Edwin N. Blomgren
September 9, 1931 - April 11, 2021

Edwin Nathaniel Blomgren previous resident of Ellsworth, River Falls, and currently of
Menomonie, Wisconsin lost his brief but courageous struggle against brain cancer at the
age of 89 on Sunday, April 12, 2021. Sure and confident in his faith, Edwin is now in
heaven with his Savior, Jesus, and the other members of his family.
On September 9, 1931, Edwin Blomgren was born on his family’s dairy farm in rural
Ellsworth, Wisconsin where he lived and worked until the farm was sold in 1973. He then
moved to River Falls, followed by Colfax where he lived in the home of Claire and Erling
Braeten.
In 2000 the family of Ron and Missy Dahmer (Claire's daughter) started bringing Edwin
into their lives by providing respite care on alternate weekends.
After Erling Braeten passed in 2010, Ed needed a new full-time home. He was invited by
the Dahmer family to join them in Menomonie where he was lovingly grafted into their
family. “Uncle Ed” loved life, encouraging people in their faith, and participating in the dayto-day activities of the Dahmer family. He was an enthusiastic ambassador for Christ, as
well as for Immanuel Baptist Church, helping with outreach ministries to the community.
Indianhead Enterprises of Menomonie provided Ed with employment and opportunities to
participate in life enrichment activities. Ed had a sweet tooth and after work liked to stop at
Kwik Trip for a snack. As a young man living on the farm Edwin did not own a television;
but as a senior adult he became an ardent fan of the television show “Gunsmoke”.
Edwin’s maternal grandfather was Aaron Nelson, and paternal grandfather was Andrew J.
Blomgren. They were some of the original immigrant Swedish pioneer farmers of Pierce
County. In 1890 these two families and several others established what was then called
the Swedish Evangelical Mission Church of Pierce County. That congregation eventually
relocated the church to the city of Ellsworth and became what is now Zion Covenant. The
rural cemetery of the original Swedish Mission Church site is still owned and managed by

Zion Covenant, but the original building is gone.
The rural farm property where Edwin was born and lived is located about 1 mile directly
east of the original Mission Church site. When that property was still an active farm it’s
large white circular barn was a significant architectural landmark.
Edwin is survived by three close cousins with whom he grew up, including Marie Nyquist
(Dean) of Minneapolis, Leroy Nelson (Eloise) of Illinois, Ruth Knollmueller (Karl) of
Connecticut. He is also survived by two nieces and one nephew who live in Minnesota:
Judy Blomgren of Brooklyn Park, Janis Blomgren Aune (Mark) of Mendota Heights, Dale
Blomgren (Cynthia) of Eden Prairie.
He was preceded in death by his immediate family including: his parents, David and
Dagmar (Amy) Blomgren of Ellsworth, Wisconsin; brother Eldon Blomgren (Helen) of
Bloomington, Minnesota; and sister Marilyn [Blomgren] Trebus (Marvin) of Spring Valley,
Wisconsin.
Edwin’s family is appreciative of the loving care he received from the many hometown
heroes of Eau Claire, Elmwood, and Menomonie. With bravery and patience, you walked
with him and held his hand as he fought his battle with cancer. Thank you to the staff of
Indianhead Enterprises, Mayo Clinic Hospitals and Hospice Care, Inclusa, House Calls,
Heritage Nursing Home in Elmwood, and American Lutheran Home in Menomonie.
We also thank the Braeten/Dahmer families for providing Edwin with a safe and loving
home and including him in their daily lives.
Memorials in Edwin’s name should be directed to the memorial fund at Immanuel Baptist
Church in Menomonie. Arrangements are provided by Olson Funeral Home, Menomonie.
Funeral Services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Monday, April 19, 2021 at Immanuel Baptist
Church in Menomonie with Pastor Mitch Nelson officiating. Burial will take place at Zion
Covenant Cemetery, Township of Ellsworth, Pierce County. Visitation will be one hour prior
to the service at the church. Social distancing and face coverings recommended. For
those unable to attend the service will be live streamed to our Facebook page. Please visit
http://www.facebook.com/OlsonFunerals to view.
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Comments

“

Ed was a very nice man he worked with me at Indianhead enterprises and
sometimes I would visit with him on break he always had a smile on his face and
loved to talk about anything and everything I will miss him so much I'm glad he got to
come into work and talk things out he always knew just how to make you smile when
you needed too he was such and easy-going friend I will miss him I want to thank the
people for letting him go to work and see each of us because ED made our lives
easy and we will miss him but I know he will be watching over all of us until we meet
again

Paula - April 16 at 01:11 PM

“

Ed was a special friend and our daily mail delivery person at the Rec Dept. Such a
kind man~ May you rest in peace Ed

Julie Stratton - April 15 at 10:44 PM

“

Sorry to read of Ed's passing. It was always a joy for him to come to the ADS program. We
will miss you Ed.
Mary VanNorman - April 16 at 03:51 PM

“

Ed was a very special friend of the Senior Center. He was such a gentle soul. He will
be missed.

Lynda Cran - April 15 at 02:59 PM

