Charles J. Metelka
September 22, 1942 - January 27, 2017

Charles J. Metelka, age 74, of Menomonie, WI passed away Friday, January 27, 2017 in
St. Paul, Minnesota of injuries sustained from a car accident.
He was born September 22, 1942 in Chicago, IL to Charles and Veronica (Cwik). He grew
up in Chicago and graduated from Loyola University (B.S.), University of Hawaii (M.A.)
and received his PhD from Northwestern University.
Charles married Kathleen Morrison August 22, 1964. They were blessed with 52 years of
marriage. Charles and Kathleen moved to Menomonie in 1974 where Charles continued
to fulfill his dream of teaching. Charles devoted his life to teaching, and was a professor at
the University of Wisconsin-Stout for 38 years. Charles was a kind and gentle soul who
loved his wife, Aloha Hawaiian shirts and mentoring his students. He was known for
putting a smile on everyone’s face.
Charles is survived by his wife, Kathleen; his brother, Ronald (Patricia) Metelka; motherin-law, Elizabeth Morrison; sister-in-law, Patricia (Robert) Getz; brothers-in-law, George
Morrison and Robert (Marie) Morrison; nieces: Karen, Stephanie, Michelle, Brenda and
Nicole, nephews: Rob, Brian, Matt and Michael.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Charles and Veronica; sisters-in-law Valerie
Metelka and Cecilia Morrison.
A Memorial Mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 1, 2017 at St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Menomonie, with Father James Kurzynski officiating. There will be
visitation at the church one hour prior to the service.

Events
FEB
1

Visitation

09:30AM - 10:30AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
910 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

FEB
1

Memorial Mass

10:30AM

St. Joseph's Catholic Church
910 Wilson Ave., Menomonie, WI, US, 54751

Comments

“

I am sorry to hear about your loss. Dr. Metelka, was my professor at UW-Stout in
1988. He is the one teacher that I talk about on a regular basis of how he helped me
through college and the Hotel and Restaurant Program. I always use his saying
"don't pass the monkey" if the problem gets to you don't pass it handle it. I still use
that saying to this day as I work for Marriott. He was such a positive person who
really cared about his students. He was always available to talk with us or just to lend
an ear to listen. He always had time for his students no matter what. As I write this
some 30 years later after Dr. Metelka became my teacher his impact is just as
profound now as the first time I meet him. Rest in peace Dr. Metelka and please
know your life has impacted more people than you know.
Dianne Markowski Brady 1989

Dianne Markowski Brady - April 19, 2017 at 08:52 PM

“

I am sorry to hear about your loss and my sincere condolences to the family. I was a
graduate student at UW-Stout and Dr. Metelka was my professor, mentor and thesis
advisor. He always believed in my capabilities and potential. And when graduate
school was hard he would say “Claudia you can do this, I know you can and know
that I am only looking out for your best interests.” My success today is because of
him of which I do not take for granted and truly grateful for. I learnt a lot from his
wisdom and what an educated person is. He also told me that nothing in life is
unattainable, to never give and importantly to surround myself with positive people.
When I thought I wasn’t going to finish he was my cheer leader and cheered me all
the way to the end. The thing that I will always remember that made me smile was
the Hawaiian shirts he wore especially when it was – 20 outside. He will be sadly
missed by many students, faculty, the community and especially by me. My heart is
very heavy today and will never forget him. I am so truly blessed that he was part of
my educational journey and hopefully he will be in the university in heaven teaching
again.

Claudine Cooper - April 06, 2017 at 12:53 PM

“

We are so sorry to hear of your loss. Chuck enjoyed life and he was incredibly
patient. He spent hours carefully trimming the honeysuckle hedge between our
yards, measuring each branch with a yardstick, while smoking his pipe. Our young
daughter, Shelly, loved to chat with him while he worked. When we would go outside
to rescue him from her chatter and suggest she do something else, he would always
say she was fine, that he enjoyed her company. Chuck will be greatly missed!

Mike and Judy Benzel - February 12, 2017 at 08:39 PM

“

Our thoughts are with Kathleen and family throughout this difficult time. Although we
only knew Charles for a short time, he was a wonderful man, always had a smile and
kind words for everyone he interacted with. Lauren Tilseth, and family

Lauren - February 07, 2017 at 06:12 AM

“

Condolences to the Metelka family. I had the pleasure of meeting Charlie at UW
Stout while working on a special project. He was kind and passionate about students
and their future careers.

Shawn Anderson - January 31, 2017 at 10:11 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Kathleen and family during this difficult time of
loss. I will always remember Charlie for his friendship, for his wit and understanding
to defuse a difficult situation. Thinking of all of you and feel for your loss.
Brian and Brenda Bergquist

Brian Bergquist - January 31, 2017 at 08:51 PM

“

I did not know Chuck and Katie very well, but I sure enjoyed their company at Jake's
Supper Club. They were always smiling and laughing as they scanned recipe books
and ate Pizza. They were a joy to be around and we will truly miss his company.

Dianne - January 31, 2017 at 12:34 PM

“

Ronald Metelka, Patricia Bove, Brenda & Matt Ross purchased the A New Sunrise
Spray for the family of Charles J. Metelka.

Ronald Metelka, Patricia Bove, Brenda & Matt Ross - January 31, 2017 at 11:47 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Kim Bartley - January 31, 2017 at 12:07 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Kim - January 31, 2017 at 12:02 AM

“

Your friends at Jake's & the Silver Dollar purchased the Magnificent Life Spray for the
family of Charles J. Metelka.

Your friends at Jake's & the Silver Dollar - January 30, 2017 at 10:49 PM

“

All of your friends at Skoog's! purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of
Charles J. Metelka.

All of your friends at Skoog's! - January 30, 2017 at 06:09 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Charles J. Metelka.

January 30, 2017 at 05:44 PM

“

Love and prayers to family and friends of Charles Metelka! I'll never forget the class I
took with him that required me to write a 20 page paper! In the paper I wrote (if you
read this whole paragraph write a smiley face)..he didn't think it was funny..lol...but I
still got a C on the paper! Bless your heart!!

joslynn - January 30, 2017 at 03:09 PM

“

Heidi Rabeneck lit a candle in memory of Charles J. Metelka

Heidi Rabeneck - January 30, 2017 at 02:05 PM

“

Jordan Steward Stout '09 Rachel Steward 'Stout '11 purchased the Sapphire Skies
Bouquet for the family of Charles J. Metelka.

Jordan Steward Stout '09 Rachel Steward 'Stout '11 - January 30, 2017 at 01:41 PM

“

Sally Wolfe lit a candle in memory of Charles J. Metelka

sally wolfe - January 30, 2017 at 08:48 AM

“

Charlie was a friend who shared a deep concern for the total education of students
who were interested in a career in the hospitality industry. He didn't teach about food
or rooms or management or technical things. Charlie taught young men and women
about life and people and relationships. He didn't care so much about the first job of
the graduate as he cared about the students career. I dare say that there isn't a
student who hasn't looked back and used some of the gems that they learned in his
classes. His smile was infectious and there was never a bad word from his mouth. A
dedicated and caring and devoted teacher who loved his work and his students.
I loved how Charlie "watched over" Menomonie from his beautiful home on lake
Menomin.
I'm a better person for having known and worked with him. God bless his family.
Bob Dahlke

Bob Dahlke - January 29, 2017 at 06:20 PM

“

Dr. Charles (Charlie) Metelka was my professor, mentor, colleague and friend for 43
years. Charles was a truly good person. He reached so many students throughout
the years and changed their lives for the better. I will miss him, we will miss him. Rest
In Peace my friend.

Joseph Holland - January 29, 2017 at 04:49 PM

