Donald L. Holden
April 19, 1945 - September 16, 2019

Donald L. Holden passed away in his home on Monday, Sept. 16th in Menomonie. At his
side were his loving wife of over 50 years, Connie (Whiteside) and their children.
He was born April 19, 1945, to Roy and Mildred (Sproatt) Holden. Don was one of five
children and grew up in the Menomonie area, attending Menomonie High School after
which he joined the army.
Don married Connie Whiteside on April 24, 1965, in Menomonie. They had four children.
Hunting was a passion of Don’s. He spent many seasons out observing elk in Colorado.
He also enjoyed fishing, being Mr. Fix-it, and baking. He spent many hours baking and
decorating cookies, whipping up fudge and making rosettes.
Don is survived by his wife Connie; his children: Michael (Pat) Holden of Colfax, Mark
(Janel) Holden of Edina, MN and LeAnne Holden of Menomonie; his grandchildren:
Christine, Davide, Mack, Kelsey (Nate), Crystal (Bruce), Alex, Jenna, Dylan, and Parker;
his great-grandchildren: Elaura, Brian, Dante, and Inez. He is also survived by his siblings:
Stanley (Vicki) Holden of Elk Mound, Karen Shaver of Waller, Texas, Judith Yaeger, of
Menomonie/Augusta, and Jean (Richard) Stell of Spring, Texas; in-laws: Roylene (Craig)
Garrett of Madison, Ruthann (Joe) Tarbox, Dave Schmitt and lots of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents, his son Luke, his brothers-in-law Clarence and
Harold, his sisters-in-law, Betty, Ann and Susie and a nephew Jeremy.
A Memorial Service will be held at 11:00 a.m. Friday, Sept. 20, 2019 at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Menomonie, WI with Father John Mano officiating. There will be
visitation from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Thursday at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie and at
the church one hour prior to the service on Friday. Burial will be in Christ Lutheran
Halvorson Cemetery in Menomonie with military honors by Menomonie Veterans Honor
Guard.
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Comments

“

Lea brought me home in middle school, and I became one of your extra kids. You
taught me Dad-things, like how to play with fireworks responsibly, when my dad
wasn't around to do it. You were patient with 'both' your daughters when we stayed
up giggling until the small hours in summer, and even when you got mad you didn't
hold it against us.
When I was a kid, you and your buddy Gene used to sit at the kitchen counter and
chat all evening. I imagine that's what you are doing now: sitting with Gene, catching
up in the kitchen after a long time apart, toying with gunpowder in the ashtray and
chuckling over stories from your days in the military.
I'm sorry I couldn't visit to say goodbye. I'm sorry I couldn't say thank you to your
face.

Tess - September 21, 2019 at 08:41 AM

“

My husband Guy and I were Don and family's next door neighbors, if you had asked
Don it was for far to long. I fell in love with this family right off the bat. Guy and I tend
to not be extremely social people, but I had just taken a transfer with my company
and invited my new co-workers over for a BBQ. We just started making our plates
when I noticed who I now know as Don and LeAnne walking across the yard. He
walked right up and set a large bottle of Pepto bismol down on the table, and said
loudly he heard he would need it after he ate my cooking. It was one of best lines I
had ever, and boldest move anyone had ever pulled on me. Of course Guy and the
party goers were in stitches, as was I. Connie turned out to be the best friend I
needed. We had coffee at least once a day if not every day. I can't begin to tell you
how often you are all in my thoughts, and how much you are missed. You are always
in my prayers.

Margaret Anderson - September 19, 2019 at 12:19 PM

“

Kathleen D. Berger lit a candle in memory of Donald L. Holden

Kathleen D. Berger - September 17, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

don was a great guy and neighbor-we plowed a lot of snow together and and
tinkered with a lot of things-sure going to miss him-he was as handy as a pocket in a
shirt-dennis repaal

dennis repaal - September 17, 2019 at 02:41 PM

“

Don was our next door neighbor for the last eight years. But he really was much
more than that to Penny and I. We both knew we were in for a serious dose of the
chuckles anytime we spoke with him. His wit and sarcasm was an expected
occurrence if we spent a bit of time together. He truly was as gifted a person as I
have know when it came to fixing things or coming up with unique solutions to
problems. He freely and openingly shared his knowledge with me (and I believe I
secretly made him laugh for being so unhandy myself). He was always willing to help
people out if they needed a hand. Many of the driveways around here owe their
winter use to Don and his beloved four wheeler. Don could do just about anything
and he kept himself busy doing things for others. He was a shining example of just a
really good person. Connie and his family lost an awfully special person but the world
is a better place for his having been here. Goodbye friend. Bob and Penny Mishacoff

Bob Mishacoff - September 17, 2019 at 02:17 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to the family that was so special to Don. I have known Don
since early High School days (9th grade I believe). We joined the Army together, had
a lot o crazy fun together (some highlights: driving a car back from Eau Claire in
REVERSE on old highway 12, digging out Connie Ann from a snowed-in driveway
(the car not Connie the person) LOL. The time spent in Basic Training, but the
biggest thing he did for me was to introduce me to my wife of 54 years Janet Onstad
Connie's next-door neighbor. I am truly sorry that we lost touch for over 50 years. We
were able to reconnect a couple of years ago which I will hold in my heart forever. I
do remember Stan and Karen. I never got a chance to meet the younger siblings.
Connie, my heart goes out to you and your family. We were back there in July but it
was due to a medically terminal diagnosis for one of Janet's sisters. We are thinking
of going back there next September. I hope we can get together.

Jerry Frasl - September 17, 2019 at 01:04 AM

“

Really a good man and fellow worker at 3M. Prayers to the family.

Diane Gerth - September 16, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Oh Connie and family--- so sorry to hear of Don's passing!! He fought a good fight,
and I expected nothing less from him. He was one of my all time favorite co workers
at 3M. We became good friends way back in the BMF days and never stopped. He
always had a smile, a good story, or excellent advice on how to fix or create
something. He also was a TEASE and loved to scare the begeebees out of me by
sneaking up on me! I will treasure my memories of him. My deepest sympathy and
love to all of you. Lynda Thibado

Lynda Thibado - September 16, 2019 at 05:23 PM

“

Charlie and I are so sorry to hear of your loss. Great guy, always helpful and such a
character! Thoughts and prayers for your family at this difficult time.
Patti Sobottka - September 18, 2019 at 09:09 PM

