, 2019 at 11:46 PM

“

I was a student at Chetek High School and was in Mr B’s 1st hour band class. there’s
some things you wish could just last forever—and sad when it has to end. Jim was
my wife’s and my favorite teacher. He was a great musician, teacher, mentor and
inspiration for us all in music. He had his faults just like we all do, but when you get to
the end of life, God has a way of working those out. His passing leaves us a little bit
sad but i know that many will continue on his legacy and gift! Fun memories of
Marching Band, road trips, and concerts and Jeans kindness toward all us kid’s! An
humorous note: Keith was a little kid that used to carry his trombone up and down
the hallway when i was in high school. I was never so glad when i graduated before
he got to high school because i knew that “little kid” could probably play as good as
his dad.Ha! God bless the Borgaro family and our Sympathy them all. He will surely
be missed!

Dave Wendlandt - August 06, 2019 at 04:49 PM

“

Mr. B was our 4 children's band director at Menomonie Senior High. Such a talented
musician and dedicated educator gave all of us great memories of concerts and
parades. Band was part of their lives in high school, and inspired them to continue to
play in college. Now our grandchildren enjoy playing and his legacy lives on! Our
sympathy goes out to his family; he will be missed by many.

Marilyn & Ron Robelia - August 06, 2019 at 11:20 AM

“

Marilyn & Ron Robelia lit a candle in memory of James C. Borgaro

Marilyn & Ron Robelia - August 06, 2019 at 11:00 AM

“

Jim and Jean were some of our first friends in our early days in Menomonie. Jim was
a wonderful colleague to John and in later years joined me in Glenwood City. We
have many happy memories of times spent with Jim and Jean. Dinner at the Bolo
and in Madison for State Music Conventions, to name just two. I am sure their
reunion is a joyous one!
Our sympathy to Keith, Kim and Doug. Rest In Peace,
Jim!
Lovingly, Sandy and John Utphall

Sandy Utphall - August 05, 2019 at 09:47 PM

“

Another Iron Belt great has passed leaving a void that cannot be filled. Jimmy was a
friend along with his beautiful talented sister and mom and dad. His sax inspired me
to give it a try but it would be impossible to emulate his talent. God bless you and
yours Jimmy. You were always first chair.
George hockin and family

George Hockin - August 05, 2019 at 09:33 AM

“

James Borgaro was the band and choir director in Abbotsford, Wis . in 1961. I'm sure that
was his first teaching job. I was in the girls' triple trio that he directed and he coached us to
win first place in the state competition. It was so interesting to read what he accomplished
after he left the first job and went on to do so many great things in music. He was such a
great person, teacher and musician.
Marge Rohlik (Kieser) Abbotsford High School '61
Marge Rohlik - August 05, 2019 at 01:02 PM

“

My son Eric [Stassen] was lucky enough to have Mr. B, for all his high school years,
playing in the orchestra and [his favorite] the jazz band. He encouraged Eric and Eric
was able to go to university to study music, and get a masters degree. Eric now plays
tympani in a symphony orchestra in Chicago where he and his wife live. Mr. B was
not only a great teacher but was also an amazing help to my son when my husband
was suffering from serious health problems. He was kind and thoughtful and so very
supportive for Eric. My son sends his deepest sympathy, as Mr B was so very
special. I send my sympathy as well, he was a wonderful man, a great teacher and
an amazing sax player. We will all remember him with admiration and love. Alayne
Stassen

alayne stassen - August 04, 2019 at 03:20 PM

“

What a lovely tribute obituary was written for Mr. B. I was privileged to have him as
band director in high school in Chetek, WI. I played alto sax also and it was daunting
to take lessons from him! He was fun, a great director, and brought out the best in us,
I think.
I also babysat for the two older children...one a toddler and one a baby. We were
always in awe of how beautiful Jean was....and also so sweet. Several years after
high school I was eating dinner at a place near Eau Claire and was surprised that he
was the entertainment! We had a few minutes reminiscing during his break.
Rest in peace Mr. B....
Mary (Gocke) Howard
Eau Claire, WI

Mary Howard - August 04, 2019 at 02:13 PM

“

Mr. B was an amazing teacher and musician. He inspired all who learned under him.
We were a Class A band due to his leadership. We marched in drilled formations
playing memorized music. Because of his insistancecwe not carry music marching, I
learned to memorize, then play by ear, and improvise. I so wished he had been able
to attend our 50th reunion last year to see a few of us still playing our instruments
with joy after all of three years! A testament that he not only taught music but taught
LOVE for music. Thank you Mr B. I know you're playing with the best band ever now!

Ellen Kipp Lightner - August 04, 2019 at 12:46 PM

“

Mr. B. was really, really great. The phrase in the obituary, “the depth of his heart,”
struck a chord with my memories. You felt a little different in his bandroom than
anywhere else in the school -- this was a place where the music of your soul could
find expression. You knew Mr. B. understood and accepted you as a person, and
connecting with him was fun. Even if someone would have flown off the handle to
epic proportions in band class, I think he still would have understood and liked them
as a person while correcting their course. Mr. B. occasionally helped students play
jazz gigs around town, and I was fortunate to play in a quartet he led at The
Creamery on a monthly, then yearly basis for a while - treasured experiences of my
youth that helped me feel that, of course, I could conquer the world one day, in
whatever creative way I wanted. I’m so grateful for his presence in my youth, and
wish I could have touched based with him a few more times later in life. My
condolences to Mr. B's family, I know you've lost a great guy.

Benson Gardner - August 04, 2019 at 10:03 AM

“

I couldn't agree more: "You felt a little different in his bandroom than anywhere else in the
school -- this was a place where the music of your soul could find expression. You knew Mr.
B. understood and accepted you as a person..."
In the Band Room, you were part of something bigger and we all had an important role to
play in the success of the band. It didn't matter who you were, you were treated with
kindness and respect. The Band Room was a safe place to be yourself. The good
memories I do have of High School, were in that Band Room, marching in a parade, or
playing pep band for a rally.
We were a Class A Band because, Mr. B was a Class-A Act!
My sincere condolences to Mr. B's family. I'm sure he's playing his saxophone on some
heavenly cloud somewhere.
Mary ODonnell - August 05, 2019 at 04:51 PM

“

Mr. B. My favorite teacher at Chetek HS. Such an inspiration to me and hundreds of
kids.

Bev Cowin Murphy - August 04, 2019 at 09:33 AM

“

Jim was a dear friend and colleague for many years. He was an excellent musician
and teacher. What a wonderful person to have known. He was always so
encouraging and positive. Jim and his wife were such a great couple. We will miss
him, but his legacy will live on. All the students he helped are now passing it on.
Please accept our sympathy and our enduring love for such a great man.
Ron & Mary Keezer
UWEC Music faculty emeritus

Ron Keezer - August 04, 2019 at 06:39 AM

“

James was one of the best teachers ever! He used to allow me to direct the band if
he needed to step out for a minute. His temperament was so wonderful! He touched
many many lives for the better!

Rhonda Rose - August 03, 2019 at 11:09 PM

“

My sympathy to Keith, Kim, Doug, and your families. I have fond memories of Jim
and Jean from my early years of teaching in Chetek. What warm, welcoming people
they were.
Mary (Cashman) Austin

Mary Austin - August 03, 2019 at 09:30 PM

“

Ethan Iverson here: I owe a great debt to Jim Borgaro! He was just the best!!! I was
incredibly fortunate that he was our band director. I took having a hip jazz alto
saxophonist as a mentor for granted at the time, but after having been around the
world the world for three decades, I realize how special he was. Last night I played
solo piano at the Newport Jazz Festival for thousands of people and next week I go
to Beijing and Tokyo with the Billy Hart quartet. Who could say if I'd be doin' all that if
it hadn't been for Mr. B? -- ei

Ethan Iverson - August 03, 2019 at 04:18 PM

“

Mr. B was my high school band and Jazz band teacher, and favorite teacher I've ever
had. He pulled out all of our talent and pushed us to be better musicians, all while
having a ton of fun making music. He made me believe I was a good trumpeter and I
am proud to have known and played with so many professional musicians he
mentored and inspired to go pro. It was always a treat when he would pull out his
horn and let it rip- so many wonderful memories. He was always available if you just
needed someone to talk to as well. I think of Mr. B. often, with a lot of fondness, and
can only imagine the music he is making now. My deepest sympathies are with your
family, thank you for sharing him with all of us.
Trisha Rush (Phillips)

Trisha Rush - August 03, 2019 at 04:17 PM

“

Mr. B was my music teacher in Glenwood City. He was one of the kindest people you
could ever meet and so talented! Absolutely loved to hear him play! My thoughts and
prayers are with his loved ones.

Jill Buhr - August 03, 2019 at 02:19 PM

“

Wonderful memories of Mr B ! We shared a career as Band Directors! He was the
greatest! Our condolences to all of you.
Joe and Joan Fitzgerald
Spooner

Joe Fitzgerald - August 03, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

Jim was my dad's music teacher in Chetek, and he was my music colleague in
Glenwood City, and I've also had the pleasure of singing with him at a few gigs here
and there. He was the most talented player I have ever heard, and he was such a
gentle, kind, humble man. Jean and Jim were two of my favorite people, and they
both leave a giant hole in this world.

Angela Hierlmeier - August 03, 2019 at 10:50 AM

“

Mr. Borgaro was my high school band and jazz band teacher at Menomonie High
School. Mr. B was an excellent band teacher because he was so passionate about
music and teaching music appreciation to his students. I have great memories of Mr.
B - he was a wonderful person and teacher. Prayers for your family.
Cheryl Latshaw (Gebhart)

Cheryl Latshaw - August 02, 2019 at 10:23 PM

“

I had the privilege of having Mr. B as my high school music teacher at Menomonie
High School....it was because of him that I enjoyed music and playing my flute. He
was a wonderful teacher and mentor and I have never forgotten him after all these
years. My sympathies are with your family.
Laurie Weisser (Schultz)

Laurie Weisser - August 02, 2019 at 04:24 PM

“

One of the nicest people you could ever meet, and a fun teacher to boot. He will be missed.
So sorry to hear of his passing...
Beth Poulton Buske - August 02, 2019 at 10:12 PM

“

Mr. B was an amazing educator, musician and he inspired me! He had a huge impact on
my life. I often think of him while I’m teaching, hoping to somehow remember his easy and
happy way.
Sue Orfield - August 03, 2019 at 12:23 AM

“

Mr. Borgaro “Rocked” Menomonie HS :) thinking of all of you and hope good memories
prevail. Lisa Larsen (Gust)
lisa larsen - August 04, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

Mr. B...he was my band teacher for six years in Chetek, Junior
High through High School. I played the clarinet. He made class fun! Marching Band, Pep
Band...
Thank you, Mr. B for instilling all of us with your love of music. You will be missed.
Kathy Carey Jorgensen, class of 1971
Kathy - August 05, 2019 at 04:55 PM

“

Mr. B. was really a great educator, He did so much for so many students. I also had him as
a teacher from Junior High through High School in Chetek Wi. He probably spent more time
as a teacher to me then any other teacher in my life. There was weekly music lessons and
daily band practice, High School concerts, pep band. In at the summer there was marching
band and parades in in the fall all the football and basket ball games we played at. He had
one quarter of all the students in the High School in Band. He even came to some of our
concerts at Jr College in Rice Lake when I was there. He wonderful role model for any
student. God bless Mr. B. for all of his good work on earth and for loving to teach young
people.
Eugene Brouillard
Eugene Brouillard - August 14, 2019 at 01:14 PM

