Eugene F. Bilse
February 3, 1950 - May 5, 2019

Eugene “Gene” Bilse, age 69 of Ridgeland, WI passed away Sunday, May 5, 2019 at
MCHS-Barron surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on February 3, 1950 to Harvey and Dorothy (Sipple) Bilse in Rice Lake, WI.
He was baptized and confirmed at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Township
of Prairie Farm. Gene grew up in the Ridgeland area and graduated from Barron High
School.
On July 28, 1973 Gene married Joan Higbie and became an instant dad to three beautiful
girls, Tami, Tina and Tracie, who he adopted.
Gene was a dairy farmer for many years and later in life worked at the Ridgeland Farmers
Union. He was very active in the Ridgeland Community. Especially with his involvement
with the Ridgeland Fair. He announced for both the demolition derby’s and the parades for
the last 30 years. He was also very active in his church, being a Sunday School Teacher
for 17 years and serving on the church council for 8 years. Most importantly, Gene was
very involved with his children and grandchildren’s activities attending sporting events,
concerts and school functions.
Gene enjoyed many scooter rides and countryside travels with his wife; taking many trips
to Arizona and his latest trips to Alaska and Niagara Falls.
Gene is survived by his wife Joan of Ridgeland, three daughters Tami (Tim) Arnott of
Oshkosh, Tina (Todd) Berg of Oconomowoc, and Tracie (Rick) McSorley of Strum;
grandchildren Amber (Cher), James and Jessica Gallo, Alec, Jarek and Payton Berg,
Maiya, Cade, Kyle and Isabel McSorley; great grandchildren Alizay, Hennesey, Belle,
Anthony, Savannah and Brooklyn; brother Don (Carol) Bilse. He is further survived by
brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law, as well as many nieces, nephews, other relatives and
friends.

He was preceded in death by his parents Harvey and Dorothy, a sister Marlys and fatherin-law and mother-in-law John and Mary Higbie.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, May 11, 2019 at St. Paul’s
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the Town of Prairie Farm with Rev. Roger Quandt
officiating. Burial will take place in the church cemetery. There will be a visitation from 4:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Friday and also one hour prior to the service all at the church.
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Comments

“

Sad to learn Gene is gone. Reconnecting with Gene at our class reunion as well as
on Facebook reminded me what a good guy he was...and showed what a good man
he grew up to be.
Best wishes to his family.
Michael Snyder

Michael Snyder - May 11 at 01:32 PM

“

Our deepest condolences to your family. Gene was such an active member of this
community and the parades and tractor pulls will never be the same. He kind heart,
infectious laughter and huge laugh will be missed by so many. Prayers for healing
and peace to each of you. May he Rest In Peace in Gods arms.

Doug and Rita Shipley - May 09 at 07:29 PM

“

I wish that I could be there to celebrate EB's life. If there was ever a definition of a
great guy, he would be first on that list. My earliest memories of EB are when he
came down the street to babysit my Sis and I on Saturday nights. In our later years, I
wasn't able to see him much, but every time I did there were always the kind words
and reminiscence of days past. Lastly, I can never express the gratitude and respect
that I have for EB while my Old Man worked on his farm. He was, and always be
remembered as a great son, husband, father and friend. Rest well EB, you will never
be forgotten.
Brian Rose

Brian Rose - May 08 at 11:08 PM

“

Joan and all of Genes family and friends,
I'm so sorry to hear of Genes passing. From the time my sister Kay moved here,
Gene and Joan were the first of Curts family and friends that my girls and I met. They
were so welcoming. Each time I returned, Gene was usually the first person besides
Kay and Curt that I would see and always made a point to be there to wish me well
when I left.
Gene was proud of "his" girls and grandkids and was always proud to be next to
Joan. He did love his family. He was also proud of Ridgeland and its achievements.
He will be missed.

Sue Doerr and family

Sue Doerr - May 06 at 11:53 PM

“

Gene was always great to us on our yearly visits with family in Colfax. The perfect host and
kind to my family (Hugh and May Sanders when we weren't there. I do understand how
much you will all miss him. Sending hugs and prayers to you all.
Muriel Romick - May 10 at 12:03 AM

“

Was so sorry to hear that my old childhood buddy Gene passed away. Although I rarely got
to visit Ridgeland after moving to Colorado many years ago, I was always rewarded by his
infectious welcoming smile. Lots of fond memories from baseball and softball fields...
Bruce Luer - May 15 at 10:03 PM

