Charles J. Brenner II
April 15, 1943 - March 30, 2019

Charles J. “Chuck” Brenner, 75, of Menomonie, passed away on the morning of Saturday,
March 30, 2019 at The Neighbors of Dunn County in Menomonie following a prolonged
battle with cancer.
He was born April 15, 1943 in East Orange, New Jersey to Carl Julius and Louise Hazard
Brenner. He graduated from Columbia High School in Maplewood, NJ where he learned a
love of amateur radio that continued through his life.
He went on to receive a bachelor’s degree from Stout State College in Menomonie and
Master’s and Doctoral degrees from the University of Missouri in Columbia, all in Industrial
Education.
Chuck married Susan Guntner in 1973 in Menomonie and together they had two sons,
Jacob and Noah.
Following graduation, Chuck worked briefly at Stout before joining the computer science
faculty at UW River Falls and later UW Eau Claire, where he worked for many years
before retiring in 2000.
After retirement, Chuck and Susan spent winters walking the beach near their home in
New Smyrna Beach, FL and summers in Menomonie gardening, doing projects around
the house and traveling the country in their motorhome.
Chuck is survived by his wife Susan G. Brenner of Menomonie; sons Jacob (Rebecca)
Brenner of Ithaca, NY and Noah (Kathy Bolger) Brenner of Houston, TX and grandchildren
Morgan, Zachary and Sally Brenner of Ithaca and brothers Christopher Brenner of
Grayslake, IL and Paul (Sue) Brenner of Evanston, IL.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Arrangements are being handled by Olson Funeral Home. A celebration of Chuck’s life is
planned at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church on Saturday, May 4, where Chuck was a longtime member. Visitation will begin at 10 am with a service at 11 am, followed by a
reception. He will be interred at Evergreen Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, the family would prefer a donation in Chuck’s name to the Stout
University Foundation or the food pantry program at Stepping Stones of Dunn County,
where he volunteered his time.
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Comments

“

I was in a carpool with Chuck & others from Menomonie when we all worked at
UWEC. I also took a few staff-training technology classes from him while I worked
there. In all instances, both on a professional level, and a personal level, Chuck was
a wonderful man. He couldn't have been more kind, patient, considerate, caring, and
respectful. He was the epitome of a true gentleman in my book. When he spoke of
his sons, you could hear the quiet pride in his voice, & when he spoke of his wife,
you could tell how much he loved her. He truly was a class act all around. May their
many memories bring his family some comfort at this time. My deepest sympathy for
your loss.
-- Renee (Hijleh) Phillips

Renee Phillips - May 08, 2019 at 12:30 PM

“

I worked with Chuck at UW-Eau Claire for several years and he taught me some
important life lessons by the example he set. He was a man of many talents and
knowledge in many areas which he is willing to share with those around him.
May your memories and support of loved ones bring you comfort.
~ Kathy Finder

Kathleen Finder - May 04, 2019 at 09:47 AM

“

Dear Sue, Jake and Noah,
I was on the Menomonie Board of Education with Chuck, and will always hold his
memory in the highest esteem. He sure left a powerful legacy of respect and care.
What a wonderful thing for you all and for the grandchildren. My heart goes out to all
of you in your time of loss.
Best,
Tina Feigal

Tina Feigal - April 30, 2019 at 05:15 PM

“

The Mittermaiers will forever remember all of the Brenners ... from church, to East
School, to guinea pigs and computers. Yes, Chuck was a gentleman, a scholar, and
just so much fun to be around, just as Susan, Jake, and Noah. May God's loving
arms wrap you and your loved ones with warm hugs and the blessed assurance of
eternal life.

Connie Mittermaier - April 27, 2019 at 09:07 AM

“

Sue, Jake, & Noah: Sending you my deepest condolences. Chuck was always a kind
and gentle man with a great sense of humor. He could speak softly while telling a
tale, and then deliver the punchline with gusto. He was a great part of my life, and he
stepped up to help out with our family after we lost Brad. We lost touch through the
years as all of the boys grew up and became young men-on their own. May your
memories sustain you, and remind you often, of Chuck's love and pride in all of you.
Judy (Karis) Young

Judy Young - April 08, 2019 at 01:19 PM

“

We, at the Menomonie Community Garden, will truly miss Chuck. He had been
gardening with us for a number of years and involved with several of our projects. He
enjoyed conversation with everyone and was a wealth of knowledge in gardening.
You will be in out thoughts always. Mary Lotten on behalf of the gardeners at MCG

Mary Lotten - April 03, 2019 at 10:59 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear this sad news. You may not know me, Paul Derby was a
fraternity brother of Chuck's. I was married to Paul at the time of his death in Vietnam
in 1968.
I remember Chuck as a fine, handsome young man. I send my sympathy to your
family.
With Sympathy,
Dorothy Derby Franczyk

Dorothy Derby Franczyk - April 03, 2019 at 10:19 AM

“

My sincere condolences
Chuck was a class act. He was respected because he treated everyone else with
respect. A true professional and gentleman.

charlie krueger - April 03, 2019 at 09:05 AM

