Edward R. Ristow Jr.
June 14, 1937 - September 13, 2018

Edward R. Ristow, age 81, of Menomonie, WI lost his battle with Alzheimer’s disease
surrounded by the love of his family on Thursday, September 13, 2018.
He was born June 14, 1937 in Nekoosa, WI to Edward Ristow, Sr. and Ruth (Dunham). He
grew up in Wisconsin Rapids and graduated from Lincoln High School in 1955. Upon
graduation, Ed entered the United States Army and spent time in Korea on the 38th
Parallel. In 1957, he was honorably discharged and headed to college – first at UWStevens Point where he played basketball, then transferring to UW-La Crosse. Ed
graduated from UW-La Crosse in 1962 with a degree in Physical Education.
Ed married the love of his life, Judith Smith, on April 19, 1962 at United Methodist Church
in La Crosse, WI. Together they moved to Milwaukee to pursue their teaching careers. Ed
was a teacher and baseball, basketball and track coach at Riverside High School in
Milwaukee from 1962-1968 before taking a head basketball coaching and teaching
position in Marshfield, WI. Ed and Judy left Marshfield in 1976 and headed to Eau Claire,
WI where Ed became the head principal at Altoona High School. Ed remained the head
principal in Altoona until his retirement in 1992. Ed and Judy then moved to Tainter Lake in
Menomonie, WI where he spent his time fishing, hunting, golfing, shooting pool and
enjoying the good life. Ed spent his winters at his home in Sarasota, Florida enjoying the
sunshine, and entertaining friends and family around the pool with his many stories and
crazy jokes!
Ed is survived by:
His wife of 56 years, Judith of Menomonie
Two daughters and one son:
Carrie (Ken) Meyer of Minnetonka, MN
Jill (Nick) Hughes of Wauwatosa, WI
Ross (Katherine) Ristow of Kiel, WI
His sister, Charmaine (Ben) Ristow-Hitzemann, of Verona, WI
His sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Merry and Pat Deming, of De Pere, WI

His sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Sarah and Bill Coleman, of La Crosse, WI
Ed will be forever remembered by his six grandchildren - Kristen Hathaway, Mara
Hathaway, Ethan Hughes, Lauren Hughes, Eddie Ristow, Claire Ristow and two stepgrandchildren, Marie Meyer and Christian Meyer. Nieces, nephews, extended family and
dear friends as well as the hundreds of students he taught and coached over the years will
also fondly remember Ed. A special thank you to the people at Comforts of Home in
Menomonie for becoming Ed’s second family and for their loving care and support during
his final days.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Edward Sr. and Ruth.
Memorial service will be held at Christ Lutheran Church in Menomonie on Saturday,
September 29. Visitation from 10-11, service at 11:00 with Pastor Randy Skow-Anderson
officiating. Military honors will be conducted by Menomonie Veterans Honor Guard.
Following the service, family and friends are invited to Stout Ale House, 1501 North
Broadway, Menomonie, for snacks, drinks, and the opportunity to share memories and
stories about Ed! Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association or
charity of choice.
We are comforted knowing that Ed Ristow knows who Ed Ristow is again.
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10:00AM - 11:00AM

Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751
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Memorial Service

11:00AM

Christ Lutheran Church
1306 Wilcox Street, Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

Jill and family:
We were sorry to learn of the death of your father. If a man is judged by the daughter
he raised, this was an Ed was an awesome dad. May your memories comfort you.
With our sincere sympathy,
Bob L and Maxine Miller

Bob L and Maxine Miller - September 29, 2018 at 04:54 AM

“

Dear Jill, I was so sorry to read about the passing of your Dad. I'm sure it is a difficult
time for all of your family. Unfortunately, we have a wedding on Sat so will not be
available to attend your Dad's service. I really enjoyed teaching with you at Fall
Creek & it would have been great to see you again. My sincere sympathy to you and
your entire family.
Take care,
Lynn Gunderson

lynn gunderson - September 25, 2018 at 07:54 PM

“

We are so sorry to read about the loss of your dear loved one. No doubt fond
memories of Ed give a measure of comfort, but why do we have to experience such
lingering grief? Many have found the answer at jw .org. At the top right of the page
type in search: “Why do people die?” After reading this, next type in “What happens
after death?” We hope that these realistic and comforting answers are a real source
of encouragement to you during such a painful time in your life.

Sosa Family - September 25, 2018 at 02:50 PM

“

Dear Judy and Family - my sincerest sympathy as you mourn Ed's passing yet
celebrate his life. From Driver's Ed to basketball games & tournaments, Coach
Ristow was truly a guiding influence for many of us who were is students.
You both brought a passion for knowledge, compassion for your students and
respect as we grew into young adults on the threshold of our lives. This inspired me
to teach early on in my career.
May the warmth of the many memories and compassion of all who knew Coach bring
you peace and comfort at this time.
With kindest regard - Maren (Rupel) Trader

MAREN TRADER - September 22, 2018 at 03:26 PM

“

We are sorry for your loss! Ed was such a nice man, and always had a fun story to
tell. Our prayers and sympathies go out to you all.
John and Allison Fritz

John and Allison Fritz - September 21, 2018 at 04:43 PM

“

Our hearts & prayers go out to Judy & all of the Ristow family. We cherished the
opportunity to have attended the 1973-74 basketball team reunion (Marshfield High
School) a few years ago at Menomonie (thanks to Kevin Flanagan & others for
getting us all together). It was so good to see Coach...he was a special man, teacher
& coach whose heart extended well beyond the basketball court, classroom & school
walls. I grew up in a family without a lot of money & only had a cheap pair of shoes
for basketball with virtually no grip. Coach approached me after practice one day &
gave me a new pair of Basketball shoes...just asked me to return them at the end of
the season, but when I took the shoes back as he requested, he said to keep 'em.
Coach, you already had your wings in the 70's! Our deepest sympathies, Steve (&
Marilyn) Vanderwyst

Steve & Marilyn Vanderwyst - September 20, 2018 at 09:31 PM

“

Mr. Ristow was a true educator and cared about the students. You will always be
remembered at a good principal! My prayers to your family.

John Mago - September 20, 2018 at 08:42 PM

“

He was the greatest principal a kid could ask for. He was one of the major reasons I
am an Altoona high graduate. VIA CON DIOS Mr. Ristow.

Mike Mago - September 20, 2018 at 07:56 PM

“

I am very sorry for your loss, Mr. Ristow was my favorite principal, he was always fun
to be around and joke with.

Lisa Berry - September 20, 2018 at 07:23 PM

“

Ed was a fabulously funny and kind cousin. Remember many great times at family
reunions and when he and friends visited Rhinelander. He was always very kind to
my parents and good about visiting them when he was in the area. He will be
missed.

Terry Trantow Rupple - September 20, 2018 at 05:46 PM

“

My sincere condolences to the Ristow family. I knew Ed in and out of his office at
Altoona. He was always very fair. He was one professional that knew everyone by
name. Years have gone by, but I always remember him. That's the influence he had
on us.

Steven Ludwigson - September 20, 2018 at 01:32 PM

“

When all of us cousins were young we would frequently get together at Grandma
Dunham's house. I have great memories of Ed being there with Sue and kay and I
and playing together. He was always a joker and gave us something to laugh about.
One time he pretended to be a doctor and pretended to do surgery and then sew us
up with a sewing machine, which I found hilarious. He used to sing a song to me
which he paraphrased as, "I'll be down to get you in a taxi Jaxi. Only you older
people will remember the old song, "I'll be down to get you in a taxi, honey better be
ready at half past eight, don't be late. " etc I remember Ed fondly as a friend, a
cousin, a humorist and an all around nice guy. Jackie Beck Coniglio

JACQUALYN ANN BECK CONIGLIO - September 20, 2018 at 12:44 PM

“

This is very sad news. He was the most caring funny man I had the honor of
knowing. He was my principle for 4 years, and he always made me feel respected.
He always had a smile on his face. Mr. Bristow you will be missed by many! Prayers
to your family in their time of sorrow. Forever your student Lovina (Buffy) (Bremer)
Barr.

Buffy Kabukijo - September 20, 2018 at 12:28 PM

“

Mohr Family lit a candle in memory of Edward R. Ristow Jr.

Mohr Family - September 20, 2018 at 11:32 AM

“

A great guy and always fun to be around...he will be missed. Our love and prayers to
Judy and her family. Tom & Bonnie Hendricks

Tom & Bonnie Hendricks - September 20, 2018 at 09:41 AM

“

Mr. Ristow was one in a million! He was a terrific principal and a fantastic human
being! Fly high Mr. Ristow!

Tara Sorenson - September 20, 2018 at 07:23 AM

