Archie N. Abbott
April 19, 1929 - December 7, 2017

Archie went to be with Annie! The founder of the Menomonie High School Agriculture
Program & FFA Advisor, Archie N. Abbott, age 88, passed away on Thursday afternoon,
December 7, 2017 at his home in Menomonie, WI.
Archie was born on April 19, 1929 in Durand, WI to Ralph and Edna (Kraft) Abbott. He
grew up on the family farm just west of Downsville on the way to Eau Galle. He was a
tireless kid who loved working on the farm and excelled in basketball at Durand High
School. Upon graduating, Archie pursued his love for the farm by obtaining a bachelor's
degree in Agriculture Education from UW-River Falls, later gaining his Masters Degree
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison while teaching for more than 50 years in the
Menomonie School District. His excitement for the agriculture industry in Dunn County
was extraordinary.
Archie also loved a young lady he met, Anna Rae Harris, daughter of Frank and Helen
Harris from Tomah, WI. Together in marriage for 64 years, they were active in school
events, the Dunn County Fair, Peace Lutheran Church, various card clubs (plus Turtle
Lake), the Senior Center, McDonald's for coffee and traveling to farms and FFA events
throughout the county, state and nation. Archie loved his "FFA Students" like they were his
own.
Throughout his wonderful life, Archie was also quite a sports fan. You'd see him
chaperoning high school bus trips to games, following the Brewers through frustrating
times, celebrating big wins by the Badgers and Packers and basically memorizing the
Leader-Telegram sports page. Archie and Annie loved to travel, from pop-up campers, to
touring in a mini-motorhome or flying out west to casinos or the Rose Bowl.
More than anything, Archie was truly proud of his grandchildren, Shelby and Parker.
Together with Annie, they spoiled those two, fed them with sugar, supplied them with toys
and in later years, plenty of gas money.

Archie was preceded in death by his loving wife, Annie (May 5, 2017); parents Ralph and
Edna; in-laws Frank and Helen; and sister Arlene Hayden and her husband Ed.
Archie is survived by son Jeff (Rhonda) Abbott, daughter Julie (Dr. Victoria Vogle) Abbott
of Longview, WA; grandchildren Shelby Abbott (St. Paul, MN) and Parker Abbott (Iowa
City, IA); step-grandchildren Hailey Hintz (Travis Welch) and Devyn Hintz (Derek Kahl);
nieces Janet (Howard) Brahmer of Spring Valley and Judith (Mel) Johnson from Alaska
and nephew Bill (Ruth) Hayden of Menomonie; various grand nieces and grand nephews;
and Annie and Archie's wonderful housekeeper/caregiver/friend, Carolyn Knutson from
Menomonie.
Serving as honorary pall bearers will be the thousands of past and present MHS FFA
Alumni whom Archie remained close with throughout the years. You were his pride and joy
and helped create smiles and great memories as time moved forward, more so than any
of you may ever realize. Thank you!
A celebration of life will be held on Monday, December 11, 2017 at Olson Funeral Home in
Menomonie. There will be visitation at the Funeral Home beginning at 4:00 p.m. with a
service to follow at 7:00 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial donations be addressed to the Menomonie
High School FFA Chapter. A private burial will be at Peace Lutheran Church Cemetery.
To share a memory, please visit obituaries at www.olsonfuneral.com
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Comments

“

You were always my favorite teacher even when i really hated school you helped me
through it im so sad to hear that you have passed

Jessica Meyer - May 21, 2018 at 05:21 PM

“

Ardith Ann Richter lit a candle in memory of Archie N. Abbott

Ardith Ann Richter - January 16, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

Always a very nice man. He loved teaching
He will be missed by many. Isaiah 33: 24 is a promise from our God that there will be
a time soon when there will be no more sickness. Please visit jw. org for more
information on this.

W - December 23, 2017 at 09:54 AM

“

To the family and friends of Archie please accept my sincere condolences. Archie will
be truly missed by all. Look forward to seeing God's wonderful promise fulfilled found
in Isaiah 25:8 for the loved ones we have lost in death.

bel - December 16, 2017 at 07:30 PM

“

Tom and Patricia Wiatr

Thomas Wiatr - December 12, 2017 at 12:32 PM

“

Your family has my sincerest sympathy, Archie was a familiar face at the Senior
Center, his love of polka dancing was legendary. We will miss him, his wit, and
friendly smile. Lynda Cran

Lynda Cran - December 11, 2017 at 12:49 PM

“

Cathy Erickson lit a candle in memory of Archie N. Abbott

Cathy Erickson - December 11, 2017 at 12:42 PM

“

Marilyn&Ron Robelia lit a candle in memory of Archie N. Abbott

Marilyn&Ron Robelia - December 10, 2017 at 10:55 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Archie's family. He was best guy to know. He served as a
substitute for the School District of Menomonie. He was always willing to go where
needed, no matter the level of student. Archie was loved by all students and staff.

Janelle Hinrichs - December 10, 2017 at 08:04 PM

“

Chris Simonson Knospe lit a candle in memory of Archie N. Abbott

Chris Simonson Knospe - December 09, 2017 at 03:52 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to the Abbott family.
No one will ever know the countless individuals Mr. Abbott influenced. I knew Mr.
Abbott before my freshman year because he taught brother Mike at Aggie. He was a
frequent visitor to our farm. His insistence that Mom and Dad send me to River Falls
started me on a path to higher education...and more than 40 years in the food
industry. He was always so proud of "his students" that earned a Ph.D.
Archie was untiring in his enthusiasm to help students and promote agriculture. It is
an understatement to say he will be surely missed.
God Bless!
Bill and Linda (Tremble) Schwartz

Bill Schwartz - December 09, 2017 at 02:23 PM

“

Archie was part of the group that retired in 1989...known as the 89ers. We have met
the first Tuesday of the month during the school year since our retirement. He called
me two weeks ago when another of our group, Marlys Galoff passed away and told
me "we had lost another one of our pals.". He was always ready to polka and if there
wasn't any music, he would grab someone, start singing "The Beer Barrel Polka" and
the dance was begun. He has been wanting to go be with Annie since she passed
and he and Annie are probably either dancing again together, or enjoying a casino
trip. He is going to be missed by many, many friends. My love and sympathy are with
Jeff and Julie.and the beloved grandkids. Lois Sipple .

Lois Sipple - December 09, 2017 at 02:14 PM

“

Archie and Annie were my parents best friends when I was growing up. Their bridge
marathons into the early morning hours were legendary! Despite our family moving
from Menomonie in 1968 we kept up with he and Annie through the years with visits
to Wisconsin and them to Florida. I know how much he loved his wife Annie, kids
Julie and Jeff, and his grandkids. I spoke with him many times after Annie's death
and I know her loss was almost unbearable for him. I picture him happy again with
Annie as "Abbott and Costello" are back together again. Anyone who was lucky
enough to have been touched by Archie in their lives are better because of it. He
loved teaching and passed many life lessons to his thousands of students. He
adored his daughter Julie and called her through out the day, especially after Annie
was gone. He was also proud of Dr. Vicky and treasured she and Julie's visits. Jeff
and his success also made him proud. He leaves a big hole in the town of
Menomonie. It will never be filled but hopefully he and the love of his life Annie; will
never be forgotten! With much sadness for his loss but gratitude to have had him as
a dear family friend, Sara Heggen, daughter of Jim and Joan Heggen, Tallahassee
Florida

Sara Heggen - December 08, 2017 at 10:46 PM

“

To Jeff and Julie and families:
We all lost a great man to agriculture especially in Menomonie and Dunn County. He
was my mentor as I pursued my career to be a agricultural instructor like him. I
remember him driving the red Volkswagen to make farm visits. He always had the
respect of all of his students and FFA members. He set the mark high in Menomonie
to keep agriculture on the map. We all will have those great memories of him and
how he helped all of us achieve their goals. We will keep all of you in our prayers at
this time of loss.
Marshall and Bonnie Behling
Appleton, WI

Marshall and Bonnie Behling - December 08, 2017 at 04:16 PM

“

I taught with Archie for many years. He was always smiling. I remember when our
FHA did floats with FFA. My sympathy to the family. He was a legend.

Marilyn Knutson - December 08, 2017 at 03:57 PM

“

Jeff and family,
My thoughts and prayers are with at this difficult time.
John Kohlhepp
John Kohlhepp - December 09, 2017 at 10:05 AM

“

Mr Abbott was the Ag teacher at Aggie, when I attended Aggie for three years. Mrs Abbott
was my music teacher during the same time. They were wonderful teachers and 'friends'
when we needed one. God Bless them in their togetherness.....
Chris Simonson Knospe - December 09, 2017 at 03:50 PM

“

Archie gardened with my dad Roy Christenson for more years than I can remember. They
had a great time picking strawberries, raspberries and lots of vegetables. Archie and Roy
shared a great love of Menomonie Football. He was a good friend and will be missed.
Cindy Christenson Best
cindybest - December 10, 2017 at 08:27 PM

“

I will always remember Mr Abbott as the tireless promoter of all things Ag, MHS,
Badgers, and Packers. His enthusiasm was seemingly boundless. I will always fondly
remember the Wis. Jr Dairymen trips for the show each year. Rest in Peace Mr.
Abbott.
Bob Dix

Bob Dix - December 08, 2017 at 01:20 PM

