Daryl "Corky" Spagnoletti
March 23, 1939 - March 26, 2018

Daryl “Corky” Spagnoletti, age 79, of Menomonie, WI passed away peacefully at his home
on Monday, March 26, 2018.
He was born March 23, 1939 in Eau Claire, WI to Don J. and Donna (Cartwright)
Spagnoletti. He was raised in Elk Mound, WI and graduated from Elk Mound High School
in 1957. While attending school, Corky won many awards in sports and also served as
class president. During this time, he also met the love of his life, Barbara Scritsmier and
they were married Oct. 17, 1959 in Elk Mound. They celebrated their 58th anniversary last
Oct. Two sons were born to this union.
Corky attended UW Eau Claire and worked at Peters Meats in Eau Claire. At the age of
21 he was appointed Chief of Police in Elk Mound and served as a volunteer for the Elk
Mound Fire Dept. He was appointed Undersheriff for Dunn County before being elected
and serving as Dunn County Sheriff from 1969 to 1982. In 1965 Corky organized a
reserve force for the Dunn County Sheriff’s Dept. He completed several FBI sponsored
courses and state police courses and graduated from the FBI Academy at Quantico, VA.
He was past president of the Northwest Wisconsin Peace Officers Assoc. and was a
lifetime member and president in 1977of the Wisconsin Sheriffs and Deputies Assoc.
After his career in law enforcement, Corky drove semi for Dart Corporation and then for
Wal-Mart Transit in Menomonie, retiring in 2014 after 20 years of service. He won many
safe driving awards from both Dart and Wal-Mart having driven over a million miles.
Corky was very active in the community. He was past president of the Menomonie Lions
and JayCees and was a Master Mason and Past Master of Lodge 164 in Menomonie. He
earned his 32 Degree Scottish Right and served as a Shriner in the Eau Claire Mehara
Shrine Club where he was involved with the Funsters and paraded with the Shrine Clown
Club for many years. Corky was also a faithful Packer and Badger fan.
Corky was well known to many. His smile and jovial manner put people at ease while his

energy and enthusiasm got things done. He loved his family, going to their cabin at
Barnes, WI, playing his Stumpf Fiddle (his greatest passion), Polka music and dancing the
Polka. He will be sadly missed.
Corky is survived by his wife, Barbara; two sons, Timothy (Diane Schamens) Spagnoletti
and Anton ”Tony” (Allison) Spagnoletti; four grandchildren, Kyle (Kayla Falk), Jenna (Mike
Kendzierski), Madison (Greg Macky) and Mallory; his mother Donna Spagnoletti; brothers,
Gari (Judi), Jim (Beverly), Tom (Joan); half brother Ron (Marilyn) Smith; sisters, Diane
(David) Hennig and Mary T. Schoeneberg; as well as several nieces and nephews and
other relatives and friends. He is also survived by sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law, Carol
Schwebach, Dave and Sandy Scritsmier, Ron Scritsmier and their families.
He was preceded in death by his father Don J. Spagnoletti; brother-in-law William
Schoeneberg; grandparents, Archie and Mary Cartwright, Anton Spagnoletti and
Tomasina Cirocco; father-in-law Perry Scritsmier and mother-in-law Helen Scritsmier.
The family would like to thank Dr. Thirumalai, Mayo Hospice, the Menomonie Fire Dept
(ambulance crew), the wonderful emergency room doctors and nurses and the special
nurse that took such good care of Corky each time he was in the hospital. Also thank you
to the Visiting Angels (Haleigh) that came to help us at home, neighbors, Mike and Tracy
Sabelko, and Dick Olson for picking Corky up every morning for coffee with the gang at
Burger King.
Memorial Services will be held at 2:00 p.m. Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Olson Funeral Home
in Menomonie with Rev. Allen Christensen (from Trinity United Methodist Church in Elk
Mound) officiating. There will be visitation from 12:00 (noon) until the time of the service
on Saturday at the funeral home. Masonic Services will be conducted by Menomonie
Lodge 164. Following the service there will be a lunch at the funeral home. Burial will be in
Waneka Cemetery in the Town of Spring Brook, Dunn Co. WI at a later date.
Memorials are suggested to Stepping Stones, Dunn County Humane Society, Menomonie
United Methodist Church or Trinity United Methodist Church in Elk Mound.
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Comments

“

Many of my childhood memories were made with Corky. We built shelters and
camped out on the Mound Hill, swam in Elk Creek with Uncle Marv, “borrowed”row
boats at night on Elk Lake,(we did return them), worked on the farms together and
shared ideas of how we could “prank” Friends & family. While I have lost a cousin
that was a big part of my early life I thank God that he blessed me with Cork. One
summer Caroline were blessed with time spent in Barnes with Barb & Cork.
Everyone in the area knew Cork. He had a friendly and outgoing personality that
garnered him many friends. It is “end of shift” for Dunn Counties ex-sheriff. You were
a big part of my life. God speed and I know the Lord has requested that you play the
“stomper” in His heavenly ensemble.
Love “ya” Cork!
Doog & Caroline

Dennis Bradshaw - April 11, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

Officer Spagnoletti, one of my Pops best friends.. we had such fun.. the fair grounds
out at the golf course or in our back yard.. I know my Pop is up there with a brushed
down chair and crisp white towel to put around you for a bit of a chat and a clip of the
top. .. oh kids when did we get old... know this is hard .. but he talked of all of you so
much. He loved you as much as my Pop Lawrence Quilling loved us. prayers and
tissue and love the Quillings on 4th Street .. Ardy Linda Diane and Sandra ( he gave
Sandy a few tickets) and my Mom Mrs. Joyce Quilling.. so many prayers

Ardith Richter - April 09, 2018 at 01:44 PM

“

Dennis And Lisa Jorgenson sent a virtual gift in memory of Daryl "Corky" Spagnoletti

Dennis and Lisa Jorgenson - April 06, 2018 at 11:53 AM

“

My first first encounter with Corky was when we first moved across the street in
2003. I was trying to get my old boat running and he came over to help, he ended up
making several trips back and forth with tools. Eventually we got the old girl running!
He always told me if I need to borrow anything just head to his garage and get it.
When able he was the first one out there to start cleaning up our end of the

neighborhood after a snowstorm, if I was home we would work it together. Thanks for
being such great neighbors Corky and Barb!
Mike Sabelko - April 06, 2018 at 10:33 AM

“

Barb, my name is David Pollard and I work with Tony at the WSFD. I had the
privilege of meeting you and your husband several years ago when I was stationed
with Tony and you came by to visit him at the station. Although I don't know you and
Daryl well I do know that you raised one of the finest men I have ever had the
privilege of knowing and working with. Tony truly has a servants heart and is always
the first to show kindness and lend a hand to anyone in need traits I would imagine
he learned growing up. I must say I always looked forward to hearing the stories he
would tell when he returned home from a visit to WI. I just wanted to send my
condolences for your loss and prayers for your entire family.

David Pollard - April 04, 2018 at 08:58 AM

“

I got to know Corky when he and my father, Myron Hoch both served as sheriff in
Dunn and Buffalo County respectively. I spent a summer interning with the Dunn
County Sheriff's Department while earning my college degree. Corky taught me
much about law enforcement and even more about "community service". Later on I
would run into Corky in the area; which often led to good times reminiscing. He will
be remembered for making people smile and bringing laughter into their lives. May
your memories, and the love of family and friends comfort you in the days ahead.
With deepest sympathy.
Paul Hoch

Paul Hoch - April 03, 2018 at 03:35 PM

“

I did not know your husband, Barb, but he must have been a really special man.
Mary Burkart Larson posted on FB. I am Andrea Ficklin from way back when- you
and JoAnn would babysit me at Elk Creek Lake-left me with very good memories .
Please accept my sympathy in your loss. Andrea Ficklin Bauman, St Louis, MO

andrea bauman - April 02, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

corky was a great man. he will be missed up here in barnes. joe norris.

joe norris - April 02, 2018 at 01:55 PM

“

RICHARD KRUCHTEN lit a candle in memory of Daryl "Corky" Spagnoletti

RICHARD KRUCHTEN - April 02, 2018 at 10:16 AM

“

My love and prayers go out to Barb and the boys, especially Tony, who was a pretty
special student at East School. I met Corky when I was teaching in Elk Mound where
I had his brother, Tom, in my class. Corky was in high school then and when he
drove to school, he would take a "few corners on two wheels" but always arrived
safely, so have fun doing your wheelies up in heaven. He always had a big smile for
everyone and will be missed dearly by everyone. .. Lois Sipple

Lois Sipple - April 02, 2018 at 09:27 AM

“

It was very sad to read of Corky’s passing! I as a young girl got to know Corky when
he came to Club 37 in Eau Claire to play Santa Clause for the Christmas party!! After
that through out the years I’d see Corky when I’d come to Menomonie wit my Dad
(Gene Pederson). My Dad had a lot of respect for Corky and they sure had fun
together! I will never forget the smile and the sparkle in his eyes when he told a joke
or two!! Corky was a man that many could learn life lessons from! Behond his years
of service, he was one no other could hold a candle to!! That many could only wish
they could only be a fraction of the man Corky was to the Menomonie area!! Corky
may your kind and loving soul Rest In Peace!!! Go rest high on that mountain as your
work here on earth is done!! Fly high on eagles wing and may the good Lord
welcome you home with open arms!! You will be greatly missed and remain the the
heart of many!!
Vicki Pendergast

Vicki Pendergast - March 31, 2018 at 05:06 AM

“

Barb and Family:
I was friends with Corky when he was Sheriff. Years later when both of us were out of
law enforcement, we reconnected in one of the fine establishments in Barnes. Our
friendship was renewed and we shared many great times. He truly was one of a kind
and was a great sheriff and citizen of Dunn County. Rest in peace Corky, you served

well.
Jim and Mary O'Dell
Jim O'Dell - March 29, 2018 at 03:16 PM

“

My condolences Barb and family.
My most treasured memories working for the County were under Corky's leadership.
He treated everyone he met with respect and the dept was very "service to the
community" orientated then. He respected and stood behind the actions of all his
dept and its employees. It was special bringing the community, businesses and law
enforcement together to work on "Kids Day" during that era. He enjoyed making
people happy and treated everyone like family. He was a man of many resources. Of
course his entertainment with the "stomper" was his epic signature. I remember him
as a man with a very generous and huge heart for all.
Jolene Retzloff-Martinson

Jolene Martinson - March 29, 2018 at 02:06 PM

“

Corky was a good man and served Dunn County faithfully for many years. He
steadfastly upheld the law and was Undersheriff (now most commonly called Chief
Deputy) to my grandfather before succeeding him as Dunn County Sheriff. Although
he took his law enforcement duties seriously, he never lost his compassion and
empathy for the public. I recall coming home on leave after more than a year away
from home in the U.S. Navy only to learn that one of my best friends was serving a
short jail term for a youthful mistake. I learned of this only one day before having to
leave for an overseas deployment, and was dismayed to also learn that the time I
had left was beyond established visiting hours at the jail. I met with Sheriff
Spagnoletti and explained the situation and my desire to visit my friend. He
graciously allowed me a few minutes with my friend. Some might say that he broke
the rules, but it taught me a lesson that I took with me later into my own law
enforcement career: that the "letter of the law" doesn't always match up with reality
and that sometimes a kindness and common sense can go farther than "kick butt
and take names".
Rest in Peace Corky!

Mike Walter - March 28, 2018 at 08:42 PM

“

amen
joe norris - April 02, 2018 at 01:57 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear that Corky had passed away. I have many fond memories the
Spagnoletti family! My condolences to Barb and the rest of his family.
Patty Martinson

Patty Martinson - March 28, 2018 at 06:08 PM

“

Prayers to the Spagnoletti Family on the loss of a great and fun-loving guy.

Peter and Georgette Hovind - March 28, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

So very sorry to hear about Corky’s passing! Have a lot of good memories with Corky and
family.
Condolences to the family.
Charlie & Linda Mueller. - March 29, 2018 at 12:06 PM

“

It was of great sadness that I learned of Corky's passing. Please accept my heartfelt
condolences and I hope that in small way they help through these trying times.
Joe Lechner
Joe Lechner - March 30, 2018 at 01:43 AM

“
“

cork was a great guy and good friend my deepest sympathy for your loss
randy fransway - March 30, 2018 at 09:05 PM

Corky was a great guy.remembeing the days at the Parona. With Barb ,Corky. Tad and
Jeannie Larock.RIP Corky you and will be missed...Prayers to the family
Debbie Bright - March 31, 2018 at 09:10 AM

“

Corky and I have been friends for 55 years. I was a young mechanic at broadway Ford, in
1963 and Corky came in and bought a new,dark blue 1964 Ford 4 door for a squad car.
In the 70s and early 80s when I was derbying at the Dunn County fair,Corky was always
there with his Winnedago,keeping law and order. He was always fair and honest.
In recent years my son and I have done some tree work for
him and Barb. In the last couple years ,I enjoyed having coffee
with him, and a couple of his brothers, and his son who lives
down south. GOD BLESS you Barb and family through this
tough time. Your friend
Dick Shackleton
Dick Shackleton - April 01, 2018 at 12:44 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of Corky's passing. I had a chance to meet him when I was a cop in
Big Lake and he was there with his "posse" and the infamous motor home. Over the years I
had several opportunities to see him again. I will miss him and his quick wit. May God Bless
him and his family. Corky will be missed by all who knew him.
Ken Trunnell

Kenneth - April 04, 2018 at 10:10 AM

“

Barb and family. i am so sorry to hear about Corky's passing. I have a lot of grate memories
spent with you and Cork. it has been 61 years. when I have called Corky a GREAT
FRIEND. HUGS, DALE
Dale Devitt - April 05, 2018 at 12:25 PM

“

I express my sympathy to Barb and the family. I knew Corky through the 60's and 70's
while a probation agent and treatment Director at the Health Care Center. He was
extremely helpful in apprehending probation and parole violators. I respected Corky as an
excellent law enforcement officer as well as an excellent person to organize, as well as
mobilize and enhance community involvement understanding the role of the Sheriff's
department.
Later we made several trips north to socialize and entertain the "citizens of the north", me
with my guitar and Corky with his stomper. Word is that we are in the north country music
hall of fame---hard to believe.
I always told Corky we could probably write a book on some of the bizarre apprehensions
we made while I was a parole agent. Corky was always calm and knew always knew what
to do to get the job done without getting hurt, except one time when an individual we were
apprehending hit Corky over the head with a frying pan. He later regretted that action as
Corky, bleeding badly, handled the situation with his usual courage and rapid response.
Corky never knew a stranger as he could connect with someone immediately, a skill very
few possess. I will have a fond memory of Corky for the remainder of my days. Believe me
things will change in heaven when Corky arrive---they always do.
joel breitung - April 07, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

first there was a very smart dear girl named "Mary T" whom I had the privilege of teaching
in 7th grade at Elk Mound
then there were those snowmobiling fun times - Donna being scared to death on some of
the corners
then there were the Christmas parties with Corky acting the perfect Santa
then there was Donna as a 3rd grade teacher in Eau Claire
Corky leaves a great legacy and many wonderful memories for many people
May all the memories get you, Barb, and the rest of the family through these days.
Cheryl Breitung (the other half)
cheryl m breitung - April 07, 2018 at 10:25 AM

