Carolyn M. Barnhart
May 2, 1952 - November 9, 2020

Carolyn Marie Barnhart, age 68, of Menomonie, Wisconsin moved from her earthly home
to her heavenly home on November 9, 2020. She was surrounded by her loving family.
Carolyn is now joyfully with Jesus Christ her Lord and Savior. Carolyn battled a rare
leukemia (APL) for almost three years.
She was born on May 2, 1952 in Viroqua, Wisconsin to Florence (Wilson) and Elvin
Fortney. She graduated from Viroqua High School in 1970.
She married Larry Barnhart on August 6, 1972 in Viroqua, Wisconsin at the Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church. She said it was the best decision she made. They were
blessed with four children: Scott Barnhart (Menomonie), Amy Rynes (Menomonie), Eric
Barnhart (Menomonie) and Tom Barnhart (Omaha, NE). Carolyn was very proud of her
family and all of their accomplishments. She was always taking pictures of their musical
performances, cheer/dance performances and sports competitions.
Carolyn had a passion for learning and teaching at UW-Stout for 36 years retiring in 2011
and then continuing to teach, by invitation, on-line. She earned her bachelor’s degree at
UW-Stout in 1974 in Home Economics Education, her master’s degree in Educational
Administration in 1978 at the University of Minnesota-Minneapolis and her Doctor in
Education in 2001 at University of Minnesota-Minneapolis.
She believed in leadership through service. This meant as a teenager she was an 18 year
member of 4-H including national awards, a national committee member and state
President of FHA, she was active in Girl Scouts and the Interdenominational Teens for
Christ. Overall, she was recognized as the 1970 Wisconsin Outstanding Teenager by the
Outstanding Americans Foundation.
When she came to UW-Stout as a freshman she met Larry and they were active in the
Optimists and the Menomonie Booster Club. She continued her leadership and service as
a state, regional and national student officer in her profession. As her children grew she

became active in the United Methodist Church as Sunday School Superintendent,
member of the School District of the Menomonie Area Facilities Committee, School
District of the Menomonie Area School Board as a member and the Clerk, the United Way
as a board member and Chair, Mabel Tainter Center for the Arts as a board member and
President, a lector and substitute Sunday School and Vacation Bible School teacher for
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and President of the Alpha Tau Chapter of Delta Kappa
Gamma. She also served on the state Finance Committee for Delta Kappa Gamma.
Carolyn valued her friendships and causes while serving on several boards. She was a
member of the national Phi Upsilon Omicron Foundation Board and Council, the
Wisconsin Delta Kappa Gamma Foundation Board, the national Child and Nutrition Board,
the Association of Family and Consumer Sciences Council and was currently serving on
the boards for the Wisconsin Family, Career and Community Leaders Foundation, the
Stout University Foundation Board and the Wisconsin Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences Board (WAFCS).
She was an active member and leader in her profession of Family and Consumer
Sciences. She served on advisory boards and reviewed programs. She was currently
serving as Awards and Recognition Chair for WAFCS and she had been President of
WAFCS. She served as national President of the American Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences and national President of Phi Upsilon Omicron-a national honorary in
Family and Consumer Sciences.
Carolyn humbly received several honors over the years. She, however, preferred
recognizing her family, students and other colleagues. Her greatest honors were to be
married to Larry, serving as mother of their four children, and grandmother to seven
cherished grandchildren.
In addition, she has been recognized by UW-Stout as Teacher of the Year and in the
College of Education, Health and Human Sciences, as Program Director of the Year and
Teacher of the Year. She also served as Department Chair of Food and Nutrition at UWStout until her retirement.
She has received the following distinguished awards: The Twin Cities Food and FCS
Professionals honored her with TCHEIB Member of the Year, Phi Upsilon Omicron
honored her with the Bachtel Collegiate Advisor Award, WAFCS and AAFCS recognized
her with the Leader Award, AAFCS Student Unit recognized her with the Advisor of the
Year Award, Girl Scouts awarded her Woman of Distinction in the category of Preparing
Women for Responsible Adulthood and Delta Kappa Gamma recognized her with the

Lorraine Missling Award. Most recently, the American Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences honored her and three other members with the Distinguished Service
Award. She was inducted into the national Family, Career and Community Leaders of
America (FCCLA) Leadership Hall of Fame in celebration of FCCLA’s 75th Anniversary.
She was also selected by Phi Upsilon Omicron National Honor Society with the Florence
Fallgatter Distinguished Service Award.
She has served as a role model for several. She co-advised the Tau chapter of Phi
Upsilon Omicron at UW-Stout. She also assisted in the founding and coordination of the
Leadership Academy for New Professionals for the American Association of Family and
Consumer Sciences. It is an Academy offered around the United States every two years.
Her overall goal in life was to help others discover the joy of life in Christ. She wanted to
be a blessing to others.
Carolyn is survived by her husband for 48 years, Larry, and their children: Scott (Lindsay)
Menomonie, Amy Rynes Menomonie, Eric (Danielle) Menomonie, Tom (Chelsea) Omaha,
NE. Brothers and sisters in law: Patti Fortney Hoffman Estates, IL, Bob (Dianne) Fortney
West Salem, WI, Judy Fortney Dodgeville, WI. Brother and sister-n-law Colleen and Greg
Lentz Eau Claire, WI. Seven grandchildren: Caleb and Isaac Rynes, Kyah, Asher, Claire,
James and Reece Barnhart and also nieces and nephews and their spouses and children
along with dear relatives and friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents: Elvin and Florence Fortney, brothers: Thomas,
Kendall and Rodney Fortney, In-Laws Dorothy and Byron Barnhart, aunts, uncles,
relatives and friends.
The family wishes to thank the medical staff for the superb medical attention Carolyn
received within the Menomonie, Eau Claire and Rochester Mayo Clinic. High risk Acute
Promyelocytic Leukemia (APL) is rare and as a Team they used every type of chemo and
immune therapy available in the world to slow the progression of the disease.
A private funeral service will be held on Friday, Nov. 13, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. at Our Savior’s
Lutheran Church in Menomonie with Pastor Sarah Miller and Pastor Heather Wigdahl
officiating. The service will be streamed live on Olson Funeral Home’s Facebook page.
Olson Funeral Home and Cremation Service in Menomonie is serving the family.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Carolyn’s memory can be made to a cause of your choice
or to any of the following causes that were dear to her: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,

Stout University Foundation, Inc.-Barnhart Travelship,https://foundation.uwstout.edu/dr.-ca
rolyn-barnhart-student-travelship-fund
American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences-Leadership Academy, Wisconsin
Association of Family and Consumer Sciences, WI FCCLA Foundation, Inc., Phi Upsilon
Omicron Foundation, Delta Kappa Gamma Foundation or the Mabel Tainter Center for the
Arts.

Comments

“

PHILIP T S. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Carolyn M. Barnhart.

PHILIP T S. - February 11 at 09:07 PM

“

Larry and family, I just learned of Carolyn's passing and wanted to reach out and
offer my sympathies to everyone. I have referred to Carolyn as my mentor, but also a
friend, as I was a student at Stout and president of the Phi U chapter. I will never
forget her urging me to set up a meeting with Chancellor Swanson to invite him to
our Founder's Day ceremony. That was way out of my comfort zone, but she helped
make it happen.
It was heart warming to read all the lives she touched through the church, UW-Stout
and the many organizations and to know that I was one of them. Please know my
thoughts and prayers are with you at this time of loss. PS - I also believe that either
Scott or Amy was a babysitter for my son, Kyle, in 1994-95 and now he is 26.

Carrie Coenen - November 23, 2020 at 01:34 PM

“

Carolyn's friendship was truly a gift. Her effervescent joy, faith and sincere dedication
to serving others was a significant inspiration in my life. It was a privilege to work with
her as a colleague at UW-Stout and in the Phi U Honor Society. She made a lasting
impression on the lives of many and will be truly missed. I will always treasure my
sweet memories of Carolyn.

Renee Howarton - November 19, 2020 at 01:03 PM

“

It was a joy and a privilege to care for Carolyn. She was such a bright light- kind,
hopeful, and sharp as a tack. It was an honor to have known her

Lydia - November 18, 2020 at 01:26 PM

“

It was a joy and privilege to be able to care for Carolyn. She was such a bright lightkind, hopeful, and sharp as a tack. I feel honored to have known her

Lydia - November 18, 2020 at 01:23 PM

“

Carolyn was a kind person and a friend. My wife an I will miss her very much.
Everyone in Menomonie and Stout will miss her. They don't make them like her
anymore.

Jodie Seaborn - November 15, 2020 at 02:08 PM

“

Carolyn was a very generous, kind and considerate person. I remember when we
just moved in Menomonie, she really took her time and great lengths to make sure
our family was settled in. Knowing I still don't drive, she took time from her busy
schedule and we went out to shop for Christmas. All throughout our stay in
Menomonie, she was always kind and generous to our family. Thank you for
everything. Rest in peace.

Lady Nicolas-Kassama - November 13, 2020 at 08:05 PM

“

John T. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Carolyn M. Barnhart.

John T. - November 13, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Carolyn was such a very special person and a fine example of a FCS professional.
We first met in 1971 at UW Stout and were RA’s on opposite ends of the same floor.
We served on the WAFCS board together and I thought of asking her opinion just
last week. There are many things only Carolyn knew. We will all miss Carolyn and
her leadership. Sending prayers and sympathy to the family she loved so deeply!

Barbara George - November 13, 2020 at 02:46 PM

“

Carolyn was a treasured lifetime friend and a very special person. In high school, we
shared many of the same classes and activities. I cherish the memory of her being in
my wedding and also being in hers. I am thankful we remained good friends for over
50 years. Leukemia did not change her dedication to her family, friends or profession.
Even after her diagnosis, she continued working very hard. One of the last
committees she served on was our high school reunion planning committee. She
was always researching ideas for the reunion and suggesting great ideas.
Additionally, Carolyn organized a get together of 1970 graduates of Viroqua High
School. This year would have been the 5th year of the event. It is interesting to note
that
Carolyn’s funeral is the exact date and time the get together would have occurred
this year.
She will be deeply missed. She left an amazing legacy of love, faith, and service.
Kathy (Erickson) Janzen

Kathy (Erickson) Janzen - November 12, 2020 at 12:21 PM

“

Among her many qualities, Carolyn was always kind and classy! May special
memories comfort you. Our thoughts and prayers are with your family.
God Bless,
Tom & Jacque Evenson

THOMAS EVENSON - November 12, 2020 at 08:59 AM

“

I have many special memories of Carolyn when I was a new professional and met
her through WAFCS. I will continue to cherish those memories and offer my
sympathy to Carolyn’s family. Carolyn’s smile and positive attitude will be greatly
missed by colleagues and former students.

Veronica - November 11, 2020 at 11:59 PM

“

Carolyn was an exemplary servant leader. She was renowned for her extraordinary
knowledge and leadership related to Family and Consumer Science. Carolyn was a
consummate professional. All who worked with her, including myself, treasured her
positive outlook and amazing dedication. It was my great pleasure and privilege to
have worked with Carolyn and she will be greatly missed!
-Bob Meyer

Bob Meyer - November 11, 2020 at 06:59 PM

“

Sharon S. Pate lit a candle in memory of Carolyn M. Barnhart

Sharon S. Pate - November 11, 2020 at 04:42 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Carolyn M. Barnhart.

November 11, 2020 at 02:03 PM

“

While I only knew Carolyn for a few years, and in a professional capacity at UWStout, she was among the most genuine and positive colleagues I have known. Her
advocacy for her students and her deep knowledge of her profession made her
program, college and university better. She was always supportive of new initiatives
and treated her colleagues as friends. It's important for her family to know that she
had a positive impact on so many who she crossed paths with.

Randy Hulke - November 11, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

Carolyn was always such a caring person and often asked about how I was and
about my family. She was so proud to share things about her family.
Carolyn will be missed.

Glenys Kraft - November 11, 2020 at 01:09 AM

“

My experience with Carolyn began in fifth or sixth grade when she and other
students who attended rural schools came to the big city! Ha.
Carolyn did it all in high school. She cheered me on the basketball court. She was
active in numerous extracurricular activities, showing her penchant for leadership.
I remember several of us returned excited from a memorable summer Bible camp
experience at age 16 or 17. We started a Bible study and Carolyn joined us.
Although it was was short lived , we had fun as well as the study.
I didn't have much contact with Carolyn except for class reunions. Two years ago we
met with some other classmates at the Vernon County Fair and had a wonderful time
. She also served on a class reunion committee with me and had great ideas for our
event. Unfortunately, the pandemic put an end to our plans for our 50th high school
reunion this past September.
My deepest condolences to Larry and the rest of the family so dear to her. She is a
"forever friend" and will not be forgotten. Jay Werth

Jay Werth - November 10, 2020 at 09:55 PM

“

Larry and family, It was with much surprize and sadness upon reading of your notice
of Carolyn's passing. I had seen her for the first time in a long while last November at
our class get together at the Driftless Cafe in Viroqua. I was very happy to see how
well she looked and was able to talk with her briefly as she caught up with everyone
there. I first met Carolyn in 1st grade at Ole Torger school. Carolyn, Jeff Fortney
(cousin), Kathy Thompson (Trygestad), Gary Nundahl, Richard Chaney and myself,
Roger Slack were the big class in a 1st -8th one room school taught by Mrs.Garnett
Eide (strict). We spent the grades 1 to 4 there and it was for me the best years in
school. The school kids were one big family as the bigger kids taught the little kids all
the games we played at recess. I still remember learning to play softball as a 1st
grader. They would lob a pitch to us to see if we were even close to hitting it and then
rolll it on the ground so we could hit it. Once we did hit it, generally back to the
pitcher, he would over throw the 1st baseman by a mile and the others directed the
runner where to go to 2nd and 3rd base and the ball was over thrown at each base
until the 1st grader crossed home plate so we got to go home and tell our parents we
hit a home run.I still feel a love for each of those kids and a deep loss at their
passing. I had hoped to see her again next summer when we hope to celebrate our
delayed 50 year high school reunion, but it will have to wait til a later date in heaven.
I am sure you have many memories to share with each other. Please do as you will
be surprized by what one sybling remembers and the others had forgotten. it will be
fun. please accept my deepest condolences. Were it not for Covid-19, I would be
there.
Roger Slack

Roger Slack - November 10, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

To the Barnhart family
Please accept my condolences on your loss. It was a pleasure serving with Carolyn
on the Stout University Foundation Board of Directors. Her thoughtful insights will be
sorely missed and a donation has been made in her memory. Thank you for sharing
her with UW-Stout.
Greg Else

Greg Else - November 10, 2020 at 02:39 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Carolyn M. Barnhart.

November 09, 2020 at 10:27 PM

