Carol A. Follis
July 19, 1943 - March 24, 2017

Carol Ann Follis of Menomonie, WI and formerly of Rochester, MN, was born on July 19,
1943 and went home to be with her Lord on March 24, 2017 after a five year battle with
Alzheimer’s. The disease especially manifested itself in the past six months.
Carol trusted Jesus Christ as her personal Savior when she was in her late teens and
loved and served Him ever since. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and a
devoted friend to many.
Carol was graduated from Chesterton High School, Chesterton, IN in 1961 and then
attended Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, IL.
Carol married Gene Follis August 10, 1963, in Chesterton, IN and they enjoyed 53 years
together. Carol was so very supportive of Gene, as he pastored four churches in various
parts of the country; ministering along his side in visitation, Bible studies, and Sunday
school teaching.
A homemaker for much of her life, she worked in banking in later years before her
retirement in 2004. She loved flower gardening and handiwork, gracing their home with
many of her beautiful treasures.
Carol will be remembered for her ready smile, gracious and encouraging spirit, and
helping hand.
Carol is survived by her husband, Gene, three children, Todd (Kelly) Follis of Stillwater,
MN, Heather (Jay) Jerdee of Rochester, MN, Stacy (Kyle) Wiens of Menomonie, WI; eight
grandchildren: Sayer, Sheridan, Sterling, and Sonya Follis, Keegan and Aidan Jerdee,
Katarina and Annaka Wiens; brother, John Carpenter, of South Bend, IN, sister-in-law
Karolyn Carpenter of South Bend, IN, brother-in-law, Roane (Judy) Follis of Valparaiso, IN;
and nieces and nephews.

Carol was preceded in death by her father and mother, Ralph and Ramona Carpenter, a
brother, James Carpenter, and a little sister, Janice Carpenter, who died at age eight.
The memorial service for Carol Follis will be at 11:00 AM on Wednesday, March 29, at
Menomonie Alliance Church in Menomonie, WI, with Gene Follis, Carol’s husband,
officiating. Visitation will precede the service at 10 AM and following the service a lunch
will be served at the church.
Memorials are suggested to Menomonie Alliance Church of Menomonie, WI or Calvary
Evangelical Free Church of Rochester, MN.
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Comments

“

Pastor Follis and family, we are so sorry to hear of Carols passing. We remember
you all for the huge impact you had on our family while in Rochester. Carol had the
gift of hospitality which we remember so well.May God give you strength, peace and
comfort.
All our love and sympathy,
Dr Bruce and Tammara Walters

tammara Walters - March 28, 2017 at 10:19 PM

“

I loved sharing our back yards and letting our dogs play together. Also sharing our
love of flowers. I know I will miss her. With love and care Jay and Rhonda

Rhonda Rosburg - March 28, 2017 at 05:45 PM

“

We will always remember Carol for her kind smile and warm and friendly manner.
She was a classy lady ! Our deepest sympathies to Gene and family.
Hold tight to your memories.
Love from Rochester, Kirk and Cheri Dietzman

Cheri Dietzman - March 28, 2017 at 01:11 PM

“

We will always miss Carol's warm smile and kind demeanor. She was such a dear
friend and neighbor. It is so hard to believe she is gone. We are thinking of and
praying for you, Gene, and for your family at this difficult time.
Denise and Jim

Denise Tonkinson - March 28, 2017 at 12:41 PM

“

Such a wonderful ray of light for The Lord. She and her husband made Calvary
Evangelical Free family complete for many years!
Michael and Heidi Walker
Rochester , MN

Heidi Walker - March 28, 2017 at 09:56 AM

“

Gene and family - You will remember us from Rochester; Fred & Kay Fettig's
daughter/husband. Mom & Dad were so very fond of both you and Carol, and we
remember Carol as a classy woman who was both vibrant and gentle of spirit. We
rejoice with you that she is in the presence of our Savior, but we also mourn with you
the loss of her with you in the here and now. May God's strength and peace be very
present in your lives as you walk through this season. She will be missed by so
many!! Linda & Steve Lewis

Linda Lewis - March 28, 2017 at 09:24 AM

“

Deepest sympathy to Carol's family, I am so sorry to hear of your loss. I had the
privilege of working with Carol when she was at Think, and a more gracious, upbeat,
dedicated employee couldn't be found! Carol cared so much about her fellow
employees and her customers. The world will feel your loss. God be with you all.
Carol Timmerman

Carol Timmerman - March 28, 2017 at 08:47 AM

“

Gene- it was always lovely to see you and Carol at the Memory Café. God bless
Carol, you and your family!
Thoughts and prayersShannon Todd, Our House Senior Living

Shannon Todd - March 28, 2017 at 08:04 AM

“

Carol was so warm & friendly to everyone who crossed her path. She was a treasure
employee. I enjoyed working with her when she was at Think. My thoughts and prayers are
with her family.
Megg Ganrude - March 28, 2017 at 06:08 PM

“

We send our deepest condolences to the family. May the family praise His Name,
and be comforted in grief knowing she is healed and in the presence of our Lord.

Dianne Rench - March 28, 2017 at 08:01 AM

“

Gene and family
Jan and I want to express our most sincere sympathy to you over the loss of Carol.
Although our paths have not crossed in many years, we often reflect on your years at
Central. Many wonderful memories.
We are in Florida for a few weeks and our son Jeff and his family are visiting. Last
night we were talking about the confirmation class you taught, etc. Your impact was
greater than we will ever know.
Jan has many wonderful memories of Carol and working with her on various projects.
She had a huge and creative heart for ministry.
Jan and Marlan Carlson

marlan carlson - March 28, 2017 at 07:39 AM

“

Carol was such a warm and loving woman, and I adored her as the wife of our pastor
for many years at Calvary Evangelical Free Church in Rochester. I was sad to hear
of her long battle with Alzheimers and recent passing. Much love to Gene and the
family.
-Jill Pearson and family

Jill Pearson - March 28, 2017 at 07:07 AM

“

I grew up with Carol and the Carpenter family in Chesterton at the 1st Methodist
Church, went all thru school and we graduated in 1961. She was my first love at
Thomas School in 2nd and 3rd grade. What a beautiful girl with an unforgetible smile.
A group of us kids would meet on Friday night at the Aron Theatre to see the double
feature in downtown Chesterton. What a great era that was to grow up. My heartfelt
sympathy to Gene and the family for such a great Christian. Sincerely, Thomas H.
Smith, Chesterton, Indiana.

Thomas H. Smith - March 28, 2017 at 07:00 AM

“

Our deepest Sympathy to you dear Pastor Follis and your family....
We were so saddened to learn of your loss. Carol Ann will be fondly remembered.
Our thoughts and prayers are with you always.
Tove and Elmer Opsahl
Calvary Free,Rochester

Tove Opsahl - March 27, 2017 at 06:46 PM

