George Bernhardt Larson
September 16, 1913 - March 15, 2015

George Bernhardt Larson, age 101, of Menomonie, WI passed away Sunday, March 15,
2015 at the American Lutheran Home in Menomonie.
Mr. Larson was born Sept. 16, 1913 on the home farm in Dunn County, WI to Ole J. and
Anna M. (Alseth) Larson.
On April 9, 1937, George married the former Eleanora A. “Ellie” Scheel at Peace Lutheran
Church in Menomonie and they celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary in April of 2012.
They owned and operated the Tramway Store (Larson’s Grocery) located at the
intersection of Highway 12 and 79, west of Menomonie.
George was a graduate of the Dunn County Agricultural School, Dunn County Normal
School, received a two year teaching certificate from the University of Wisconsin –
Madison, attended Stout Institute of Technology, and the Teacher’s College at Superior.
He also attended various summer school sessions at the University of Wisconsin – Eau
Claire and received his Bachelors of Science degree in education in 1960. He continued
to pursue his education and received a Master of Science in Guidance at the University of
Wisconsin – Stout in 1964.
George taught school at Elk Creek Lake, Amy School, Shell Lake, and South Range High
School in Superior. He taught school for 42 years, 29 of which were with schools in the
Menomonie School District. He was most remembered for his time as an educator and
mentor at Knapp School.
From the age of 15 through 43, George played baseball. He showed free movies in many
small towns, in the Menomonie area for many years. He was also a member of
Menomonie Moose Lodge 1584 and a longtime member of Christ Lutheran Church.
George loved his family and will be sadly missed.
George is survived by his children, Larry (Linda) Larson of Fort Walton Beach FL, Ronald

(Gloria) Larson of Menomonie WI, James (Pat) Larson of Fennimore WI; ten
grandchildren; sixteen great-grandchildren; as well as nieces, nephews, other relatives
and friends.
He was preceded in death by his wife of 75 years, Ellie Larson; his parents, Ole and Anna
Larson; two sisters and their husbands, Julia and Levi Teegarden and Viola and Frank
Stewart; eight brothers and their wives, Selmer and Ruby, Oscar and Irene, Carl, Boyd,
Andrew and Myrtle, Louis and Edith, William and Beverly and Roy and Margaret Larson.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, March 21, 2015 at Christ Lutheran
Church in Menomonie, with Pastor Geoff Scott and Pastor Mike Shay officiating. There will
be visitation at the church from 9:00 a.m. until the time of the service. Burial will be in
Tramway Cemetery in the Town of Menomonie, Dunn Co. WI.

Cemetery Details
Tramway Cemetery
Town of Menomonie, WI

Previous Events
Visitation
MAR 21. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)
Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street
Menomonie, WI 54751

Funeral Service
MAR 21. 11:00 AM (CT)
Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street
Menomonie, WI 54751

Tribute Wall

LS

George was a wonderful principal at East School. The other teachers and I would
often play jokes on him, but he didn't mind at all. When he was principal at both
East and Lucas, we teachers were supposed to read some pamphlet, think it was
Master Teacher, which was kind of a waste of time, so we'd put a note on them
saying "take to "Locust" and put them in his briefcase. We'd never see them
again. In his memory, I'm donating $10. to Stepping Stones. You have my love
and sympathy. Lois Sipple
Lois Sipple - March 21, 2015 at 10:59 AM

KA

Larry, Ron, Jim...I,am so sorry to hear of the loss of your
Dad. I remember your Dad fondly. He was such a kind,
warm man that always had a smile on his face. I remember
stopping at the Tramway store with my Dad, Landis
Mikesell and I was always able to get some penny candy!.
My sympathy to you and your families. You probably
remember me best by Susie Mikesell. I now go by Kathy Arneson.
Kathy(Susie Mikesell) Arneson - March 20, 2015 at 04:27 PM

DM

George was a great help to our son John when George was principal and 6th
grade teacher at East School in Menomonie - about 42 years ago. John says, "He
cared about the kids." (John lives in Chicago and has had a job at the Gypson
Co. doing computer programing for 25 years.) Ron was a good neighbor to us for
awhile when we lived at 515 15th St. God bless you all.
Dave & Julie McNaughton - March 19, 2015 at 07:23 PM

SU

Jim, Ron, Larry, and Families---It is with so much joy that I remember your dad!
He was always smiling and teasing all of us at the family get-togethers and
picnics. I can hear him even now! I remember the Tramway store, especially
when my dad and I were going to pick up Fritz from school. I was in such a hurry
that I shut the door on my own finger, cutting off the tip of it. So, we hurried to pick
up Fritz (who had no clue of what was happening), left Fritz with your folks at the
store, and went into Menomonie to get stitched up! Also remember the outdoor
movies and going up to your folks' place by the lake, as well as your dad's visits
to the farm and looking after the four of us. I also remember Laurel telling about
how she never got any breaks when Uncle George was her teacher! ....but I'm
sure he influenced a number of us to go into the teaching profession.
He was truly a wonderful person--and now he is with your mom! I remember him
saying that all of his brothers and his parents were looking down and asking,
"Wonder what ever happened to George?!" Now they are together again! I wish I
could be there to honor Uncle George on Saturday. With Love, Susan
Susan - March 19, 2015 at 10:34 AM

KA

Susan? Susan Larson??? Is that you, Where are you? Kathy(Susie Mikesell) Arneson
Kathy(Susie Mikesell) Arneson - March 20, 2015 at 04:30 PM

HG

Mr. Larson was my teacher for 5 years at Amy School at Elk Creek Lake.
I will always remember how when I broke my leg, about age 9, he kindly drove
me to the hospital in Eau Claire, meeting my parents there. I am 81 now, but will
always remember Mr. Larson.
Harriet Nordstrom Gilbertson - March 19, 2015 at 06:49 AM

LB

I remember Mr. Larson as my teacher and principal from East school. When I saw
his picture it made me smile and the memories it brought back and how very
special they will always be. So very sorry for your loss.
Laurie Brempell
Laurie Brempell - March 19, 2015 at 06:36 AM

KW

I remember going to his store on Hwy 79 with my dad (Ole Koolmo) getting ice
cream cones. Loved the out door movies also. Do I have this correct, George also
taugh Bible School at Tramway Church?
Karen Koolmo Wold - March 18, 2015 at 11:53 AM

BM

The Melrose family owes a lifetime of education and community interaction
thanks to Mr Larson. He is truly a cornerstone our town was built on. Blessings to
all who grieve. Shirley Melrose and her family.
Bruce M - March 16, 2015 at 09:24 PM

CP

George was my 6th grade teacher and principal at East Elementary School. I
always remember his love of baseball, as did his brothers. It was always a joy, to
play softball with George, during recess. He would pitch and get involved in the
games. Two activities I still remember, in his class. One was making a lamp from
scratch, out of a piece of a tree limb. The other, was showing how electricity could
pass through several students, holding hands, using a generator from an old
telephone. He always kept things interesting. I will always remember him. Curtis
Peil (MHS -Class of 1969)
Curtis Peil - March 16, 2015 at 07:06 PM

