Charleen L. Larson
November 3, 1937 - June 10, 2017

Charleen Lorraine (Schutts) Larson age 79, of Boyceville, WI passed away Saturday, June
10, 2017 on her home farm in Boyceville, WI.
Charleen was born November 3, 1937 in Menomonie Wisconsin to Leonard and Lorraine
(Blake) Schutts. She was baptized and confirmed at Peace Lutheran Church in
Menomonie WI. Charleen along with three other siblings; Donald, Dolores and Dewey (all
under the age of 17) grew up and ran the family farm after her parents and younger sister
passed away.
Char was a teacher, not only in schools, but a teacher of all things of life. She graduated
Boyceville High School in 1955 and went on to college receiving a teaching degree and
honors. She was president of the Teachers Association. After graduation, she taught full
time at Little Elk Creek and Tramway schools.
Charleen married Gerald “Charlie” Larson on December 26, 1959 at Peace Lutheran
church in Menomonie Wisconsin. Together they raised four children on the family dairy
farm. Char continued to teach by substitute teaching until May 2017.
She was a very hard working dedicated Christian. She raised her children with great
values and strengths. Her prayers (The Lord’s Prayer) along with saying Jesus Loves Me
and naming her children were a nightly ritual.
Char loved her children and grandchildren deeply and attended all of their games turning
down multiple requests to head down south for the winter months. She also loved
crocheting, flower and vegetable gardens, usually donating most of her fruits of labor.
Char was an avid softball player, playing in Connorsville with her daughters. She also
loved spending time at the cabins up north, floating down the river, and pontooning,
inviting everyone to come join the fun! To get around the 200 acre Larson farm she would
jump on her yellow ATV.

Afghans, doilies, quilts, hats, molasses cookies, jello eggs to name a few things that we
will cherish forever that have been touched with love from “Grandma”.
We will always Love You and Never forget the Love you brought to our family.
Until we meet again...Love You More!!!!
Charleen is survived by, son, Daniel (Melissa) Larson and their children, Juliana, Matt,
Noah, Amanda, Laura, Ryan; son, Jerry (Jana) Larson and their children, Jeremy, Megan,
Morgan, Jacque; daughter, Jody (Robert) Rathke and their children, Brandon, Ashley,
Brady; daughter, Sherry Leach and her children, Matthew, Mitchell, Melissa, Lacey, Dustin.
She is also survived by brothers and sisters in law, nieces and nephews
She preceded in death by her husband Gerald "Charlie" Larson; her parents Leonard and
Lorraine (Blake) Schutts, brothers Donald and Dewey Schutts; sisters, Delores Schultz
and Karen Schutts; an infant brother Gerald and granddaughter Kayla Leach, also in-laws
Sam and Ruby Larson.
Charleen’s family would like to thank eight floor Sacred Heart nurses, hospice, Dr. Tana,
Olson Funeral Home and everyone who touched her life, for their loving care.
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, June 17, 2017 at Christ Lutheran
Church in Menomonie with Pastor David Natzke officiating. There will be visitation from
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Friday at Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie and at the church one hour
prior to the service on Saturday. Burial will be in Tramway Cemetery in the Town of
Menomonie, Dunn Co. WI.
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Comments

“

Many memories from the old Blue Diamond !!

Bill Laberee - July 07, 2017 at 07:53 PM

“

The many fond memories of my aunt Charleen will stay with me forever. Her smile
and that twinkle in her eyes said it all.
At their farm were hayrides, tuna hotdish (never tasted any better!), baskets full of
yarn, afghans and baby outfits she was making for others. She took me on a tour of
her flowers. I saw my first pansy! To this day (and I imagine forever), I think of
Charleen whenever I see a pansy.
When I was in junior high, I was 5' 10" and 90 pounds. A tall, skinny ugly duckling. I
remember being called names in school. Around that time one day out of the blue,
she told me I was beautiful and that I could be a model. I thought, yah right, hah.
Then a couple of months later when I saw her again, she said it again. Each time we
would see each other, she would tell me how beautiful I was. What an impact her
words had on me. I started seeing myself as Charleen saw me.
I married and moved to MN. Whenever we were together she enjoyed filling me in on
what their kids and grandkids were doing. Telling me all about the sporting events her
and Charlie had attended. She loved being around her family!
One weekend we were down for a visit, Charlie and Charleen invited my mom, us,
our boys and my nephew Justin on a pontoon boat ride (well, maybe we invited
ourselves!). Charleen backed that big pontoon down the landing lickity split first try,
unhooked it and parked the trailer. I was super impressed and so was my husband.
Pontoon was equipped with everything you needed. Cooler full of drinks and a grill
strapped on the front! We had a blast and God provided the most beautiful sunset!
Oh, I almost forgot Charleen taught our boys the life long skill of how to pee
overboard!
Thank you Charleen for making us all feel beautiful.
You are forever in my heart!
I love you!
Denise Bosse

Denise Bosse - June 15, 2017 at 08:23 PM

“

13 files added to the album Charleen L. Larson

Dan Larson - June 14, 2017 at 11:44 AM

“

Red Cedar Women's Pheasants Forever Chapter purchased the Emerald Garden
Basket for the family of Charleen L. Larson.

Red Cedar Women's Pheasants Forever Chapter - June 14, 2017 at 11:14 AM

“

Thinking of my Aunt Charlene, of course makes me think of my Uncle Charlie, they
were always together. It makes me think of the fun softball games played in their
field, the hayrides in the orchard, and of course the dips in their pond. When I think of
you, I will think of all those happy times....Sure will miss you, Aunt Char. Your niece
Christine Owens

Christine Owens - June 14, 2017 at 12:10 AM

“

My sympathy to the Larson family. We spent a lot of time chatting about old times at
ball games over the years. Keeping all the memories alive will help as you face the
days ahead. Losing a parent is never easy and she was a very strong role model.
RIP Charleen.

jan hastings - June 13, 2017 at 11:41 PM

“

Going to miss you cousin charleen. May you be with Charlie now. I know you two will
have a blast...May god be with you and your family....

Brenda & marjory smith - June 13, 2017 at 03:17 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Charleen L. Larson.

June 13, 2017 at 08:52 AM

“

Miss Charleen Shutts was my first and second grade teacher from 1957 to 1959 at
Evergreen Valley School, a one-room country school west of Menomonie. She was
20 years old at the time with a two-year teaching certificate from Dunn County
Normal, and filled with enthusiasm, energy, and intelligence. She was a great
teacher. I learned so much from her and she really sparked and fueled the flame of
learning for me. I went on to get my PhD and now work in midtown Manhattan as
President of a foundation that funds vision research to develop preventives,
treatments and cures for sight-threatening diseases. I often have thought of how
much I owe Miss Schutts and my education that began in that simple, one-room
country school. I am thankful to Charlene Schutts Larson for all of her wonderful
qualities as a teacher and person and for all that she gave to her students and to the
world. My sincere sympathy and condolences to her family on their great loss.
Brian F. Hofland

Brian Hofland - June 13, 2017 at 08:28 AM

“

I loved Charlene as a person and as my favorite substitute teacher in my classroom
at Boyceville high school. In fact, my teaching partner and I referred to Char as
"Grandma". She was ALWAYS willing to come in for us, even after her chemo
treatments and just weeks before she passed. The students loved her and she loved
them-even the most challenging students...she found the good in all of them and she
made sure to share this with them. She also was not afraid to remind them that they
needed to behave!:) I was able to attend her and Charlie's last "surprise" anniversary
party they had together...It was evident the years of love her and her " 'ol man" (as

she always referred to as she told me stories) shared and created a wonderful,
caring family. She will be missed so much, and I feel BLESSED that this beautiful
woman had touched my life.
Jen Bignell

Jennifer Bignell - June 12, 2017 at 05:52 PM

“

Char always had time to say hello and ask how you were doing. Her family meant
everything to her. She was a sweet, sweet lady that touched the hearts of so many.
Sorry for your loss.

Kevin and Ann Helland - June 12, 2017 at 01:47 PM

