Gladys Block Obituary
September 20, 1919 - March 15, 2014

Gladys Ione Block, age 94, of Menomonie, WI passed away Saturday, March 15, 2014 at
Mayo Clinic Health System-Eau Claire.
The former Gladys Ione Moritz was born Sept. 20, 1919 in Eau Galle, WI to Lewis and
Ellen (Thompson) Moritz.
After high school graduation, Gladys attended Dunn County Normal, and then received
her Bachelor's degree from U.W. Eau Claire. She taught in Menomonie elementary
schools for several years. After receiving her Master's degree in Guidance and Counseling
at U.W. Stout, Gladys was a Menomonie Junior High School Guidance counselor.
Gladys married Herbert R. Block in Menomonie and together they raised one son, Marlin.
Gladys was a member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Menomonie for 73 years. She was
a volunteer for the Red Cross traveling to many parts of the country to help with disaster
relief. She was a member of Wisconsin Retired Educators Assoc. and was also involved in
several book clubs and a Bible Study at St. Paul's Lutheran Church. She had strong
opinions regarding politics and was very pro education.
Gladys was a teacher who retired to her real job as world traveler, making adventurous
trips to nearly every continent, often with students who were a third of her age. She made
her last international trip to Cuba when she was 90 years old. Her advice to anyone, "start
traveling when you're young".
Gladys is survived by her son, Marlin (Kaki) Block of Rothschild, WI; a grandson, Dustin
(Clare) Block of Grosse Pointe Woods, MI; a granddaughter, Kristin (Greg) Carlson of
Shakopee, MN; five great-grandchildren, Cate, Wesley, Camiryn, Zoey and Eliot; and a
sister, Norma Wold of La Crosse, WI. She is also survived by nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents and her husband, Herbert.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday, March 20, 2014 at St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Menomonie with Pastor Brett Voigt officiating. Burial will
be in St. Paul's Lutheran Cemetery, Twp. of Menomonie, Dunn County at a later date.
Visitation will be from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Wednesday at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie
and also one hour prior to the service at the church on Thursday.

Comments

“

Mrs. Block was always so kind and concerned with the emotional health of the
students at Menomonie Junior HIgh (as it was known when I was there). She helped
me through a lot of tough times. I certainly don't remember all of the teachers I had in
Jr. Hi, but I will always remember Mrs. Block.
A few years ago, I saw her walking along the bike trail in North Menomonie, while I
was with my children. Seeing her brought back such a warmth and gratitude. I tried
to explain to my kids all that she did for me, but I doubt I could ever convey that
adequately.
Thank you, Mrs. Block. Rest in Peace.

Steve Russell - Menomonie, WI - Student - March 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I was saddened to hear of Gladys' death.
She and I were in the Chippewa Valley Writers' Group. I enjoyed her writings, many
about her travels.
Gladys was a sweet, kind, funny lady. She will be missed.

Sallie Ward - Menomonie, WI - Friend - March 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Marlin, Kaki, Dustin and Kristin. Send our sympathies.

Laure and Scott Blancgard - Wausau, WI - Friends - March 20, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Marlin and Kaki........our deepest sympathy to you and your family.

Tim and Lisa Maves - Menomonie, WI - friend - March 18, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Oh the memories of Mrs. Block at North School. She was certainly one of the best.
She will be missed.

Nancy (Hintz) Berger - March 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I always remember how she could find the humor in what Mike and I would say to
each other. I wish that my daughter could have her for a teacher. . . someone that will
keep her in-check but let her explore what truly interested her.Thank you for the
magazine that Gabrielle loves - Mike & I will keep the subscription going. I only wish
Gabrielle could've spent more time with you :-( The two of you are "peas in a pod ".

Mariah Wold-Jendro - Saint Paul, MN - Great Niece - March 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Gladys was my teacher at Ideal School for about 6 years, I think. I will always
remember her as a very good teacher who really cared about all of us 18 or 20 kids
each year. I stopped to see her within the last year, as she was out in her yard doing
some lawn work and we had a nice visit.
She was always First Class all the way.
My sympathy to Marlin and family.

Keith Stevens - Amery, WI - former student - March 16, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Gladys has always had a special place in my heart for having been such a wonderful
teacher to my two children, Denise and Michael. She had a gift and they never forgot
her.

cheryl breitung - chetek, WI - taught with her in Menomonie - March 15, 2014 at 12:00 AM

