Andrew G. Baker
October 6, 1972 - April 8, 2019

Andrew G. Baker, age 46, of River Falls, WI, formerly of Menomonie, died on Monday,
April 8, 2019. We are saddened that Andy’s life was taken too soon by his own hand.
Andrew Gardner Baker was born Oct. 6, 1972 in Robbinsdale, MN. He graduated from
Menomonie High School in 1991. In 1995, he received a Bachelors Degree in Athletic
Training from U.W. La Crosse and in 1996 received a Masters Degree in Sports
Medicine/Athletic Training from the University of Virginia.
Andy worked as an Athletic Trainer for University of Michigan, USA Hockey and Assistant
Athletic Trainer, University of Virginia, Head Athletic Trainer for U.W. Eau Claire, and
most recently Head Athletic Trainer for U.W. River Falls. His commitment to athletic
training led him to become treasurer for the Wisconsin Athletic Trainers’ Assoc.
Andy loved music and yearly went to the New Orleans Jazz Festival. He had an
extensive sports card collection and enjoyed reading and gaming. He was also an avid
fisherman and hiker and loved spending time at the cabin fishing and relaxing. One of
his favorite events was the annual “GordonFest.”
Andy prided himself on his sarcasm and wit and was a master at getting in the last
word. One of his mottos was “If sarcasm was an Olympic sport, I would have a gold
medal.”
Andy is survived by his parents, Richard and Barb (Gardner) Morrison; his sister Ali
(Kevin) Kahl; the two people that brought him the greatest joy: his nephews Derek and
Ryan Kahl; step-brothers and step-sister, Duane, Eric, Anne, Russ and Roger
Morrison; aunts and uncles, Sandie (Jim) Zaranti, Dick (Nancy) Gardner and Neil
Gardner and Godparents Chuck and Pam Lindquist. He is also survived by numerous
cousins and many close friends.
He was preceded in death by grandparents Kenny and Millie Gardner.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00 pm on Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at First
Congregational UCC Church in Menomonie, with Pastor Kathleen Remund officiating.
Following the service there will be refreshments and a time to visit with family and
friends. Olson Funeral Home in Menomonie is serving the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorials are suggested to University of Wisconsin-La Crosse
Foundation, 615 East Avenue North, La Crosse, WI 54601. Please direct your
contributions to the Andrew Baker Scholarship Fund.
Andy’s creed: Therapy Amuses--Time Heals.
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Comments

“

Darla Sorenson lit a candle in memory of Andrew G. Baker

Darla Sorenson - April 18 at 12:28 PM

“

Ali, Kevin and Boys and Family,
Our deepest sympathy in your loss of Andy. We did not personally know Andy, but he
accomplished so my wonderful ventures in his life. He will be truly missed. Our
prayers are with you at this time. God Bless.
All Our Love,
Bonnie and Ron Konsela

Bonnie and Ron Konsela - April 17 at 11:45 AM

“

Andy - you were a tremendous asset to the profession of athletic training and will be
sorely missed. Your time given to this profession and colleagues was incredible. I am
glad to have known and worked with you and will miss you. I am sorry that I am not
able to attend your celebration today. Until we meet again...
Heidi Gutschow - WATA

Heidi Gutschow - April 17 at 07:56 AM

“

Bakes, my memory of you centers around your desire to live life to the fullest. You
were always willing to go out and experience life. Whether it was going to listen to a
band, play a "sport" (are flipcup, kickball, and curling sports?), go for a hike, or just
adventure around. You were always willing to do something, anything. You helped so
many athletes, mentored so many athletic trainers, and were kind to so many, the
depths of your influence are beyond your knowledge. Thank you for the memories.
You are missed.

Lisa Custer - April 16 at 11:04 AM

“

Dean Yohnk lit a candle in memory of Andrew G. Baker

Dean Yohnk - April 15 at 06:02 PM

“

From the Nelson family we send prayers to the Baker and Kahl families in this
difficult time. I have fond River Heights Road, Menomonie High, UW-L memories.

Brian Nelson - April 15 at 05:59 PM

“

Condolences to the family and friends of Andy.
Andy was a friend, mentor, and co-worker. Rest in peace AGB.

Adam Buchalski - April 15 at 03:18 PM

“

A sympathy card was purchased for the family of Andrew G. Baker.

April 15 at 12:49 PM

“

I was saddened to hear of Andy's passing. I am now retired but I worked with Andy in
the Health & Human Performance Department at UW-River Falls. Andy always did a
great job with teaching his classes and I know the students respected him for his
knowledge and expertise as an athletic trainer. We will miss him. So sorry for your
loss.

Faye Perkins - April 15 at 12:21 PM

“

On behalf of the University of Michigan Athletic Medicine Team condolences to all of
the family and friends of Andy. We all enjoyed the time he spent with us here in Ann
Arbor and will miss him very much. He was a good personal friend as well as an
exceptional athletic trainer. RIP.

paul schmidt - April 15 at 10:47 AM

“

Bakes loved music! Some of my favorite memories are when he would put money
into the juke box at McGrady’s and we would choose the next set of songs. Johnny
Cash’s Ring of Fire was a must! Bakes, I will always think of you and hear you
exclaim “woohoo” when this song plays. Xox Kate

Kate Pfile - April 13 at 07:57 PM

“

Although I didn't know Andy very well, he was always kind. I liked his sense of
humor. He will be truly missed.

Naoko Giblin - April 13 at 05:50 PM

“

We are so saddened by your loss. My son Eddie Matsushima had the blessing of
having Andy as his athletic trainer for his 4 years of college hockey at UW RiverFalls.
Eddie spoke many times of how much he went to Andy and how much he helped him
through injuries and provided support for him as an athlete. We are thankful that
Andy was such an important part of our son’s life. Our thoughts and prayers are with
you all.

Celeste Matsushima - April 13 at 02:21 PM

“

Dick, Barb, and Ali, our deepest condolences for the loss of your beloved Andy. May
you find comfort and solace in each other while sharing memories of Andy together.

Judy Young - April 13 at 11:44 AM

“

#bakes
One memory I have if you is going to GLATA circa 1995. We were in rural Indiana
and stopped at a bar for dinner. The bartender saw you come in and asked “what
kind of car do you have there?” You replied “a Ford Fiesta”. He then said, “that there

is a Ford Festisha? Looks like a tick”. It stuck with me for some reason. I pray you
have found peace. You will be missed.
lisa lehman - April 13 at 11:12 AM

