Delmar T. Vollrath
November 2, 1942 - January 25, 2021

Del Vollrath, age 78, of Menomonie passed away Monday, January 25, 2021 after a short
stay at “The Neighbors” of Dunn County.
He was born November 2, 1942 in Kankakee, IL to Delmar E. Vollrath and Phyllis (Noble).
He grew up in Monee, IL and graduated from Crete-Monee High School in 1960. He
attended the University of Eastern Illinois where he was a member of Alpha Kappa
Lambda fraternity, and graduated with a Master’s degree in music education in 1965.
While attending university, Del married his high school sweetheart Mildred (Mickey) Usrey.
They began a family that included two children. Upon graduation, Del and his family
moved to Beecher, IL where Del taught at the local high school. Del also taught at Thorton
Fractional North High School in Calumet City, IL.
Del moved his family to Menomonie, WI in August of 1971 where he was a music
instructor within the Menomonie School District until his retirement in 1998. Del was a
marching band enthusiast and while high school band director, he took the marching band
to a marching band competition in Rapid City, South Dakota. Del began the elementary
band program within the Menomonie School District in the 1972-73 school year.
Del was a former member of the Moose Club and Dunn County Fish and Game Club. He
was an outdoor and shooting enthusiast who really enjoyed his time fishing, hunting, and
camping.
In 2005, Del lost his high school sweetheart, and wife, Mickey, to pancreatic cancer.
Shortly thereafter, he met his special friend and partner to the end, Beth Jacobs. Del and
Beth were able to take several trips together to various parts of the country. He really
enjoyed that.
Del is survived by: Beth, a son Mike (Linda) of North Freedom, WI, and a daughter,
Michelle (Bronwyn) of Madison, WI. He is also survived by cousins, nieces, and nephews,

and friends. He was preceded in death by his wife Mickey, parents Delmar and Phyllis,
and his sister, Taye.
A small private family burial will take place later this year at Cedar Falls Cemetery. Olson
Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.

Cemetery
Cedar Falls Cemetery
N6801 579th St.
Menomonie, WI, 54751

Comments

“

Del was a man I very much enjoyed knowing. Being able to be a part of his life for
these many years was an honor. We had many deep conversations and I loved his
wry smile. He knew himself- and accepted himself. I especially admired how he
fought his last great battle. I count him as a good friend. Besides all that, he put up
with our 3 kids in his band.
Jim Walker

Jim Walker - February 04 at 09:05 PM

“

Kathy Schulz lit a candle in memory of Delmar T. Vollrath

Kathy Schulz - February 03 at 04:27 PM

“

A wonderful teacher, mentor, and even friend, who sincerely helped me after the
sudden death of my father sophmore year of High School. I was on that trip to Rapid
City South Dakota, and still have fond memories of the competition, bus trip, and
memories made with my fellow bandmates. Mr. Vollrath knew I was interested in
music education, and allowed me to direct the pep band during basketball halftimes.
He had a great sense of humor, but still wanted our band to be the best it could be.
He also gave me the opportunity to pick up the sax, and join the stage band, while
typically playing flute. My deepest sympathy to Mike and Michelle, who I remember
as little kids when your Dad first became our band director. Know that your father
was well respected and loved by many of his students.

Kathy Schulz - February 03 at 04:26 PM

“

I have so many fond memories of Mr. Vollrath when I was in band-he was a great
instructor and mentor! I so enjoyed him and because of him-band was a big part of
my life! My deepest sympathies to your family....he is someone I have always
remembered and have had such wonderful memories of.
Laurie Schultz Weisser

Laurie Schultz Weisser - January 30 at 12:53 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I first knew Del as my music teacher in 6th grade, then as
my best friend’s father. Later he worked for my father. He was a patient teacher , (
especially with my inability to learn trombone), had a great sense of humor and loved
his family dearly.

Jill Holzer - January 30 at 10:33 AM

“

Jody Schutts lit a candle in memory of Delmar T. Vollrath

Jody Schutts - January 30 at 08:38 AM

