Dwain P. Mintz
March 1, 1928 - October 11, 2018

Dwain Paul Mintz, 90, went to his heavenly home Thursday, October 11, 2018 and is now
face to face with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Dwain was born March 1, 1928 in Racine, WI. He was preceded in death by his loving
wife Ruth, parents, Paul and Esther Mintz of Rockford, IL., and in-laws, Ole and Rachel
Anderson of New Hampton, IA.
Dwain is survived by his four children, Gary (Nancy) Mintz of Glendive, MT, Lyn (Mike)
Kraft of Menomonie, Joleen (Craig) Smith of Winona, MN, and Kimberly (Joe) Beaudry of
Hudson, WI. He is also survived by ten grandchildren, Shannon, Marte, Heidi, Cole,
KellyJo, Cory, Jill, Andrea, Becky and Haley and twenty-four great grandchildren. Dwain
has one surviving brother, Verlin (Mars) Mintz of Bullhead City, AZ.
Dwain was baptized in 1928 at Trinity Lutheran Church in Racine, WI and confirmed in
1942 at St. Paul's Evangelical Church in Rockford, IL. He attended Rockford West High
School and graduated from Bethany Lutheran High School in Mankato, MN. Dwain earned
a Bachelor's and a Master's degree from Mankato State University, and a Ph.D. from Utah
State University.
He attended Bethany Lutheran College from 1946-48 where he was an outstanding
athlete. Dwain signed a professional baseball contract with the Cardinals and played in
the 1947 season with their farm club. He also played in the Dodger organization before
returning to Bethany in 1952 as the Vikings baseball and basketball coach.
Dwain married the love of his life, Ruth, December 23, 1950. They resided in Mankato,
MN where he was a teacher and coached basketball and baseball at Bethany Lutheran
College. In 1962 the Mintz family moved to Menomonie, WI where he continued his career
as an educator and coach for 27 years. His athletic teams would go on to achieve high
levels of success.

After retirement, Ruth and Dwain were snowbirds in Ocala, FL where they enjoyed golf,
dancing, and spending time with friends. Throughout their lives they found much comfort
in their church fellowship and felt the Lord's blessings in their lives.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 AM Wednesday, October 17 at St. Paul's
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Menomonie with Pastor Brett Voigt officiating. Visitation
will be from 9:00 – 11:00 prior to the service. Burial will be in St. Paul's Lutheran
Cemetery. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.
Memorials are suggested to St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church (1100 9th Street,
Menomonie, WI 54751) or WELS Christian Aid and Relief or WELS Special Ministry.
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Comments

“

Coach Mintz was a heavy influence on me during my childhood in Menomonie. I had
the privilege of being team ball boy in the early 70's and remember the days when
getting into Johnson Fieldhouse for a Blue Devil basketball game were near
impossible.
Standing room only. In my later years I went on Canadian fishing trips with him, my
father, his son Gary and son in law Craig. The experiences were life changing and
most memorable. He could find his way through the dense wilderness to find fishing
hot spots on lakes that didn't appear on any maps. I later played four years for him.
He was an icon in the coaching world during his day. A basketball pioneer.
RIP coach and Mrs Mintz.
All our Best,
Dave Buelow and the entire Buelow family.

dave buelow - October 18, 2018 at 03:38 PM

“

I played for Dwain in both basketball and baseball for the 1960-61 school year at
BLC. But got to know him well before that during my high school years at BLHS. And
we had a common friend in Joe Erickson of Princeton, Minn., where I live. They were
at Bethany together, played together, and knew each other pretty well, they both told
me.
When I was in high school and he was playing in the Southern Minny for the Mankato
team, on occasion he would have me pitch to him for batting practice at the old
Bethany field, the on without fences in center and right. He would tell me throw
whatever pitch I wanted to so that it would be like a game. A couple times when I
threw knuckleballs he said, "Don't throw that pitch." And we would laugh.
Saw him a few times through the years. One memorable one was the night when
Bruno was honored at a BLC game and he, Bruno and Ron Younge were there. And
there was the Hall of fame nigh recently when the 1962 team was honored. We
talked quite a bit that night and it was enjoyable, except when he asked why I had
gotten heavier.
I have had a busy fall following grandchildren around in their various athletic
endeavors (high school and college) and, unbelievably, had made myself a promise
to get to Menomonie a couple weeks from now. Now, of course, I wish I had done it
this summer before the busy fall began.
He was light years ahead of his contemporaries when coaching basketball at
Bethany. I thought in high school, where my coach was Cal Minke, and thought it
even more when I played for him in the 1960-61 season. And we had some good
talks about baseball, him once making a comment to the Free Press in Mankato
about home run I had that he said went 400 feet or more - that was back in the days
when it wasn't a big deal to estimate how far a ball had been hit.
He was a true pioneer at BLC - put the school on the map in basketball.

Luther Dorr - October 16, 2018 at 11:29 AM

“

I had great respect for coach Mintz. Our basketball teams unified the campus. The
1974-75 team was magic. After we won the conference the players, coaches,
managers and trainers all got thrown in the swimming pool. Coach Mintz, fully
clothed went of the three meter diving board.

Scott R. Cabot
scott csbot - October 15, 2018 at 02:23 PM

“

Lyn and family: I didn't know your dad very well, but know everyone he did know had
only good things to say of him. He always had that wonderful smile (well, maybe not
when the team was having some problems on the court!) He will be missed by all
and left behind wonderful memories for your family. Knowing Lyn through the years
makes me know he was a wonderful father. You have my deepest sympathies.
Marlene Wieman Backhaus

Marlene Backhaus - October 15, 2018 at 12:28 PM

“

On behalf of Dwain's former teammates with the Carthage Cardinals and Ponca City
Dodgers I express condolences on their behalf as well as my own as the historian of
the KOM league. I enjoyed my contact with Dwain over the years of writing the
history of the league.

John Hall - October 15, 2018 at 12:16 PM

“

So sad to hear of Coach’s passing. He had a big influence on my life and I carry the
lessons I learned from him to this day. He was a class man and was always caring
for others. Rest In Peace Coach Mintz.
Mike Devney

Mike Devney - October 14, 2018 at 08:40 PM

“

I played basketball for coach Mintz two different times....right out of high school and
again when I got out of the Army when I was the 'old guy' on his team.
I give Coach Mintz credit for getting me back into college after my Army tour. I was
playing golf on a course in Mkto when he somehow found that out and came out to
the course and convinced me to come back to Bethany and play ball again for him.
Because of that, I finished my college years with a Masters in Education.
Duane Mintz was one of the good guys.

Dennis litfin - October 14, 2018 at 07:11 PM

“

I was honored to have worked with Dewey for a few years as a coach and played
against his teams when I was at Eau Claire and I can truly say I cannot think of a
more honorable person. What a ;privilege to have known him for over forty years. He
was a great coach but and even better man.
He will live on forever in the lives of his family, former players, and many friends.
God speed.
Stan Johnson

Stan Johnson - October 14, 2018 at 06:40 PM

“

To the Mintz Family,
My sincerest and most heartfelt sympathy on the passing of your father. I'm sure it's
comforting to know that your parents are back together again, furthering a wonderful
life together. Our families share similar memories as they relate to our fathers
successful coaching and teaching careers at UW-Stout. Coach Mintz was a pillar in
the development and leadership of outstanding basketball squads at Stout during his
tenure. I think it's fitting to say that Dewey was a major factor in what were the glory
days in Stout athletics! His was a life well lived both on and off the court.
Respectfully,
Eric Pierce
Stout class of '87

Eric Pierce - October 14, 2018 at 11:46 AM

“

Made such a positive impact on the Blue Devils student athletics.Thanks for all the
great memories.Great man with a heart warming smile.Ken Ash

Ken Ash - October 14, 2018 at 09:56 AM

“

Lynn and family-- so sorry for your loss. We know your dad was a legend at Stout.
Our deepest sympathies--Dave and Mary Olson

mary olson - October 13, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to the family. He was Coach Mintz to me when I played
basketball at Bethany and I have many good memories of him. He knew how to get
the best out of his team members and he led us to many victories. I share your loss.
Sincerely, Jan Dobbins

Jan Dobbins - October 13, 2018 at 09:59 AM

