Donald E. Bressler
August 11, 1940 - August 5, 2020

Donald E Bressler, 79, passed away peacefully early Wednesday morning, August 5,
2020, at Comforts of Home in River Falls, Wisconsin.
Donald was born on August 11, 1940 to Elmer and Frances (Graske) Bressler in
Menomonie, Wisconsin. He attended Menomonie schools and graduated from MHS in
1958. Don then went on to further his education at several other institutions.
Don spent his entire career of 40 plus years in education at the technical college level,
most of it in administration. He served at technical colleges in Rice Lake and Green Bay in
Wisconsin and in Spokane and Renton in Washington state. His last position before
retirement was as president of Renton Technical College. He was also very active in
community service organizations throughout his lifetime. Don was an avid Packer fan and
built a large model railroad collection. His family and friends will remember his spacious
model train layout complete with hand painted scenery.
Don is survived by his children, Dana (Teresa) Bressler, Diane (Jim) Cortner, and Kevin
Bressler; grandchildren, Kristen Bressler, Chelsea Bressler, Joey Cortner, and Matthew
Cortner; sister, Jean (Phil) Close; brother, Jerry (Carol) Bressler; former wife, Sharon
Bressler; and nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.
Don was preceded in death by his parents, his wife, Susan Caprez Bressler in 2017, and
dogs, Fred, Sam, and Maggie.
The family would like to thank the staff members of Comforts of Home in Menomonie and
River Falls and St Croix Hospice for their excellent care of Don over the past 3-1/2 years.
We truly appreciate all you have done.
In lieu of flowers, please send remembrances of Don to Comforts of Home or St Croix
Hospice.

Due to Covid-19 concerns a private graveside service will be held for Don at Peace
Lutheran Cemetery in Menomonie on Friday, August 14, 2020. It will be streamed to Olson
Funeral Home’s Facebook page.

Cemetery
Peace Lutheran Cemetery
Town of Menomonie Dunn County
Menomonie, WI, 54751

Comments

“

I graduated with Don so sorry to hear of another classmate gone to soon.
Hugs and prayers to the whole family.

Clarice & Bill Simmons - August 16, 2020 at 11:23 AM

“

I have many fond memories of Don at the monthly community and technical college
presidents' meetings in Washington State. He was always supportive and respectful
of his 37 fellow presidents and an avid cheerleader for his "family" at Renton Tech.
My heartfelt sympathies and prayers go out to his family and friends. He touched the
lives of many students.
Linda Kaminski, President of Yakima Valley College

Linda Kaminski - August 11, 2020 at 08:25 PM

“

His friends from the Rotary Club of Renton Washington are sad to hear the news of
Don.
It was my pleasure to have know him in service to the Renton community. Don
always had a smile on his face and an upbeat attitude. It was also our privilege to get
to witness and play with his model railroad trains.
Thank you Don for all the good you brought to so many lives.
Mike and Valerie O'Halloran

michael ohalloran - August 11, 2020 at 08:15 PM

“

Very sorry to hear of Don's passing. Probably only Jerry, Jean, and possibly Sharon
will remember me from the Tainter days. I ran into Jean a couple times in the past at
funerals, but have lost total track of Jerry, my boating, water-skiing, badminton, and
pretty much everything else summer lake buddy. Hey Jerry, not sure if this message
will lead to allowing me to leave my email, but if so, please send an email.
God Bless all you Folks ...

Jim Kiser - August 10, 2020 at 04:40 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Donald's passing. I graduated with him, from MHS in '58. Also
worked with Don at the Ben Franklin Store, on Main Street, in Menomonie. We had
some good times while working there. A long time ago. My deepest sympathy to his
family.
Chris Knospe

Chris Knospe - August 09, 2020 at 07:51 PM

