Helmuth "Pookie" Albrecht
July 16, 1937 - September 25, 2015

Helmuth “Pookie” Albrecht, 78, of Menomonie, Wisconsin, died Friday September 25,
2015 at Comforts of Home in Menomonie.
Pookie was born July 16, 1937 in Illinois to John & Hanne (Christiansen) Albrecht. He
grew up in Winthrop Harbor / Zion, Illinois where he graduated from high school. Pookie
got a B.S. degree from Stout State College, Menomonie in 1959. He was a veteran of the
National Guard.
Helmuth married Donna Johnson June 10, 1967. Both worked at University of WisconsinStout for over 40 years. Pookie administrated a variety of student services over the years.
They lived on a farm raising two children, crops and Arabian horses. Pookie’s idea of
fun/vacation was working on the farm.
After retirement Pookie managed All Season Sports Center in Holcombe, Wisconsin for 7
years. Hunting deer, elk and moose in Wisconsin, Minnesota, Colorado and Canada were
Pookie’s loves. Dunn County Fish & Game Association members and activities kept him
involved and energized.
He is survived by wife, Donna, son Jeremiah (Janelle) and daughter Lillena (Bryan) Miller,
also survived by grandchildren Drew, Derek and Avery Albrecht and Jazmyn and Levi Joy
Miller and nieces: Carole Jean, Norma and Kris as well as other relatives and friends.
Pookie was preceded in death by his parents John & Hanne; and brothers--Hans, Helmut,
William and John.
There will be visitation from 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sunday Sept. 27, 2015 at Olson
Funeral Home, Menomonie and one hour prior to the services at the church on Monday.
Memorial services will be 11:00 a.m. Monday September 28 at Our Savior’s Lutheran
Church, Menomonie with Pastor Heather Wigdahl officiating. There will be a luncheon
served immediately following the service.

Burial will be at a later date in Birchwood Cemetery in Pine City, Minnesota.

Cemetery Details
Birchwood Cemetery
Pine City, MN

Previous Events
Visitation
SEP 27. 4:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)
Olson Funeral Home
615 Wilson Ave.
Menomonie, WI 54751

Visitation
SEP 28. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
910 9th St. E
Menomonie, WI 54751

Memorial Service
SEP 28. 11:00 AM (CT)
Our Savior's Lutheran Church
910 9th St. E
Menomonie, WI 54751

Tribute Wall

MR

To the family of Pookie Albrecht, So sadden by the news of Pookie. Just wanted
you to know I remember him well. We were in high school together and I
remember him as a very friendly and caring guy. Everyone liked Pookie. May the
Lord bring you peace. With love Mary Brown Roberts.
Mary Brown Roberts - October 02, 2015 at 10:46 AM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you Mary.
~The Albrecht Family
Lillena Miller - October 06, 2015 at 10:48 AM

W(

Donna, Jeremiah, Lillena & families, I was so sorry to hear about Pookie's
passing. I have such fond memories of him. I always remember he would often
come up to the farm. One time in particular, my mom and I were unloading hay
and he climbed up in the wagon and told us he would finish it for us. He was so
kind and always willing to help. Keeping you all in my thoughts and prayers during
this difficult time.
Wendi Seidling (Mecusker) - September 28, 2015 at 09:57 PM

Lillena
Miller

LK

Thank you Wendi for the memoery of dad.
Lillena Miller - September 30, 2015 at 07:10 AM

Donna and familyI'm so sorry to read about Pookie's death. He was such a delightful and
competent man. He always wore a smile, and was so respected for the evenhanded way he approached decisions at work. He will be missed!
Leslie Koepke
Leslie Koepke - September 28, 2015 at 03:18 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank for your kind words
The Albrecht family.
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:53 AM

Pookie took me under his wing when I was wet behind the ears Hall Director. He
gave me valuable feedback, support and most importantly friendship. Our worlds
were made better by crossing paths with him. What a great role model, sleep well
Pookie. To his family please know that I am holding you in my thoughts and
prayers.
Joe Wavrunek
Joe Wavrunek - September 28, 2015 at 10:25 AM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you for your kind words. I am Pookies daughter, I knew my dad was well known
and very influential. After his passing I have learned he genuinely cared for each
person he spoke with. He was an amazing guide in life. Thank you again for your
comment.
Lillena Miller - September 28, 2015 at 08:48 PM

DW

2 files added to the album Pookie at Stout

Darrin Witucki - September 27, 2015 at 08:39 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you Darrin for the pictures!
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:54 AM

He worked with my great-grandmother Catherine Clark at
Stout. You will be missed.

Anneka Rogers - September 27, 2015 at 02:07 PM

KL

Donna,
My sympathy to you and your family. Pookie was a part of my days at Stout - we
hung around with him and is was always worth a smile or two. I'd stop to visit him
very unexpectedly on passing through to Minneapolis. I'm so thankful that he
showed up for our 50th reunion at Stout. He was a wonderful guy! Kay Lyndahl
Kay Lyndahl - September 27, 2015 at 01:06 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you Kay! His smile and warns words will be missed by all.
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:55 AM

KT

I extend to you my most heartfelt sorrow and condolences
during this time in your life.
My dad could not have asked for a better friend~Pookie is a
beautiful soul~

Love, Kim (Trask) Turner
Kim Turner - September 26, 2015 at 05:59 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you Kim. He will live on in many of us. We appreciate you taking the time to
post
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:56 AM

Kim
Turner

You are very welcome~I will be thinking of all of you~
Kim Turner - September 29, 2015 at 05:48 PM

DA

Sorry for your loss. I knew Pookie when I lived in Cumberland and worked for
John Gurtner. Loved working with the horses that he brought up to Johns. Glad I
got to Meet Pookie. He was one of a kind and a loving soul.
Diane Anderson
Diane Anderson - September 26, 2015 at 05:41 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you for taking to time to post Diane. His kind and loving spirit will live on in
many people
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:57 AM

HB

Pookie was a childhood friend. We lived 2 or 3 houses away on Franklin Street in
Winthrop Harbor, Illinois. He was older than I (by 8 years), but we spent some
time together. I was closer in age to his brother John and spent more time with
him. I know that Pookie worked at Stout for many years and was very much
respected there.
My sincere sympathy on your loss. Pookie was an excellent person and I am
happy to have know him.
Hal Bergan, Madison, WI
Hal Bergan - September 26, 2015 at 05:05 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you for taking the time to post Hal. We thought of and spoke of John often, they
will both be missed.
The Albrecht family.
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:59 AM

BS

So sorry to hear about Pookie. He became a great friend and mentor. I am glad I
had the opportunity to visit him a few days ago. I regret we can not attend the
service as we are in Florida visiting our son. Our prayers go out to Donna and the
rest of the family. Rest in peace my friend. The Lord knows you have earned it.
Bill & Karen Schutts
Bill Schutts - September 26, 2015 at 02:58 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you a Bill and Karen.
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 11:59 AM

LuAnn
Sullivan

My husband Doug and I just had moved to the area in 2009 and Pookie was our
first neighbor to welcome us. We thought it somewhat strange that he crashed
our family barbeque. But after several hours of stories and laughing a great
friendship was born. We will miss you dear friend. Doug and LuAnn Sullivan
LuAnn Sullivan - September 26, 2015 at 08:43 AM

Lillena
Miller

LuAnn I will never forget this story and not in one way does it shock me. Thank you to
you and Doug for your continued support.
The Albrecht family :-)
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 12:00 PM

Mike
Rocole

An incredible man and mentor. In a time in my life I could have went the wrong
direction this man gave me confidence respect and love. He sent me on path of
respect productive life and showed me how to contribute to society in a positive
manner. I will greatly miss him and forever am debted to him for being such good
mentor and example of how we should treat each other. I will miss you Pookie but
will carry on the valuable lessons you taught me...thank you my friend.
With deepest sympathy and sadness,
Mike Rocole
Mike Rocole - September 25, 2015 at 07:36 PM

HE

I cannot begin to share how Pookie impacted my life. Growing up at OSL with
Jeremiah, gave me many opportunities to talk with Pookie. He was always there
and listened. Even as an adult at church, he always asked my parents how life
was going for me and my family. I will never forget his love and kindness. Pookie
will be forever missed.
Heidi - September 25, 2015 at 05:45 PM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you Heidi.
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 12:01 PM

TE

So sorry to hear of your loss!! Pookie was a great guy! He always had a smile on
his face and always put a smile on everyone else's.
Tanya Erickson
Tanya Erickson - September 25, 2015 at 05:39 PM

Thank you Tanya.

Lillena
Miller

JH

Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 12:01 PM

My sympathy to Pookies family in this sad time. Losing a loved one is never easy.
Jan Hastings - September 25, 2015 at 05:02 PM

Thank you Jan.

Lillena
Miller

The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 12:03 PM

CM

He was a very wonderful man I was glad I was able to get to know him he always
put every one first and thought the world of his grandkids and his children and
most of all his wonderful wife he always said he would not be where he was if it
was not for how well his wofe dona cared for him and he can't thank every one
enough ( pookie will be missed very much and will always be watching over
everyone )
Chelsea mork - September 25, 2015 at 03:23 PM

AC

I am deeply saddened by the passing of a good friend and former colleague from
Stout. Howie and I will always remember his generous, caring nature. He was such a
genuine nice guy who would give you the shirt off of his back. Pookie made the world a
better place and will be missed by all who knew him.
In deepest sympathy,
Alice and Howard Clausing
Alice Clausing - September 26, 2015 at 01:28 AM

HW

We pray peace of mind and heart for you, Donna, and all of those who love Pookie.
May beautiful memories give each of you heart's ease.
Hugh and Sarah Williamson - September 26, 2015 at 09:59 AM

JW

Donna, our sympathy to you and your family. There will so many wonderful stories
remembered and shared about Pookie. He was a man of great character and always
knew what was the right thing to do at Stout on behalf of students and the university. A
wonderfully dear friend.
Jan and Joe Womack
Jan Womack - September 27, 2015 at 08:01 AM

BL

Pookie was a good friend if my grandpa, Don Jenny. I spent many summers in
Menomonie during the years Grandpa raised Arabian horses. We often would go to
Pookie's farm and it was always such a joy to visit there. RIP and prayers to the whole
family.
Becky Garton Lovelace
Rhinelander, WI
Becky Lovelace - September 27, 2015 at 06:35 PM

LS

Donna. I didn't know that my daughter Alexi was special friends with your son and
daughter in lawJanelle. She was telling me about the review all at Our Saviors for a
man called Pookie. How many Pookies can there be? So sorry for your loss of this
wonderful man!!
linda olson. marys sister - September 29, 2015 at 06:36 AM

Lillena
Miller

Thank you EVERYONE for your kind words. We appreciate the thoughts, prayers and
support
The Albrecht family
Lillena Miller - September 29, 2015 at 12:03 PM

EH

My memories of Pookie are from 57 years ago. Pookie attended Stout with my
Husband Gary Hurtley. Pookie, Joe O'Leary and other friends spent time at our
apartment. We had two children so it was often a bit hectic, however they said it gave
them a "touch of home" A delightful young man we always enjoyed his visits. We
heard he was working for Stout and enjoyed a very successful career there. I am sorry
to hear of his passing and pray your memories will give you comfort. Emmy Hurtley
Emmy Hurtley - September 30, 2015 at 03:37 PM

